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1. Introduction
This Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the installation of a skylight at 165C Station Road, West Drayton, Hillingdon. The purpose of this statement is to assess the significance of the heritage context and to consider how the proposed works would preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the area, in line with national and local planning policy requirements.
2. Policy Context
· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2023):
Paragraphs 199–202 set out the requirement for decision makers to give great weight to the conservation of heritage assets, and to ensure proposals preserve or enhance their significance. Paragraph 203 recognises that not all works will cause harm and that sympathetic alterations may support the viable use of a building.
· London Borough of Hillingdon Local Plan (Part 1 and Part 2):
· Policy HE1 (Heritage): Seeks to conserve and enhance Hillingdon’s heritage assets and ensure that alterations are appropriate to their setting.
· Policy DMHB 4 (Conservation Areas): Requires development to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of conservation areas.
· Policy DMHB 11 (Design of New Development): Requires proposals to be of a high quality of design, harmonising with the character of the surrounding area.
The design seeks to be inclusive, welcoming individuals of all faiths, with a focus on the shared values of peace, love, and unity. This container is not only a physical space but a spiritual vessel that houses the soul’s journey toward enlightenment, faith, and connection.
The proposed transformation of the container into a religious place aims to repurpose the structure, infusing it with spiritual significance while preserving the integrity of its original form. This change of use is driven by the need to create a space where individuals can come together for prayer, meditation, reflection, and communal worship, while maintaining the adaptability and portability of the container.
3. Site Context and Significance
165 Station Road is situated within a mixed-use area of Hillingdon that includes both traditional and modern buildings. The heritage value of Station Road is derived primarily from its architectural rhythm, roofscape uniformity, and the historic character of its street frontage. The roofline contributes to the area’s coherent appearance, although incremental alterations have taken place over time.
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4. Assessment of Impact
The proposed skylight has been carefully designed to ensure that it does not cause harm to the character or appearance of the area:
· Scale and Positioning: The skylight will be modest in size, positioned flush within the roof slope, and designed to avoid disruption of the roof form or silhouette.
· Visual Impact: Due to its discreet placement, the skylight will not be prominent from Station Road or other key public views, thus preserving the integrity of the streetscape.
· Materials: The frame will be finished in a dark, recessive colour to match the existing roof covering, ensuring the skylight blends harmoniously with the building fabric.
· Preservation of Character: The proposal will not adversely affect the historic roofscape or architectural rhythm of the area, and therefore preserves its character.
· Enhancement: By allowing natural daylight into the interior, the skylight will support the ongoing sustainable use of the property, ensuring its viability without compromising heritage significance.
5. Conclusion
The proposed skylight at 165C Station Road is consistent with the requirements of the NPPF and the Hillingdon Local Plan. The design is sympathetic, unobtrusive, and proportionate, ensuring that it preserves the character and appearance of the area. The development therefore accords with:
· NPPF Paragraphs 199–202 (conservation of heritage assets)
· Hillingdon Local Plan Policy HE1 (heritage)
· Hillingdon Local Plan Policy DMHB 4 (conservation areas)
· Hillingdon Local Plan Policy DMHB 11 (design)
Accordingly, it is concluded that the proposal will preserve and enhance the character of the area, supporting a high-quality, sustainable development.
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