
Design & access statement 
84 COWLEY MILL ROAD UB8 2QD 

 
 

1. SCHEME 
 
1.1  This application is for Lawful Development for an Existing use of 3 units 

as studio units 
 
 
2.0 SITE CONTEXT 
 
2.1 The site is located on the angle of intersection of Cowley Mill road and 

Waterloo Road. 
 
2.3 The area is a mix used area but more of residential by outlook.  
 
2.4 The road contains a mixture of house styles, generally of two storeys in 

height.     
 
2.5 The site itself is currently occupied by a two storey terrace flat. 
 
2.6 The site is an end terraced property with a mixed used ground 

comprising of office use by estate agent and a ground floor residential 
unit. 

2.7 This site has been converted as early as 2009 and has been in 
continual use since then – please look at the appendix A for the 
rented deposit in the Barclays Bank Statement for 2010 and as 
marked. 

 
2.8 Please check attached appendix B showing witness statement 

from the account in charge of Mr. E Rahman. 
2.9  Please see attached sworn affidavit from the tenants. Appendix C 

and D 
2.9.1 Please see Appendix E – G for the receipt of council tax.  
 
 
3.0 PLANNING HISTORY 
 
3.1 Till about 2009 the site was composed of a single dwelling flat of 2 

bedrooms. While the Estate Agent occupying part of the ground floor. 
 
3.2 The conversion from a single dwelling was done there about 2009 

albeit without planning permission as was wrongly advised.  
 
3.3   This is the second paid application concerning this site and we fee the 

council despite the heap of evidence that shows this property was 
converted as when stated. We did submit statutory declarations as well 
from the tenants which the council failed to recognise.  



3.4**  The major deference in this application is the discovery of the letter 
directly from the council which shows and confirmed that the council 
where also fully aware of the changes as far back as 2010. Also 
included with this application is the insurance taken in respect of the 
same site as far back 2010.   

 
4.0 Design Consideration 
 
4.1 The conversion was only an internal cosmetic change that took place in 

2009. 
  
4.2 The focus of the design is to maximise the possible development of the 

land without any obstruction to light and other amenities of the 
neighbouring properties.  

 
4.3 The conversion has no external amendment, hence, no external impact 

on the street scene, 
 
4.4 The design also set to maintain the character of the area by using 

material that would match the existing in terms style, colour, size and 
scale.  

 
4.5 Paramount to the proposed design conversion is making sure that the 

privacy of the neighbouring properties is not negatively impacted.  
 
 
 
5.0 ARRANGEMENT/LAYOUT 
 
5.1 The existing big rooms where converted to self-contained studio units. 
 
6.0  APPEARANCE 
 
6.1 The conversion has no impact on the appearance of the existing 

facades.  
 
 
7.0 LANDSCAPING 
 
7.1 No landscaping affected. 
 
 
8.0 SCALE 
 
8.1 The conversion did not affect the current scale of the building. Hence 

the building will continue to enjoy the harmony it has with the rest of the 
surrounding buildings.  
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