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1.0 Introduction

Figure 1.0: Albany Close Street View

APPLICATION SITE
The application site is located at 4 Albany Close, Ickenham, Uxbridge, UB10 8QW, within the Ickenham Village Conservation Area.

STATEMENT PURPOSE

This Heritage Statement has been created to support a Planning Application for a proposed first-floor extension over the current
garage at 4 Albany Close. The aim of this statement is to evaluate the heritage importance of the site and its vicinity, as well as to
assess how the proposed development will affect the character and appearance of the Ickenham Village Conservation Area, in line
with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Local Plan of the London Borough of Hillingdon.
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2.0 Site Description
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Figure 2.0: Site Location Block Plan Figure 2.1: Existing Dwelling Front View

DESCRIPTION

The application site comprises a detached, single-storey bungalow located within a quiet residential area known as Albany Close. The
dwelling is brick-built with a pitched, tiled roof and features an attached garage to the north east side of the existing dwelling, which
links two projecting gable-ended wings, creating a symmetrical frontage as shown in Fig 2.1.

The property is set within a generous and level plot, with a landscaped front driveway providing off-street parking. The surrounding
development is predominantly residential in character and includes a mix of detached bungalows and modest two-storey dwellings of
similar age, scale, and materiality.
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3.0 Planning Policy and Heritage

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY

Chapter 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s approach to conserving and enhancing the
historic environment. Conservation Areas are identified as designated heritage assets, and development proposals are required to
preserve or enhance their character and appearance. The NPPF also advises that the level of information supporting an application
should be proportionate to the asset’s importance and the potential impact of the proposal.

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY

The Local Plan for the London Borough of Hillingdon encompasses policies designed to ensure that development within Conservation
Areas effectively preserves their unique architectural and historical significance. Special emphasis is placed on adhering to
established scale, roof forms, materials, and the distinctive character of the surrounding urban landscape.

The proposal has been evaluated in accordance with the London Borough of Hillingdon Local Plan, specifically referencing the
following policies:

Policy HE1 - Heritage Assets from Hillingdon Local Plan: Part 1 (2012) Strategic Policies, is applicable as the application site is situated
within the Ickenham Village Conservation Area, recognised as a designated heritage site.

Policy DMHB 1 — Conservation Areas from Hillingdon Local Plan: Part 2 (2020) stipulates that the proposed development must be
subordinate in design, with the roof pitch tailored to align with the surrounding context and materials that echo the character of
existing dwellings and the street.

Policy DMHD 1 — Alterations and Extensions to Residential Dwellings from Hillingdon Local Plan: Part 2 (2020) outlines that any
proposed extension must be designed in consideration of scale, design, and roof form, thereby avoiding any adverse effects on the
visual amenities of the street-scape while also safeguarding neighbourly amenities, including privacy, daylight, and outlook.

Policy DMHB 11 — Design of New Development from Hillingdon Local Plan: Part 2 (2020) mandates that all developments adhere to
high design quality standards that complement local character, maintain visual harmony, and utilise appropriate proportions and
detailing.
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4.0 Heritage Significance

Figure 4.0: Albany Close Aerial View from 2015 Figure 4.1: Albany Close Aerial View from 2025

ICKENHAM VILLAGE CONSERVATION AREA

The site lies within the Ickenham Village Conservation Area, which is characterised by its suburban village setting, low-rise residential
development, and spacious plots. The area displays a coherent townscape formed by detached dwellings, including bungalows and
two-storey houses, typically set back from the street with landscaped front gardens.

The significance of the Conservation Area is largely attributed to its collective townscape value, consistent scale, roof-scape, and

the lush, open character of its streets, rather than to individual buildings of notable architectural merit. Illustrated in Fig 4.0 & 4.1,
an analysis of aerial imagery spanning from 2015 to 2025 indicates that the character of the surrounding area has remained largely
unchanged over the past decade, with minimal alterations observed in the roof structures of neighbouring dwellings. This stability is
crucial in preserving the heritage and aesthetic integrity of the site.
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Heritage Significance

Figure 4.2: 1 Albany Close Figure 4.3: 2 Albany Close Figure 4.4: 3 Albany Close

IMMEDIATE SITE CONTEXT

Albany Close is a short residential area with a calm and cohesive character. While single-storey bungalows predominantly feature
throughout the area, there exists a variation in roof heights and architectural forms. Several properties incorporate raised ridge
heights, roof modifications, or two-storey elements. This diversity enhances the street-scape’s gradual evolution while preserving an
overall visual harmony.

The property at 1 Albany Close is a two-storey dwelling, designed with a roof extension that extends beyond the principal elevation
to accommodate a garage, front porch, and front dormer, all while maintaining consistency with the street scene and overall roof
design of neighbouring residences shown in Fig 4.2. Properties 2 and 3 Albany Close, possess higher roofs and elevated ridge heights
characterised by a hipped roof design, which also upholds the overall visual integrity of the residential area shown in Fig 4.3 & 4.4.
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5.0 Host Dwelling
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Figure 5.0: 4 Albany Close Existing Front Elevation

SIGNIFICANCE OF HOST PROPERTY

The existing residence located at 4 Albany Close is not designated as a listed building and does not possess notable architectu
or historical significance. Its heritage value is derived from its contribution to the overall character of the Conservation Area,
characterised by its modest scale, symmetrical form, hipped roof, and the use of traditional materials that are in keeping with

ral

adjacent properties. The highest ridge level of the host dwelling is notably lower than that of the neighbouring dwelling at 3 Albany

Close, thereby presenting adequate opportunities to enhance the living spaces for occupants while preserving a consistent yet
modest ridge level and maintaining the character of the site as illustrated in Fig 5.0.
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Host Dwelling
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Figure 5.1: Proposed Development Front View Figure 5.2: Proposed Development Rear View

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The proposal aims to introduce a first-floor extension above the existing garage, aligned with the front elevation of the residence.
This new accommodation will be designed within a roof structure that reflects the existing pitch and proportions of the principal
building as well as the surrounding properties.

The design strategy intends to integrate the extension harmoniously with the existing dwelling by employing matching materials, roof
tiles, and appropriately scaled window openings. This approach ensures visual continuity and maintains a subordinate appearance
relative to the original structure as shown on Fig 5.1 & 5.2.
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6.0 Impacts on Heritage Significance
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Figure 6.0: 4 Albany Close Proposed Front Elevation
IMPACT ON HOST DWELLING
The proposed extension follows the existing footprint of the garage, with modifications extending to the front entrance, thereby
resulting in no significant increase to the overall footprint of the building. This design preserves the symmetrical composition of the
dwelling, and the modest scale of the addition ensures that the original character of the bungalow remains evident.
IMPACT ON THE CONSERVATION AREA
The development has been carefully designed to respect the established character and appearance of the Ickenham Village
Conservation Area. The retention of a similar roof pitch and use of traditional materials ensures that the proposal sits comfortably
within the existing roof-scape and does not appear visually intrusive.
The proposed development will blend seamlessly with the existing street scene, particularly given the nearby houses that have higher
rooflines and upper level living spaces as Illustrated in Fig 6.0. It will maintain the low-rise, residential character of Albany Close.
As shown in the proposed front elevations, the new development does not exceed the ridge height of the neighbouring dwelling
at 3 Albany Close, ensuring it remains in harmony with the surrounding area while preserving views, daylight, and privacy. The
brickwork and roof tiles of the proposed extension will match those of the existing dwelling, aligning with the surrounding context.
These features comply with Hillingdon’s local planning policies as well as the National Planning Policy Framework mentioned earlier,
preserving the heritage of the Ickenham Village Conservation Area.
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7.0 Conclusion

In conclusion, the proposed first-floor extension at 4 Albany Close has been thoughtfully designed to align with the context of

the Ickenham Village Conservation Area. The development preserves the character and appearance of the area, ensuring no harm

to designated heritage assets. The proposal adheres to the objectives of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the
relevant policies of the London Borough of Hillingdon Local Plan, representing a suitable and well-considered approach to residential
development. By maintaining a subordinate scale and complementing the architectural features of the existing dwelling and
surrounding properties, the design upholds the visual harmony and aesthetic integrity of the street-scape.

The stability of the immediate environment, characterised by low-rise residential developments and landscaped settings, reinforces
the proposal’s compatibility with the established neighbourhood character. The extension not only enhances the functionality of the
residence but also preserves the historical and environmental qualities that define the Conservation Area. Overall, it is anticipated
that the proposed development will positively contribute to the character and appearance of the area, aligning with heritage
conservation objectives and benefiting both the property and the local community.
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