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Site:  140 Linden Avenue, Ruislip, HA4 8UB  
Ref:   2239SL 
OMC Associates, 28 Shelford Road, Cambridge, CB2 9NA  T: 01223 842253   

GENERAL 
 

• This document has been prepared by OMC Associates on instruction by Mr Berisha to 
discharge condition 5 attached to planning consent 78323/APP/2024/968.    
 

• The key objective of this landscape strategy is to provide a natural setting for a new l 
development so that it beds in with the landscape and to ensure successful establishment and 
development of the specified planting.  

 

• This document includes: 

  a detailed soft landscape plan 

  a plant schedule 

• Planting shall be carried out in the first planting (and seeding) season following completion of 
the development. 

 

• The planting specifications will be fully compliant with the attached landscape plan and 
planting schedule. 

 

• All soft landscape operations will be carried out by fully qualified horticulturists to ensure 
successful establishment and strong plant development and will comply from the start with 
BS 4428: 1989, Code of practice for general landscape operations. 

 

• Landscape operatives will be cognizant of and comply with the guidelines BS 8545: 2012, 
Trees, from nursery to independence in the landscape. Plant stock must comply with British 
Standards 3936, 4043 & 5236 and soils with British Standards 3882 and 4428. 

 

• Anyone carrying out landscaping and garden maintenance should be fully cognizant of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) as amended by the Countryside & Rights of Way (CRoW) 
Act 2000 and the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 1994.  
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Soft Landscape Strategy 

Site:  Ashfield Nursery, Newgatestreet Road, Goffs Oak, Hertfordshire EN7 5RY  
Ref:   2204SL 
OMC Associates, 28 Shelford Road, Cambridge, CB2 9NA  T: 01223 842253   

SHRUBS/ HERBACEOUS/BULBS    

SPECIES SIZE NUMBER ABB. 

Asplenium trichomanis 5l 40 AT 

Epimedium x rubrum 1l 120 ER 

Eranthis hyemalis - 600 EH 

Escallonia macrantha 7.5l 13 EM 

Galanthus nivalis - 600 GN 

Hyacinthoides non scripta  - 600 HN 

Lonicera x fragrantissima 7.5l 13 LF 

Mahonia aquifolium 7.5l 10 MA 

Polygonatum x hybridum - 600 PH 

Sarcoccoca humilis 5l 40 MA 

TREES 
   

SPECIES SIZE NUMBER Ref. 

Sorbus aucuparia 10-12cm St 2 N1 

Amelanchier canadensis 10-12cm St 2 N2 

Corylus colurna 10-12cm St 2 N3 

Malus edulis  10-12cm St 2 N4 

Prunus x subhirtella - Autumnalis 10-12cm St 2 N5 

All plants to be compliant with British 
Standard BS 3936-1, Nursery Stock 
Specification for Trees and Shrubs 
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Appendix B – Soft Landscape Plan 
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O M C

28 Shelford Road, Cambridge CB2 9NA

Tel: 01223 842253 / 020 8252 7919

Email: info@omc-associates.co.uk

Client

2149_SL
Project Ref.

Date

Project

Drawn by

Scale

CO

Landscape Plan
Title

1:200 @ A3

DO NOT SCALE - Use only figured dimensions
To be read in colour

140 Linden Avenue, Ruislip, HA4 8UB

December 2024

Mr B. Berisha

Flagstones
Bradstone Edale 600mmx600m - Cream

Porous block paving
Marshalls Tegula 60 - 160x160x60 - Laid on a
fully porous substrate (MOT1 not to be used)

Species rich grass
https://wildflowerturf.co.uk/products/
wildflower-turf/species-rich/

Under storey ground treatment
200mm mulch with hard wood chippings
planted with:
- Native Bluebell (HN) at 15/m2
- Snowdrop at (GN) 15/m2
- Wood aconite (AC) at 15/m2
- Lily of the valley (CM) at 15/m2
- Epimedium (EV) at 3/m2
- Asplenium trichomanes (AT) 1/m2

New tree  - Standard 10-12cm
 - N1 = Sorbus aucuparia (2 no.)
 - N2 = Amelanchier lamarckii (2 no.)
 - N3 = Corylus colurna (2 no.)
 - N4 = Malus edulis - M106 (2 No.)
 - N5 = Prunus x subhirtella Autumnalis (2 no.)

Hedging
H1 - Sarcoccoca confusa 2/m (40 no.)
        Mahonia aquifolium 1 every 2m  (10 no.)

H2 - Escallonia macrantha 3/m (13 no.)

All planting and landscaping works to

be carried out in full compliance with

the following British Standards:

- BS 3936

- BS 4428

- BS 5837

- BS 8545

Specimen shrub
 - 2 No. Lonicera fragrantissima
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LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE STRATEGY 

1 PLANTING 
 

1.1 PREPARATION AND PLANTING 
 

1.1.1 Plants shall be planted only during the season November – February inclusive, and only when 
the soil is in a friable condition. 

 
1.1.2 Preparation and planting will be carried when soil and weather conditions are suitable and 

when soil is not so wet that to work it would result in a loss of structure. Work during periods of 
heavy frost or strong winds or during frozen ground conditions will be avoided. 

 
1.1.3 The plant shall be watered in on the same day as being planted with 5 litres for trees and 3 

litres for shrubs. 
 

1.1.4 The subsoil and topsoil should have a good physical structure, be friable, moisture retentive 
and well drained. Where this is not the case or the ground compacted, cultivation over the 
whole area should be undertaken. 

 
1.1.5 All weed competition will be removed within a 50cm radius. 

 
1.1.6 After excavation of planting pits and before backfilling, return any turf, inverted and chopped, 

to the bottom of the pit. 
 

1.1.7 The hole should be twice the diameter of the root ball and 1.5 times the depth of the roots.  
The bottom and sides of the hole should be forked to break up the subsoil and facilitate root 
establishment and spread. 

 
1.1.8 Plants should be planted at the original root collar soil depth. 

 
1.1.9 Spoil removed from the holes should be broken up, mixed with a slow-release high potassium, 

preferably organic fertilizer and replaced and gently firmed around the plant. No compost will be 
required. 

 
1.1.10 The planting area to not less than 50cm radius for trees and 30cm radius for shrubs will be 

mulched with composted bark chips to a settled depth of 100mm and this depth to be 
maintained by annual re-dressing for 5 years. 

 
1.1.11 Mulch to be applied when the ground is moist and weed free, after planting. 

 
1.1.12 The mulched bed is to be kept weed free by spot applications of herbicide and additional hand 

weeding will be required close to plants. 
 

1.2 STAKING AND PROTECTION (See BS 4428: 1989 - Section 7) 
 

1.2.1 Trees will be staked with one tree stake. The overall length of the stake shall be sufficient to 
ensure that it is firm when driven into the soil and that the top of the stake extends above 
ground level to approximately one third of the tree's height. Stakes are to be hammered into 
the ground before the tree is positioned in the pit. Stakes shall be whole sections of softwood 
timber with a 50 - 75 mm diameter, peeled and pressure treated in accordance with BS 4072. 
Tree to be secured with one tree tie with a spacer and shall be positioned approximately 50 
mm from the top of the stake to hold the tree, ensuring that tree and stake do not touch in any 
place. 

 
1.2.2 The ties should be inspected regularly and retied or loosened when applicable ad the ties to be 

removed after 3 years to avoid the development of stake dependency (unless the tree remains 
unstable - replacement should be considered if necessary). 



LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE STRATEGY 

1.3 IRRIGATION 
 

1.3.1 General: 
 

a) Watering regimes should utilise water stored in rainwater butts and diverted from roofs. 
b) Obtain written approval before using a supply other than potable mains water. 
c) Ensure full depth of topsoil is thoroughly wetted to aid plant establishment. 
d) Where required, loosen soil to prevent run-off and ensure absorption into root zone. 

 

1.3.2 Water twice monthly from April to October. This may need to be altered appropriately to 
account for prevailing weather conditions. Essentially, watering should be carried out in such a 
way as to ensure that the rooting environment is kept constantly moist but not wet without 
damaging or displacing plants or soil. 

 
1.3.3 As guidance a Standard tree should receive approximately 40l of water and a 10l shrub 15l 

weekly from April to October to ensure roots are well irrigated. 
 

2.0 PRUNING 
 

2.1 Prune as required to encourage healthy and bushy growth and good form. 
 

2.1 This is skilled and must be carried out by professional horticulturists who can prune shrubs in 
accordance with horticultural good practice. This will take account of when shrubs flower and 
whether this is on new or old wood. For trees, full compliance with BS 3998: 2010, 
Recommendations for Tree Work and the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) 'Forestry and 
arboriculture safety leaflets' is required. 

 
2.3 Use appropriate, well maintained and sharp tools and ensure blades are regularly sterilized to 

prevent the spread of disease. Refer to BS 3998, Clause 9 for details relating to the prevention of 
disease transmission and wound bleeding. 

 

2.4 Cut cleanly back to sound wood and ideally a side branch leaving a smooth and angled surface 

so that water will not collect on the cut area. Ensure cut surfaces are smooth and clean and as 
small as possible. 

 
2.5 Carry out pruning as and when necessary to maintain a natural habit of the tree and shrub in 

keeping with good horticultural and arboricultural practice. 
 

2.6 New trees are to be pruned formatively to encourage a good structure with an intact leader. Do 
not remove the leader. Do not prune trees with a well-balanced, natural appearance. 

 
2.7 Do not crown reduce trees unless exceptional circumstances necessitates it or unless it is part of 

a formative pruning regime of establishing trees. When reducing a branch, cut back selectively 
to lateral or sub-lateral buds or branches to retain flowing branch lines without leaving stumps. 



LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE STRATEGY 

3 AFTERCARE 
 

3.1 Planting shall be tended for 60 months from the date of completion of all works. 
 

3.2 Throughout the aftercare period keep an area equivalent to 50cm radius weed free. 
 

3.3 Irrigate as appropriate. 
 

3.4 Maintain mulch depth. 
 

3.5 Re-firm plant stock as necessary; Check stability of trees, especially after severe winds and firm 
as necessary. Replace loose, broken or decayed stakes to original specification. 

 

3.6 Adjust, re-fix or replace loose or defective ties, allowing for growth and to prevent chafing and 
to allow for the increase in stem girth. Where chafing has occurred, reposition or replace ties to 
prevent further chafing. 

 
3.7 Prune plant stock as required to encourage healthy and bushy growth and good form and, on 

flowering shrubs, flowers. 
 

3.8 At the commencement of the second growing season apply evenly a general, slow-release 
fertilizer. Unless prevailing soil conditions require otherwise, a low nitrogen to potash and 
potassium ratio should be used at the rate of 50g/m2. 

 

3.9 All trees and shrubs that fail over the five years following planting to be replaced with the same 
specification plant. 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

March - September: 

Keep all plants mulched, weed 
free, regularly watered so that 
the ground does not dry out. 

 

Dormancy: 
 

Carefully tip back all shoots of 
trees and shrubs by 20%; lightly 
apply slow-release high potassium 
fertilizer 

 
Firm stakes and loosen ties if 
necessary 

 
Replace, dead, dying and 
diseased plants 

 
Cut perennials to ground 
level (unless seedheads 
provide winter food for birds) 

March - September: 
 

Keep all plants mulched, weed 
free, regularly watered so that 
the ground does not dry out. 

 

Dormancy: 
 

Carefully tip back all shoots of 
trees and shrubs by 20%; lightly 
apply slow-release high potassium 
fertilizer 

 
Firm stakes and loosen ties if 
necessary 

 
Replace, dead, dying and 
diseased plants 

 
Cut perennials to ground 
level (unless seedheads 
provide winter food for birds) 

 
Scarify lawns 

March - September: 
 

Keep all plants mulched, weed 
free, regularly watered so that 
the ground does not dry out. 

 

Dormancy: 
 

Carefully tip back all shoots of 
trees and shrubs by 20%; lightly 
apply slow-release high potassium 
fertilizer 

 
Firm stakes and loosen ties if 
necessary 

 
Replace, dead, dying and 
diseased plants 

 
Cut perennials to ground 
level (unless seedheads 
provide winter food for birds) 

 
Scarify lawns 

March - September: 
 

Keep all plants mulched, weed 
free, regularly watered so that 
the ground does not dry out. 

 

Dormancy: 
 

Carefully tip back all shoots of 
trees and shrubs by 20%; lightly 
apply slow-release high potassium 
fertilizer 

 
Firm stakes and loosen ties if 
necessary 

 
Replace, dead, dying and 
diseased plants 

 
Cut perennials to ground 
level (unless seedheads 
provide winter food for birds) 

 
Scarify lawns 

March - September: 
 

Keep all plants mulched, weed 
free, regularly watered so that 
the ground does not dry out. 

 
Dormancy: 

 
Formative pruning only where 
necessary; do not prune leader; 
lightly apply slow-release high 
potassium fertilizer 

 
Replace, dead, dying and 
diseased trees 

 
Cut perennials to ground 
level (unless seedheads 
provide winter food for birds) 

 
Scarify lawn 
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New Tree Planting Specification 

All new trees planting whether as replacement planting for trees removed as part of the development or as 

additional trees within a landscape scheme for the development shall be of a size from standard trees up to 

advanced nursery stock.  

The trees supplied will be either container grown or root-balled and preferably supplied and planted in the 

dormant season from October to March. 

Tree Sizes: Standard = 8-10cm girth and 2.5-3.0 metres high 

  Heavy Standard = 12-14cm girth and 3.5-4.25 metres high 

  Advanced nursery stock = 16-18cm/18-20cm girth and 4.5-6.25 metres high 

Girth is measured at 1 metre above ground and all trees will generally have a 1.5-1.8 metre clear stem.  

Method 1 

1. Create planting pit by excavating to required depth and diameter to provide sufficient space to accommodate 

the root ball of the tree with 100-150mm space around the root ball to enable back fill to be placed and firmed. 

Ensure tree is located within the planting pit at the nursery level with the surrounding ground level. 

2. Back fill for the planting will be as dug for the tree pit and incorporated with 80 to 160 litres of Tree Planting & 

Mulching Compost prior to back filling. Where soil is of very poor quality this will be replaced with imported 

soil/growing medium to BS recommendations. 

3. Root balled trees to be placed in tree pit with hessian and wire wrap retained and container trees to be placed in 

pit prior to removal of container before back filling. 

4. Root pruning of damaged and girdling roots should be carried out at this stage prior to back filling.  

5. Back filling is to take place in stages by firming layers of soil around the root ball to the finish surface level.  

6. Support for the tree will be by using the short twin stake method. This requires use of 1.8 metre long and 

100mm diameter machine rounded pressure treated stakes driven into the ground either side of root ball to a 

minimum of 600mm and at 180 degrees apart. Distance between stakes will vary depending on root ball size but 

should be no greater than 600mm.  

7. Trees shall be tied to the stakes using flexible tree banding positioned 100mm below top of the stakes. Each tie 

will be felt nailed to stake and taken around the tree with 3 twists on its self before nailing back on the stake. Tree 

ties should be tensioned accordingly to enable good support but flexibility for the tree. 

8. The tree planting to be completed with a 75mm layer of good quality composted bark mulch to 500mm radius 

around tree, which will assist with moisture retention and weed suppression during the establishment phase.  

9. Irrigation for the tree is to be supplied by the ‘Treegator’ system which shall be supplied at time of planting and 

positioned around the stem as required.  
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10. Aftercare for trees will consist of filling ‘Treegator’ once per week in growing season for the first year of 

establishment and up to 2 years after planting as required. Checking tree stakes and ties on an annual basis for up 

to 2 years after planting. Formative pruning of the crown as required within the aftercare period. Weed control of 

tree base area as necessary.  

Method 2 

 As per method 1 above with the exception of points 6 and 7 2. Support for the tree will be by use of the ‘Platypus’ 

or similar tree root anchor system installed as per manufacturers recommendations. This system will be used for 

mainly advanced nursery stock plants and above. 
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