Planning Application - 77570/APP/2022/2978 NORTH VIEW CAR PARK 213 FIELD END ROAD EASTCOTE HA5 1QZ Part use of the existing public car park for secured car pound comprising of staff office, fencing, and all associated external works


Officer’s response in blue.

We therefore now seek clarification on a number of points from you, as the Case Officer:-

1. For what purpose are the car parking spaces shown and the mobile office to be used?

The carparking spaces as shown on the proposed drawing are as they exists on site at present and will be used for parking cars brough into the Pound area by the pickup trucks. Cars will be released on payment of fine, in the event the cars are not claimed within certain period then these cars will be removed from the Pound area by others. The Pound will also store Motorbikes.

The office is a self-contained unit with welfare and toilet facility powered by solar panels and a backup generator. Appointed staff will manage the Pound operation by way of controlled access to the area by pickup trucks and car owners to pick up the cars after payment of fine.

 
1. Will the use result in regular high volumes of vehicle traffic coming and going through the remaining public car parking area, the entrance to which is a constricted side road coming out close to the busy traffic light junction of North View Road with Field End Road and Elm Avenue?  Have any resultant H&S issues been assessed and risks satisfactorily mitigated?

The Car Pound is designed to accommodate only about 26 cars as stated on the drawing and it is anticipated that there will be approximately 4-5 trips per day. To address the Health and Safety matters the truck driver will contact the staff to ensure that the site is safe to enter.  In case of any safety issues within the car park or access road then the truck driver will be instructed to wait till it’s safe to entre. The are many other Health and safety regulations associated with the operation of the Car Pound and the Council will legally bound to comply with all relevant regulations.

1. The office unit is designated as mobile – is the application to meet a permanent requirement or for a temporary purpose and if temporary, for how long will it be needed?

The proprietary office unit looks in design as a mobile structure but is a self-contained office unit which complies with health and safety at work acts and can be replaced should it develop defects which cannot be fixed. 

The office will remain in the location as shown on the drawing for the duration of the use of the site. For clarity the application is for a permanent use though the Council may decide in future to decommission and locate elsewhere. 



1. The whole of the current North View car park area is, on working days, fully occupied, largely by Underground commuters – has there been a survey of usage which proves that the loss of the spaces shown is acceptable and will not cause ‘overspill’ parking problems elsewhere?

The Parking Team carried usage survey over the last 12 month and data collected and analysis of the the usage showed that there is spare capacity to accommodate Car Pound for 26 cars without impacting on the daily use of the par park. 

1. Is the car park owned by TFL or the Council – if by TFL, where is the documentation that shows the Council has whatever agreement/right necessary to make the proposed use of the designated space?

The land was passed by the Railway Authority to the Council  and has covenants to seek their consent.   TFL the current authority were approached and have not raised any objection to the proposal.


