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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Project Background  

 
1.1.1 The site is a former Abellio Bus Garage based on North Hyde Gardens. The development is 

to construct an energy Centre which will provide standby power to the Ark Data Centre 

Complex.  

 
1.1.2 As part of the development and the planning agreement the Canal and Rivers Trust (C&RT) has 

requested demonstration that the development will not:  

 
• Affect the use of the Towpath  

• Impact the character and appearance of the canal corridor  

• Impact the structural integrity of the canal infrastructure or the 

canal biodiversity  

1.2 Site Location  

 
1.2.1 The site is located on the site of the former Abellio Bus Garage on North Hyde Gardens.  

 

1.2.2 The site is adjacent to the Grand Union Canal and is separated from the tow path by means of 

weld mesh security fence portion of the site to be redeveloped lies directly adjacent to the 

Grand Union Canal.  

 
 

Figure 1-1 Site Location 

Former Abellio bus garage 
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1.3 Purpose of Report  

 
1.3.1 The purpose of this report is to aid in the discharge of the planning condition stated in 1.1.2.  

 
1.3.2 The report will outline:  

 
A high-level understanding of the works and how they will not affect the canal & rivers 

trust and improve the appearance of the area. 

2 Impact of the Substation Works  

 
2.1 Canal Towpath  

 
2.1.1 The canal towpath will not be affected by the energy centre works. The site is separated from 

the towpath by means of a security fence which will remain in place during the whole of the 

works.  

2.1.2 The fencing has netting installed to aid appearance and to protect debris from blowing in 

direction through the fencing.  

2.1.3 As above, the towpath would not be stopped up or blocked at any time due to the works and  

dur to the demarcation to the towpath there will be no impact on the safe enjoyment of the 

canal by users.  

2.2 Impact on the Character and Appearance of the Canal Corridor  

2.2.1 Upon completion of the energy centre and Data Centre construction works, it is planned that 

the existing fence which directly abuts the towpath will be removed and replaced by a wider 

landscaping scheme as presented by Ark DC during the planning process. This will improve the  

appearance and feeling of space in the area immediately adjacent to the canal. 

 

2.3 Impact on the Structural Integrity of the Canal  

 
2.3.1 No works will be within 6m of the canal.  

 
2.3.2 Piling methodologies have been chosen to have limited impact on all known assets included the 

canal and the deep sewers. At significant cost, the project has chosen CHD and CFA piles which  

Use an auger type drill with limited discharge of material. This technique removes all vibrations 

from traditional piling practices, a piling mat is created to ensure stability of the ground during 

the works.  

 

2.3.3 There are no piles within 10m of the canal, the chosen methodology will not impact on the 

towpath or the canal basin, however a condition survey of the towpath will be undertaken before  

and after the piling works.  
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2.4 Impact on waterway & health  

 
2.4.1 There would be no impact on the waterway and health as a result of the works.  
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Appendix A : CHD Piling 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix B : CFA Piles 
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Appendix C : Pile Layouts 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Secant wall installed with CFA piles 
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Structural piles installed using CHD piles 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


