lconic listed arts centre at the
University of Sussex
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NEW fenestration for an
iconic listed arts centre at the
University of Sussex
presented a particular
challenge for architects RH
Partnership but the
successful outcome has
been achieved thanks to
close collaboration with steel
window experts Crittall.

The University’s
Attenborough Centre for
Creative Arts (ACCA) was
designed in the 1960s by Sir
Basil Spence and is now
listed Grade 2* by English
Heritage.

The building’s curved brick
exterior is punctuated at
ground floor level by steel
windows and doors that,
along with the rest of the
structure, had fallen into a

state of disrepair.

Extensive consultation was
undertaken by the Brighton-
based architectural practice
with English Heritage (now
Historic England) and
Brighton & Hove City
Council’s conservation team
for the most acceptable
solution to replace the
existing metal framed, single
glazed windows and doors.

“RH Partnership have
worked very closely with
Crittall Windows to reproduce
the patterns and profiles
using W20 sections and to
incorporate double glazed
units,” says architect David
Sweeney.

“With large areas of glazing
in the front-of-house spaces,
the capability to add slimline

Art Centre’s winning performance
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double glazed units has
drastically improved the
thermal performance of this
building.”

Solar control glass has also
been added to particular
south and east facing
windows to reduce
overheating during summer,
and natural ventilation has
been improved by an
increase in openable
windows and the introduction
of trickle vents.

The complete
refurbishment of the building,
including a main auditorium
with a flexible 350 seating
arrangement, exhibition
spaces, four differently-sized
studios and teaching rooms
and the development of an
area beneath the auditorium

to provide 33% more usable
space than was envisaged in
the original design, has
provided the University with a
cultural flagship structure.

Says David Sweeney:
“Working on a Sir Basil
Spence, Grade 2* Listed
Building such as this can be
a real challenge. The solution
provided by Crittall Windows
has been very successful
both in terms of its
performance and the
appearance of this 1969
iconic building.”

Client: University of Sussex
Contractor: Kier
Architect: RH Partnership

Crittall Windows Limited, Francis House, Freebournes Road, Witham, Essex CM8 3UN

Tel: +44 (0)1376 530800 Fax: +44 (0)1376 530801

Web: www.crittall-windows.co.uk
Crittall® is a registered trade mark of Crittall Windows Ltd

E-mail: hg@crittall-windows.co.uk




