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1

1.1

1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

Introduction

Background Information

Table 1: Schedule 17 Address Details and Description of Works

Site Details
Scheme High Speed Two
Applicant High Speed Two (HS2) Limited

Applicant Address ¢/o Agent:
SCS Railways Joint Venture (SCS)
Xavier House,
5a Granby Terrace,
London,
NW1 3SA

Site Address The Harvil Road (Harefield Road) NAJ2/18

The works are located at;
Northern extent: X (Easting): 506123, Y (Northing): 187427
Southern extent: X (Easting): 506193, Y (Northing): 187318

Description Application under Schedule 17 of the High Speed Rail (London to West

Midlands) Act 2017 for earthworks, walls, fencing associated with the
demolition and removal of the former Harvil Road bridge and highway.

Terms of Reference

This Written Statement is compiled in accordance with the High Speed Two (HS2)
Phase 1 Planning Memorandum and Planning Forum Notes (PFNs) as required by
the planning regime established under Schedule 17 of the High Speed Rail (London -
West Midlands) Act 2017 (‘the Act).

This statement provides London Borough of Hillingdon with information to assist
with the determination of the Plans and Specifications submission under Schedule

17, in relation to the above description of works.

The information in this Written Statement is provided for information to assist in
determining the request for approval. It is not for approval.
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1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.4

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

Introduction to High Speed 2

HS2 is a new high speed railway network that will connect major cities in Britain. It
will bring significant benefits for inter-urban rail travellers through increased
capacity and improved connectivity between London, the Midlands and the North. It
will release capacity on the existing rail network and so provide opportunities to
improve existing commuter, regional passenger and freight services.

Phase One of HS2 will provide a dedicated high speed rail service between London,
Birmingham and the West Midlands. It will extend for approximately 230km (143
miles). Just north of Lichfield, high speed trains will join the West Coast Main Line for
journeys to and from Manchester, the North West and Scotland.

For further information on HS2 and the route through London Borough of Hillingdon
please refer to the Planning Context Report for London Borough of Hillingdon,
deposited with the Council by HS2 Ltd.

High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Act 2017

The Act provides powers for the construction and operation of Phase 1 of High
Speed Two. HS2 Ltd is the nominated undertaker in relation to the works subject to
this Plans and Specifications submission.

Section 20 to the Act grants deemed planning permission for the works authorised
by it, subject to the conditions set out in Schedule 17. Schedule 17 includes
conditions requiring the following matters to be approved or agreed by the relevant
LPA.

e Construction arrangements (including large goods vehicle routes);
e Plans and specifications;

e Bringing into use requests; and

o Site restoration schemes.

This is therefore a different planning regime to that which usually applies in England
(i.e. the Town and Country Planning Act) and is different in terms of the nature of
submissions and the issues that the LPAs can have regard to, in determining
requests for approval.

Schedule 17 of the Act sets out the grounds on which the LPA may impose
conditions on approvals or refuse requests for approval.
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1.4.5 This Written Statement includes information supporting the Plans and Specifications
submission in relation to the matters outlined in Table 2 below.

Table 2: Schedule 17 Plans and Specifications Submission Details

Plans and e Earthworks:
Specifications o New slope cutting adjacent to bridge to enable debonding
(permanent works) from adjacent retained raised storage yard.

o Localised excavations around bridge piers and abutments to
facilitate removal to 300mm below ground level.

o Reprofiling of embankment slopes over the left-in- situ
bridge foundations.

e Walls and Fencing:
o Construction of a King post retaining wall to adjacent
property boundary
o New security and boundary fencing north and south of the
Chiltern Railway line.
o Vehicle restraint barriers to north side of realigned Skip Lane.
1.4.6. The works to which this application relates and the cumulative impact of the works
in conjunction with other HS2 development have been assessed and are compliant
with paragraph 1.1.3. (bullet point 2) of the HS2 Phase 1 Environmental Minimum
Requirements General Principles.

1.5 Code of Construction Practice

1.5.1 HS2 Ltd as the nominated undertaker is contractually bound to comply with the
controls set out in the Environmental Minimum Requirements (EMRs). The EMRs
include the HS2 Code of Construction Practice (CoCP).

1.5.2 The works subject to this request for approval of Plans and Specifications will be
undertaken in accordance with the Code of Construction Practice, and with the Class
Approval issued by the Secretary of State (March 2017)".

1.6 Schedule 17 Statutory Guidance

1.6.1 The Schedule 17 Statutory Guidance issued by the Secretary of State (Updated
November 2023)? provides guidance to all planning authorities determining requests

' https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-rail-london-west-midlands-act-2017-class-approval
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-rail-london-to-west-midlands-act-2017-schedule-17-statutory-
guidance/high-speed-rail-london-west-midlands-act-2017-schedule-17-statutory-guidance
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for approval under Schedule 17 to the Act. Paragraph 20 of the Statutory Guidance
states that planning authorities should not through the exercise of Schedule 17 seek
to modify controls already in place such as the Environmental Minimum
Requirements, other controls in the Act such as those under Schedule 4 or 33, or
existing legislation.

1.7 Structure of Written Statement

1.6.2 This Written Statement is structured as follows:

e Adescription of the location and main characteristics of the area in which the
works will be carried out is provided in Section 2;

e Section 3 describes the main works being undertaken in the area, as set out in
Schedule 1 of the Act, and those that are the subject of this Schedule 17 Plans
and Specifications submission;

e The design approach and rationale for the works which are the subject of this
Schedule 17 Plans and Specifications submission are described in Section 4;

e Section 5 summarises the pre-submission consultations that were undertaken,
including a list of the consultees, dates, attendees at meetings and a brief
summary of the outcome of these discussions;

e A high-level programme for the works and how they fit into the wider
programme for other works in the area, as set out in Schedule 1 of the Act, is

provided in Section 6; and

e Section 7 identifies any other main consents, or known forthcoming consents
associated with the works.

" https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-rail-london-west-midlands-act-2017-class-approval
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2.1

2.1.1

Site Location and Characteristics

Site Location

The application site (hereafter known as ‘the site’) is located in the London Borough
of Hillingdon, at the original Harvil Road Bridge crossing the existing Chiltern Line
railway, to the South of the HS2 Copthall Tunnel and Colne Valley Viaduct, which
have now been fully constructed at the time of this application. The site
encompasses the Harvil Road Bridge and adjacent railway embankments.

The Harvil Road Bridge is currently stopped up and has no public access. With the
road traffic diverted using the newly constructed Harvil Road Overbridge to the East.
The Network Rail (NR) railway embankments within the application site are for the
most part lightly vegetated and are not publicly accessible.

Figure 1 below shows the wider context for the area surrounding the schedule 17
application.

. :
HS2 Colne Valley Viaduct Xz B
L

and Copthall Tunnel
(Under Construction)

%
AN 3 ¢ Harvil Road
S

NR Chiltern Line Railway

.
u\“"‘;’ s

\? = >
y . ~
Schedule 17 > 4
Application Boundary 4
) %
Uxbridge [t
Golf Coarse
.

) Colne Valley
- ! Regional Park

Figure 1: Aerial image of surrounding context to Schedule 17 application site (Google Earth Image as of 14/06/25)

The area of the application site is shown in Figure 2 below, encompassing the Harvil
Road Bridge NAJ2/18, the Network Rail embankments surrounding the bridge and
includes a section of Skip Lane that approaches the bridge. The application site is
bounded to the North by the HS2 Copthall Tunnel and Colne Valley Viaduct
construction site and to the South by Skip Lane.
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Figure 2: Application site boundary (1MC04-SCJ_OTB-LS-DPL-SS05_SL08-791017)

The bridge demolition comprises the complete removal of the above ground
structure of the Harvil Road Bridge and the partial demolition of the below ground
structure. The demolition of the bridge is authorised under Section 2 of the HS2 Act
and does not require Schedule 17 approval. The bridge was originally built in 1901

and comprises of brick abutments, piers, spandrels and wingwalls with three
elliptical brick arches.

The bridge is approximately 65m long with an approximate skew of 26.5°. The
central span has a 17.1m skew span and 4.42m rise. The two side spans have the
same dimensions of 13.5m skew span and 4.42m rise. The foundations comprise of
a composite of masonry and concrete. A skew section view of the bridge removal has
been shown in Figure 3 with levels of the NR cutting and bridge foundations.

Existing abutment wall
foundatlons left In place

Existing bridge structure removed
1o 300mm below surface level
Proposed regraded slope Proposed regraded slope
Harvil Road Existing Overbridge
5714 mOD Top of Brdge
=

=T T 1 1 J_i
— |

47,45 monii(zlilllem' 5ajlway Line
Plers removed 1o 300mm

Exlsling abutment wall
below surface level

foundations laft in place
[ &t mee i £ mop

Figure 3: Cross section through bridge and foundations 1MC04-SCJ_OTB-LS-DSE-SS05_SL08-792027)
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2.1.7 The demolition is proposed to be carried out during a 54-hour NR track possession
with the complete removal of the above ground structure of the Harvil Road Bridge

and the partial removal of the foundations to approximately 300mm below ground
level.

2.1.8 The Harvil Road carriageway has now been diverted over the newly constructed
bridge approximately 80m to the East. This was the subject of a separate Schedule
17 application. The remaining section of road leading to the old former Harvil Road
bridge is now known as “Skip Lane”. The old bridge is currently being used as an
access point for the HS2 site to the North of the application boundary and is no
longer open to public traffic.

2.1.9 A site visit was carried out on 25" September 2025. A selection of photographs of
the old and new bridges and carriageways are provided below for context.

sk

Figure 4: Former Harvil Road Bridge
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Figure 6: Existing Skip Lane (looking east) leading to the Harvil Road Bridge and Sortera compound

eB Document Reference: Page 9



Schedule 17 Plans and Specifications
Written Statement - Earthworks associated with demolition of former Harvil Road Bridge

Figure 8: Aerial view of the old Harvil Road Bridge looking west (Image Routeview 02/02/2024)
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2.1.10

2.1.11

2.1.12

2.1.13

2.1.14

Adjacent Land Uses

Prior to HS2 construction works commencing the area surrounding the application

site was largely open and rural with much of the land being designated as Green Belt
Land. At the time of this application the land to the North and East of the application

site is occupied by HS2's Copthall Tunnel construction sites operated by SCS JV.

Within the immediate vicinity of the application site, along Skip Lane, there are

additional industrial and business receptors, including the Sortera recycling business

immediately to the south-west.

Running through the application site is the Upline and Downline tracks of the
Network Rail Chiltern Line NAJ2 connecting Northolt Junction and Ashendon
Junction.

Further from the application site is the recreational receptor of the Uxbridge Golf

Cours, located to the South-West of the application site.

There are no residential receptors within the immediate vicinity of the application
site.

; N L\ | Sortera
‘ (leased and occupied)

: |

| Additionalpotential

\ Businessreceptors

AW
Recreational Receptors :
(Uxbridge Golf Course

Figure 9: Nearest receptors to the appllcatlon site (Google Earth Image as of 14/06/25)
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Environmental Characteristics - Ground Water

2.1.15 The application site is located within a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ2),
which is categorised as a ‘Zone 1 - Inner Protection Zone’, however no consents are
required under Schedule 33 (5) of the HS2 Act from the Environment Agency as the
demolition works and embankment reprofiling do not involve any deep piled or
other foundations that could impact water bearing strata.

Environmental Characteristics - Ecology

2.1.16 The site does not fall within, and is not in close proximity to, any statutory ecological
designations. It has been assessed that the proposed works will have no adverse
impacts on any statutory ecological designations and therefore no specific mitigation
measures are required.

2.1.17 For context, the nearest statutory ecological designations to the site are ‘Fray’s Valley'
Local Nature Reserve (LNR), ‘Ruislip Woods' National Nature Reserve (NNR) and
‘Fray’s Farm’ LNR which are located approximately 0.6km, 1.3km and 1.5km,
respectively (see Figure 10).

= Mid Colne
L Valley

fenl 7‘} ) "é

> 2 % - e IR 7 1 T O
Conrds (511921, $86473) Gl el TN 1938847 § ™ Fure PA. L\ T ke S S ) % s e [ \s?, (2 Crown Copymatt and

D National Nature Reserve
B Local Nature Reserve

m Site of Special Scientific Interest
D Indicative Schedule 17 application boundary
== Realigned Harvil Road
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Figure 10: Location of SSSIs, LNRs and NNRs in proximity to the application site. Source: MAGIC (Defra)

2.1.18 The site falls within one non-statutory ecological designation, the Site of Borough
Importance: Brackenbury Railway Cutting SBLII, as shown in Figure 11.
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-=-=- Realigned Harvil Road

Figure 11: Non-statutory ecological designations. Source: Environmental Statement, Volume 5, Map books, CFA6, South Ruislip to

Ickenham, Ecology
2.1.19 The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) tool MAGIC identifies
the following unprotected habitats and species falling within the site:
e Woodland:

e NE Priority Habitat Inventory ‘Deciduous Woodland’
e FC National Forest Inventory ‘Broadleaved'
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e Birds:
e NE Priority Species for CS Targeting ‘Lapwing’
e NE Farmland Birds ‘Lapwing’  and ‘Snipe’
e RSPB Grassland Assemblage Farmland Birds ‘2’
e Other Habitats:
e NE National Habitat Network ‘Network Enhancement Zone 2’

2.1.20 An ecological site assessment was undertaken in August 2025 by a suitably qualified
ecologist to identify potential ecological constraints associated with the proposed
demolition of the former Harvil Road Bridge and associated earthworks. The
assessment included a walkover survey of habitats and a preliminary appraisal of
the bridge structure and trees within 15 m of the works area for their potential to
support legally protected species.

2.1.21 No impact pathways were identified to statutory or non-statutory designated sites,
priority habitats or irreplaceable habitats. The bridge structure and trees within 15 m
of the bridge were assessed for their suitability to support roosting bats. The bridge
was found to have negligible suitability for roosting bats, with no features identified
that would provide suitable roosting opportunities. Similarly, the trees proposed for
removal were assessed as having negligible suitability for roosting bats and no
potential roost features were recorded.

2.1.22 As no suitable bat roosting features were identified within the bridge structure or
associated trees, no evidence of bat roosts was recorded and no loss of bat roosts
will occur as a result of the proposed bridge demolition or vegetation clearance.
Consequently, the works do not constitute a licensable activity under the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), and no bat
mitigation licence is required.

2.1.23 Habitats within the works area were identified as having suitability to support
nesting birds. Vegetation clearance will therefore be undertaken outside of the main
bird nesting season where practicable or preceded by a nesting bird check
undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist.

2.1.24 Giant hogweed was also recorded within 15 m of the bridge structure and will be

managed in accordance with the project's invasive non-native species management
procedures.”
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Heritage Characteristics

The site does not contain any listed or locally listed heritage assets or have any

For context, the nearest heritage assets to the site are the scheduled monument
Brackenbury Farm moated site and Grade Il listed Brackenbury Farmhouse, the
Grade Il listed buildings of Barn and Shelter Shed, Forecourt Walls and Highway
Farmhouse, and the Grade Il listed North Lodge. All of these heritage assets fall

2.1.25

located within the vicinity of the site.
2.1.26

within approximately 900m of the site (see Figure 12).
2.1.27

There are also a number of heritage assets in the wider area, which fall within 2km

radius of the site (see Figure 12). The works for approval have been assessed to have
no impact on any heritage assets, or their setting, within proximity of the site and the

wider area.

ol |
a* &—Mound with ditch
and outer bank
south of Savay
Farm

»

Denham Court

-
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Farm moated
site

2 — Medieval moated

site south-east of

North A Brackenbury Farm
Lodge «
A
F )
irch of St Gi/r."?i‘*“

A |isted Building
I:l Scheduled Monument

- - Realigned Harvil Road

D Indicative Schedule 17 application boundary

Figure 12: Location of listed buildings and scheduled monuments. Source: Historic England
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2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

Surrounding Highway Network

Within this area of the London Borough of Hillingdon, the road network is sparse,
comprising largely primary and secondary rural routes. Within the immediate vicinity
of the application site there are the minor roads of Harvil Road, now diverted to the
East over the new bridge, Newyears Green Lane to the North and Breakspear Road
to the East. Smaller lanes in the vicinity include Skip Lane to the South and Dews

Lane to the North. To the South of the application site the main highway is the A40
that splits into the M40 and A40 Oxford Road at the Motorway Junction J1.

The highway network for the London Borough of Hillingdon, within the vicinity of the
application area is shown in Figure 13 below:
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Figure 13: Highway network in the vicinity of the Harvil Road Bridge (MAGIC-Defra)

The significant highways within an approximate 1km radius of the application site
have been summarised below:

¢ Minor Roads
o Harvil Road
o Breakspear Road South
o Newyears Green Lane

The significant highways within an approximate 2.5km radius of the application site
have been summarised below:
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3.1

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

Motorway
o M40

A-Roads

o A40 - Oxford Road
o A412

o A4180

B-Roads
o B467
o B466

Minor Roads
o Moorhall Road

Description of the Works

Introduction

This Written Statement supports the Schedule 17 submission for the approval of
plans and specifications for earthworks and reprofiling of the land in the vicinity of
the former Harvil Road bridge which is to be demolished.

The Plans and Specifications submitted for approval are listed in the pro-forma
accompanying the application. A summary of the proposed works for approval is
provided in Section 3.2 below.

Section 3.3 summarises the indicative mitigation relevant to the works being
submitted in accordance with paragraph 7.5.2 of the Planning Memorandum.

Sections 3.4 - 3.6 provide information on other aspects of the works to assist in
understanding the context of planned construction methodology and how EMR
controls apply to the works being submitted for approval. The information in
Sections 3.4- 3.6 is not for approval under Schedule 17.

Works for Approval

The relevant scheduled works as set out under Schedule 1 of the Act to which this
Schedule 17 submission relates are:

Work No. 1/76 - A realignment (part) of Harvil Road commencing at a point 230 metres
south-east of the junction of that road with Skip Lane and terminating at a point 223
metres north of that junction. Work No. 1/76 includes a bridge over the Aylesbury to
Marylebone Line
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Work No. 1/77 - An access road commencing by a junction with Work No. 1/76 at a point
190 metres south-east of the junction of Harvil Road with Skip Lane and terminating on
Harvil Road at a point 77 metres south-east of that junction

3.2.2 The works submitted for approval comprise earthworks required for the
reinstatement and reprofiling of the land to make good after demolition of the
former Harvil Road Bridge, retaining of the east side of the adjacent property to the
southwest with a King Post wall and the provision of associated fencing.

Wider Schedule 17 Applications

3.2.3 Multiple Schedule 17 applications have previously been submitted within the
immediate vicinity of the site, outlined in this application. The majority of these are
situated to the North and East and have been summarised in Figure 14.

4

Harvil Road
Area Structures

Harvil Road Overbrldge N \
(over Chiltern Lones)

I  schedule 17 Application — Earthworks associated with demolltlon of former Harvil Road bridge
Schedule 17 Approval — Harvil Road realignment
Schedule 17 Approval — Copthall Tunnel (including maintenance sidings)

Figure 14: Summary of surrounding HS2 Schedule 17 applications
Earthworks

3.24 Once the Harvil Road Bridge has been demolished the north and south
embankments of the Chiltern Line rail corridor are to be stabilised and reprofiled to
make-good the land.
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3.2.5 The foundations of the demolished piers will be left in situ from a level about
300mm below ground level and backfilled in line with the surrounding embankment
level.

3.2.6 Where the former Harvil Road bridge was previously retaining a raised storage yard
to the south-west, a new king post retaining wall will be constructed. The ground
level behind this wall will be reinstated to match the existing level in this area.

3.2.7 The embankment stabilisation works include a system of 18m long soil nails spaced
along a 1.5m grid avoiding the remaining bridge foundations. These soil nails will
provide stability to the slopes and work together with the proposed re-vegetation of
the embankments. The layout of the proposed soil nails within the north and south
embankments have been shown in blue hatching in Figure 15. A typical cross section
through the embankment showing the soil nails is provided in Figure 16.
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3.2.8
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Figure 16: Typical cross section through soil nails (not for schedule 17 approval)

The area of the proposed earthworks will be replanted as grasslands (refer to
1MC04-SCJ_OTB-LS-DPL-SS05_SL08-791030 for information) to reinstate the land to a
similar condition to that prior to demolition of the bridge.

Fencing (location only)

New security fencing is proposed along the Network Rail land boundaries north and
south of the NR tracks to tie into existing security fence. The location of the
proposed fencing is shown on: 1TMC04-SCJ_OTB-LS-DPL-SS05_SL08-791026. These
will take the form of standard steel palisade fences and conform to Network Rail’s
standard details (1MC04-SCJ_OTB-LS-DDE-SS05_SL08-794021).

New permanent vehicle restraint barriers, 37m in length, are proposed on the
northern side of the realigned Skip Lane between the existing Sortera compound
gate and the start of the new bend in the road, blocking what was previously the
route over the Harvil Road Bridge. For information, refer to the proposed highway
plan drawing for the location of this barrier: 1MC04-SCJ_OTB-HW-DPL-SS05_SL08-
791015. These highway works will be the subject of a separate Schedule 4
application and do not form part of this Schedule 17 application.

Indicative Mitigation

The removal of the existing Harvil Road bridge and making good of the land will
result in a net increase in grassland within the Network Rail cutting and does not
interface with any designated heritage assets. Therefore, no specific mitigations with
respect to landscape effects are proposed as part of this submission.
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3.3.2 The extents of indicative soft landscaping of the Network Rail slopes is shown for
information on TMC04-SCJ_OTB-LS-DPL-SS05_SL08-791030. Replacement woodland
planting is not feasible for these slopes due to the gradient exceeding 1:4. Loss of
‘Deciduous Woodland' and ‘Broadleaved’ habitats is mitigated by replacement tree
planting in the wider Harvil Road and Copthall area.

3.33 Clearance of trees and dense shrub will be undertaken outside of breeding season
to minimise the impact to breeding birds within the site. Where it is not possible to
undertake clearance outside of the breeding season, clearance will take place under
a watching brief with a qualified Ecologist. A biosecurity management plan (BMP) will
be implemented regarding the presence of giant hogweed.

334 A restoration scheme for the land will be submitted for agreement of the local
planning authority under Schedule 16 of the HS2 Act prior to handing the land back
to the landowner (NR).

3.4 Construction Method

3.4.1 The works subject to this request for approval of Plans and Specifications will be
undertaken in accordance with the HS2 Code of Construction Practice and the Class
Approval issued by the Secretary of State (March 2017).

3.4.2 This section summarises the general construction methodology and the main
temporary works arrangements. The arrangements described may alter, are for
information and background only and do not form part of this request for approval.

3.4.3 The following sequence outlines the anticipated construction methodology for these
works, including any necessary hold points:

Pre-Bridge Demolition

e Undertake vegetation clearance 15m either side of the existing bridge.
e Install temporary vehicle barriers and security fences on Skip Lane.
e Install temporary drainage arrangement at Skip Lane end of bridge.

King Post Wall Construction

e Take possession of Sortera yard and cut temporary slope to west of southern
abutment wall to facilitate installation of permanent king post wall.

e Remove short section of existing king post wall intersecting bridge abutment on
Network Rail land.

e Install permanent king post wall on RVL Properties Land and tie into existing king
post wall (after bridge demolition).
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o Backfill temporary slope behind new king post wall, reinstate yard and handover
to Sortera/RVL Properties.

Bridge Demolition

e Construct a temporary haul road on the northern embankment to facilitate
removal of demolition material from track level up to the SCS JV site compound.
e Install and commence monitoring of Network Rail tracks.
e Bridge demolition during a 54-hour track possession.
e Installation of crash decks and track protection.
e Remove bridge road surface and infill.
e Remove bridge parapets.
e Break out bridge incrementally from one side.
e Break down piers to 300mm below existing ground level.
e Remove debris to SCS JV stockpile area.
e Remove track protection and handover to Network Rail.

Post-Bridge Demolition

e Continue track level monitoring beyond end of demolition works for a period to
be determined in the monitoring plan.

e Once piers have been demolished to 300mm below ground level, the slopes are
to be regraded to match the existing slopes either side of the bridge.

e Install permanent highway drainage on Skip Lane and decommission temporary
drainage arrangements.

e Install permanent vehicle protection barriers, remove temporary barriers and
complete remodelling of end of Skip Lane.

e Install new permanent security fences to north and south sides of the NR tracks.

Slope Stabilisation and Restoration

e Install soil nail slope reinforcement on North and South embankments.
e Revegetation and reseeding of the site area and embankments.

3.5 Historic Environment

3.5.1 The HS2 Heritage Memorandum (part of the HS2 Environmental Minimum
Requirements) explains that a route-wide generic written scheme of investigation:
Historic Environment Research and Delivery Strategy (GWSI: HERDS) has been
prepared in consultation with Historic England (HE) and the LPA's. It sets out the
research framework and general principles for design, evaluation, investigation,
recording, analysis, reporting and archive deposition to be adopted for the design
development and construction.

3.5.2 In consultation with the archaeological advisor, the advisor for Greater London
Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS) and Historic England (HE), an overarching
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strategy has been developed along with a project plan for Geoarchaeological and
Medieval Landscape Investigations across this section of HS2. The scope of these
strategies has been discussed at meetings and workshops with representatives from
Area Central and Area South EWC with GLAAS and Historic England.

3.5.3 The HS2 Heritage Memorandum also sets out how the historic environment
(including heritage assets and their setting) will be addressed during design. The HS2
Environmental Memorandum sets out the approach to landscape and visual
mitigation which takes account of the historic environment.

3.54 The likelihood of encountering assets of either archaeological or historical interest in
the area of the Harvil Road Bridge site is deemed as low. With the agreement of the
Principle Archaeologist for the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service
(GLAAS) and Planning Archaeologist for the London Borough of Hillingdon, the area
was removed from the archaeological scope during the planning stage of the
archaeological evaluation / mitigation works in this area in 2018/19. The primary
reasoning behind this decision was that construction area was focused on land
which would already have been subject to considerable disturbance during the
groundworks required for the earlier construction of the Chiltern Main Line.

3.6 Environmental Management During Construction

3.6.1 The Environmental Memorandum (part of the HS2 Environmental Minimum
Requirements) sets out the arrangements for the management of environmental
issues during construction and the Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) sets out
specific details and working practices that apply. The CoCP is supported by Local
Environmental Management Plans (LEMPs) which include specific measures by topic,
relevant to each relevant local authority area. The LEMP relevant to the works
subject to this Schedule 17 submission is Hillingdon LEMP (May 2019) and can be
found here:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/803295/P1S-HS2-EV-REP-S000-000007_-_LBH_SCSJV.pdf

3.6.2 There are no protected or important species identified within the application site.
Within the wider Hillingdon area, a number of protected or important species have
been identified in the vicinity of the overall HS2 works. Where necessary, protected
species licenses are obtained, and the requirements of the licenses are complied
with. Section 2.1.18 provides further details on unprotected species and habitats in
the site and wider area identified through MAGIC and section 3.3 details the impacts
and mitigation measures for these.
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4.1

4.1.1

4.1.2

41.4

41.5

4.1.6

Design Approach and Rationale

Overview

Following construction of the new Harvil Road Overbridge and realignment of the
Harvil Road approximately 80m to the east, the existing/former Harvil Road bridge
and carriageway crossing are now redundant. An optioneering study was
undertaken which considered the following 4 options for the existing bridge:

e Option 1: Full removal of the structure and foundations.

e Option 2: Full removal of the structure and foundations to 300mm below the
existing ground level.

e Option 3: Removal of the central brick arch span.

e Option 4: Permanently close the bridge to traffic but retain the bridge structure.

Network Rail, the asset owner, subsequently selected Option 2 on the basis that this
would minimise excavations, potential disruption to the Chiltern mainline and long-
term inspection and maintenance costs.

Once the bridge structure has been removed to 300mm below the surrounding
ground levels, these areas over the abutments and piers will be backfilled with a
suitable material and finished with topsoil so that the area of the slopes affected can
be reseeded as grassland.

Slope stability assessments showed that in the long-term there was a risk of
instability in the north and south railway embankments, hence soil nail
reinforcement to the slopes has been proposed. The soil nails will have a concrete
head to further distribute the load and increase the bearing capacity. Although these
nail heads may be visible on the slopes upon completion, once the vegetation on the
slopes takes hold, they will be largely covered and not noticeable.

To the south-west of the bridge there is a slope from track level up to a retained flat
area supporting a building with parking and storage areas. This retained area
interfaces directly with the side of the bridge abutment and is occupied by Sortera, a
recycling business. As part of the enabling works, prior to the demolition of the
bridge, temporary possession of this storage yard will be taken, so that a temporary
slope can be cut to de-bond the raised area from the side of the bridge.

A new king post wall will be constructed so that the ground behind and the storage
yard can be reprofiled and reinstated. This wall will consist of embedded steel posts
with pre-cast concrete panels slotted between them. As the existing retaining wall on
the north side of the Sortera premises is of king post construction, it was considered
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4.1.7

4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

that it would be best wall to use a similar form of retaining structure to visually tie
the new wall into the existing structure.

Currently the Sortera yard extends across Network Rail's land boundary, so itis
proposed to construct the new king post retaining wall wholly on the other side of
this boundary. The neighbouring land, which Sortera are leasing, is owned by RVL
Properties Limited. Refer to Table 3 for a summary of engagement with this
landowner to date.

New security palisade fencing will be installed along all Network Rail land boundaries
both north and south of the Network Rail tracks. All services and utilities crossing the
existing bridge have been disconnected and rerouted across the new Harvil Road
Overbridge. The subsequent highway works will also include a new permanent
vehicle restraint barrier.

Design Constraints

Railway Cutting

The works applied for within this application are to be predominantly carried out
within the Chiltern Line railway cutting. Due to the significant risks involved, the
primary demolition works will be carried out during a 54-hour possession of the
railway line. Enabling works such as the temporary slope cutting and king post wall
construction and subsequent works on the slopes and on Skip Lane can be
completed during Any Line Opening (ALO) hours. The design for these works has
been completed in accordance with Network Rail's standards and will be fully
assured by Network Rail. All the planned works will be coordinated closely with
Network Rail.

Neighbouring Landowner

Sortera and RVL Properties have been consulted throughout the design process due
to the demolition process requiring a temporary possession of their storage yard,
and subsequent construction of a new retaining wall on their land with new
fencelines repositioned on Network Rail's land boundaries. As above, refer to Table 3
for a summary of engagement with this landowner to date.
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5 Pre-submission Consultation

5.1.1 Pre-submission consultation with the Local Planning Authority, statutory consultees
and other relevant stakeholders is summarised in Table 3 below.

Table 3: Pre-submission Consultation with LPA and Statutory Consultees

Consultee Name

Consultation Date Method of

Consultation

Summary of Consultation

Outcome

London Borough of
Hillingdon

RVL Properties Ltd.

Network Rail

RVL Properties Ltd.

10/09/2025 Teams meeting and
presentation

23/10/2025 Teams meeting and
presentation

28/11/2025 Inter-Disciplinary
Check meeting (IDC)
and presentation

01/12/2025 Email

Pre-application meeting to
present overview of the
scheme. LBoH representatives
requested that the schedule
17 application contains
evidence of stakeholder
acceptance of the scheme
from NR and RVL Properties as
well as LONOs from utilities
companies where services
have been disconnected. They
also requested that existing
drainage arrangements and
impacts are covered in this
application.

Summary of the construction
methodology, temporary
works and design intent for
the new boundary fences and
king post retaining wall.

Presentation of Form A (AIP)
content for the scheme.

Distribution of PO1 drawings
for the elements of works
interfacing with RVL Properties
land. No response/objections.
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6 Construction Programme

6.1.1 A high-level programme for the works subject to this submission and how they fit
into the overall programme for other works in the area is contained in Table 4
below. The programme for works on site may vary from the indicative dates shown.

Table 4: Proposed Programme and Sequence of Works

Anticipated Activity Estimated
Start on Site Completion of

Date Works

(quarter/year) (quarter/year)

Q12026 Enabling Works Q32026
Q32026 Bridge Demolition Q32026
Q4 2026 King Post Wall Installation Q42026
Q3 2026 Soil Nailing Q12027
Q2 2026 Drainage Q2 2027
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7.1.1

Other Consents

Other main consents likely to be required for the works are summarised in Table 5
below. Consent requirements may alter during design development and further
consents not identified in Table 5 may be required.

Table 5: Other Consent Requirements

Consent Works Requiring Consent

HS2 Act, Schedule 4, Part 1 Permanent realignment of highway (Skip Lane)

Any other relevant Schedule 17 Plans | Bringing into Use: Diversion of Newyears Green Bourne
and Specifications submissions for

adjacent or associated works e Bringing into Use: Access Road to Skip Lane
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