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Introduction
This document presents a description of the photographs previously presented in relation to the detailed planning application for the Former MSD Facility, Breakspear Road South, Ickenham, London Borough of Hillingdon (hereafter, ‘the Proposed Development’).  The purpose of this document is to provide a better understanding of the visual constraints and likely visibility of the Proposed Development, in support of the application. Figure 1 presents the viewpoint locations and orientation of each view. Figure 2-11 presents the 90° panoramic view from each viewpoint with an outline of the Proposed Development superimposed on the view. 

Viewpoint SelectionA
Guidance within the Guidelines for Landscape and visual Impact Assessment Third Edition (Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment) has informed the viewpoint selection process. A study area boundary 1km from the site has been considered as appropriate to the scale of the Proposed Development, due to its limited visibility beyond this distance. For the purposes of viewpoint selection, an assumed maximum height of 15m above the existing ground level has been assumed for the Proposed Development. Based on desktop research and confirmed in the field, viewpoint locations have been selected based on publicly accessible locations either where sensitive receptors have visibility of existing buildings within the site, which indicates potentially similar visibility of the Proposed Development, or where there is potential visibility of the Proposed Development, albeit glimpsed or very partial, where there is no visibility of the existing buildings. 
Ten viewpoint locations were selected for photography, with nine representing Public Rights of Way (ProW) and one, settlement edge/road. Table 1 provide the identification, location and representation for each viewpoint, which are described in paragraph 6.0 

Table 1: Viewpoints and Visual Receptors
	Viewpoint
	OS Reference
	Visual Receptor

	A1 – PRoW U42
	507068E 187471N
	Users of PRoW

	A2 – PRoW U42
	507121E 187382N
	Users of PRoW

	A3 – Site Entrance / PRoW U42
	507254E 187327N
	Users of PRoW

	B1 – PRoW U41
	507483E 187762N
	Users of PRoW

	B2 – PRoW U41
	507354E 187835N
	Users of PRoW

	B3 – PRoW U41
	507210E 187931N
	Users of PRoW

	B4 – PRoW U41
	507060E 187948N
	Users of PRoW

	C – Celandine Way
	507515E 187264N
	Users of PRoW

	D1 – Harvil Road
	506475E 186353 N
	Residents

	E – PRoW U42
	507023E 187177N
	Users of PRoW



Viewpoint Photography
The photographs were taken using a Canon EOS 6D Digital SLR camera, with a fixed lens and a full-frame (35 mm negative size) CMOS sensor, mounted in landscape format, on a tripod with a pano-head at a height of approximately 1.5m above ground. Photographs taken at Viewpoint A2 were taken in portrait format to accommodate the existing buildings.  Viewpoint locations were recorded with a hand-held GPS. Viewpoint photography was undertaken on 22nd August 2022 by a Landscape Architect at Optimised Environments Limited (OPEN). 

Presentation of the Photographs 
The photographs are presented as planar projected panoramas with a 53.5° HFoV. These should be printed in landscape format at half A1 (841 x 297mm). 

Limitations
Ongoing works relating to HS2 restricted access to several areas around the site when viewpoint photography was undertaken. This limited access to some sections of Public Rights of Way and the local road network with potential visibility of the Proposed Development. In general, when this was the case, an alternative location nearby was selected.  Once in the field,  safe viewpoint locations west of the site were not identified and no photographs were taken from this direction.  

[bookmark: _Ref127785339]Viewpoint Descriptions
A1 PRoW U42
This viewpoint is located on Public Right of Way (PRoW) U42 which runs north to south from Newyears Green Lane to Breakspear Road South. The view looks south-west to the site, from just outside its north-eastern boundary. The site lies in the immediate foreground. Part of the site and parts of some of the existing buildings within are visible at close range albeit screened/strongly filtered by mature trees along the site boundary, which is typical of this stretch of the PRoW. Mature trees run along both sides of the PRoW, strongly enclosing the viewpoint which has little visibility of the surrounding landscape. 

Figure 1b indicates that mature trees along the PRoW will screen/strongly filter the Proposed Development which will be glimpsed at close range. Adjoining trees strongly enclose the viewpoint and a relatively small proportion of the Proposed Development will further enclose this specific view in the same way as the existing buildings on site. The Proposed Development will not increase the enclosure of the view.
A2 PRoW U42
This viewpoint is located on U42 further south than viewpoint A1. The view looks south-west to the site, from just outside its north-eastern boundary. The site lies in the immediate foreground. Existing buildings within the site are visible at close range through a gap in the adjoining linear group of mature trees which otherwise partially screens them and completely screens the site from view. Telephone posts within the gap intervene in the view, making this viewpoint less strongly enclosed than A1, although there is still little visibility of the surrounding landscape.

Figure 2b indicates that mature trees along the site boundary/PRoW will largely screen the Proposed Development, a very small proportion of which will be glimpsed at close range. The Proposed Development will not increase the enclosure of the view.
A3 Site Entrance PRoW U42
Also on U42, this viewpoint is located on the access road from Breakspear Road South to the site. The view looks west to the site, 96 m away at its closest point. Mature trees along the north-eastern boundary of the site and aligning the PRoW screen the site and existing buildings within from view. Although more open than A1 and A2, the wider landscape is screened.

Figure 3b indicates that the Proposed Development will be screened by mature trees along the site boundary and the PRoW.
B1 PRoW U41
[bookmark: _Hlk127540202]This viewpoint is located on PRoW U41, which runs east to west from Breakspear Road South to Newyears Green Lane, traversing open farmland north of the site. The wide view looks south-west to the site, approximately 515 m away. Mature trees along PRoW U42 and along the northern site boundary screen the site and buildings within it from view. Conifer trees along the northern boundary of the site indicate its location, beyond a telephone post. The wider landscape is screened by the combined effects of landform, trees and hedgerows. 

Figure 4b indicates that mature trees along the site boundary and the PRoW will screen the Proposed Development.
B2 PRoW U41
Further west than viewpoint B1, this viewpoint is also located on PRoW U41 within open farmland north of the site.  The view looks southwards to the site, approximately 476 m away. Mature trees along PRoW U42 and along the northern site boundary screen the site and buildings within it from view. The wider landscape is screened by the combined effects of landform, trees and hedgerows.

Figure 5b indicates that mature trees along the site boundary and the PRoW; and nearby hedgerow will screen the Proposed Development.

B3 PRoW U41
This viewpoint is located on the bridleway extending east to west from Breakspear Road South to Newyears Green Lane and traversing open farmland north of the site.  The view looks southwards to the site, approximately 492 m away. Mature trees along PRoW U42 screen the site and buildings within it from view. Four telephone posts are in shot. More elevated than B1 and B2, views from this viewpoint are longer, wider  and overlook more of the surrounding landscape which remains contained by landform, trees and hedgerows.

Figure 6b indicates that a combination of landform, mature trees along the site boundary and the PRoW; and hedgerow enclosing the intervening fields will screen the Proposed Development.

B4 PRoW U41
This viewpoint is located on the bridleway extending east to west from Breakspear Road South to Newyears Green Lane and traversing open farmland north of the site. The view looks southwards to the site, approximately 487 m away. Landform screens the site and buildings within it from view. 

Figure 7b indicates that landform will screen the Proposed Development.

C - Celandine Route
This viewpoint is located on the footpath along the River Pinn. This particular viewpoint location was determined by the extent of works related to HS2 which restricted access to this route when viewpoint photography was undertaken. The view looks westwards to the site, approximately 358 m away. Mature trees along Breakspear Road South and PRoW U41 beyond screen the site and buildings within from view. Intervening vegetation nearby screens the wider landscape.

Figure 8b indicates that mature trees along Breakspear Road South will screen the Proposed Development.

D1 - Harvil Road
Located on Harvil Road, this viewpoint looks north-east to the site, approximately 1091 m away. Continuous hedgerow along the busy road encloses the view. Open farmland bounded by hedgerow and occasional hedgerow trees that slopes down to the embanked railway line below the site is glimpsed through a gap in this hedgerow. Roadside hedgerow in the foreground screens the site. Hedgerow and housing along the road channels views along it.

Figure 9b indicates that hedgerow will screen the Proposed Development.
E PRoW U42
This viewpoint is located on the PRoW that runs east to west from Breakspear Road South to Harvil Road. The close range looks northwards to the site, approximately 142 m away. Existing buildings within the site are visible beyond an embanked railway line and against a backdrop of mature trees, with more trees surrounding the viewpoint enclosing the view.

Figure 10b indicates that the Proposed Development will be visible from the PRoW but will lie below the skyline defined by trees in the background. The HS2 railway line will screen the lower parts of the Proposed Development . The extent and height of the buildings within the Proposed Development will appear similar to the existing buildings on site. The enclosure of the view and the character of the landscape within view will largely remain the same as the existing conditions.
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