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	HEADINGS & ABBREVIATIONS



	TREE NO.
	Reference number. Refer to plan or numbered tags where applicable.

	SPECIES:
	Common name.

	AGE RANGE:
	Y = Young, SM = Semi Mature, EM = Early Mature, M = Mature, OM = Over Mature

	HEIGHT:
	Estimated height expressed in metres.

	CROWN SPREAD:
	Radial crown spread approximately measured to the four cardinal points (for individual trees only). Tree groups: approx. total 

crown spread diameters.

	CROWN CLEARANCE:

STEM DIA:
	Height in metres of crown clearance above ground level (to inform clearance for structures/ movement of vehicles

and shading).

Stem diameter – measured at approximately 1.5 metres above ground level. For multi-stemmed trees the basal diameter

is measured immediately above the root flare




NATS



   None at Time of Survey (tree work)

VITALITY


   Measure of physiological condition. D = Dead, MD = Moribund, P = Poor, M = Moderate, N = Normal 

RISK RATING AND WORK PRIORITY

	Risk Rating
	Description

	Extreme
	Work to be completed immediately

	High
	Work to be completed within 1-2 months

	Medium
	Work to be completed within 12 months

	Low
	Any required work to be completed when resources allow



Summary
The pine T1 has been leaning towards and over the subject property for a number of years. However, given the uncorrected lean of the main trunk, and the high value of the target and potential for severe structural damage, T1 is a Medium Risk tree. We recommend that T1 is removed within 12 months and replaced with a silver birch (given planting location close-building proximity).


Footnote: Before any tree works are undertaken (normal exceptions – deadwood/hanger, dead tree & ivy removal: subsequent proof may be required) it should be checked with the local Council that the subject trees are not covered by a

Tree Preservation Order and/or are not within a Conservation Area. If so, then advance written permission/consent will be required by the Council. NB Covenants may ‘prohibit’ tree removals – we advise that appropriate legal advice is taken.   
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	Vitality
	Comments

	Risk rating and  Management Recommendations 

	T1
	Black Pine 


	M
	22+
	7
	930
	Normal
	T1 is leaning to the north, towards and over the subject property at an approx. angle of 30%. This lean has developed over the years due to light competition from the two early-mature oaks on the south-side of this tree. As a general observation, it is curious as to why this leaning large tree over a close-proximity property has not appeared on the ‘tree risk radar’ – to be managed accordingly - before now. 

At approx. 11m the trunk forks into two large dia. scaffold branches. Whilst these are self-correcting (growing towards the vertical) the trunk importantly is not (see appended photo). Furthermore there is no (reaction) trunk compression wood on underside lean of T1. The counter observation is that (a) no soil mounding /radial cracking was observed to indicate that the root-plate has lifted or is lifting and (b) there is bark ‘popping’ on the main trunk-underside that is normally associated with the settlement (pressure) of the trunk (i.e. trunk lean progression). 

Given the uncorrected lean of the main trunk and further light competition from the early-mature south-side oaks (causing further T1 crown displacement towards/over the property), tree failure is both likely and foreseeable. The mechanism of failure will be root-plate lifting: precipitated during a wet and windy weather event during which the soil could fail (i.e. anchoring fibrous, fine root slippage out of the wet soil). 

The consequences would be severe resulting in structural damage to the roof, fenestration and possibly the upper-storey flank wall of the southern elevation of the subject property.        


	Risk rating: Given that T1 has been leaning for a number of years the risk it posses is neither Extreme nor High. However, given the uncorrected lean of the main trunk, and the high value of the target and potential for severe structural damage, the risk is posses it is not Low. As root-plate failure is predictable in the short-medium term this would be a foreseeable event and without remedial action (see below) the liability for any structural damage would be 100%. For these reasons in our view T1 is a Medium Risk tree.
Management Recommendations (MR): Remove T1 within 12 months. Replace with a silver birch (given planting location close building proximity).
Footnote: The T1 trunk lean could be monitored over the next 2-3 years but given the potential for foreseeable failure and the associated liability this has been discounted as a MR.  


FOOTNOTES

1. VTA is the standard assessment performed from the ground by Tree Risk Assessors. It requires that (where possible) the assessor walks completely around the tree observing the root-plate, 
    woody/buttress roots, main trunk and scaffold branches. It also entails looking at the tree from some distance away to consider its site surroundings.

2. Before any tree works are undertaken (exceptions – deadwood/hanger, dead tree & ivy removal) it should be checked with the local Council that the above trees are not covered by a Tree 

    Preservation Order and/or are not within a Conservation Area. If so, then advance written permission/consent will be required by the Council.  NB Covenants may ‘prohibit’ tree removals – we 

    advise that appropriate legal advice is taken.   

Photo No. 1 to show the uncorrected trunk lean on T1as viewed from the west.
Note close proximity of target that would be impacted in the event of total tree failure.
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