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Approved Document L — Conservation of fuel and power (energy efficiency)
Approved Document K — Protection from falling, collision & impact
Approved Document M — Access and usability

Approved Document O — Overheating

Approved Document Q — Security in dwellings (new builds)

Energy Efficiency (Part L)

U-value targets:

Windows: U-value = 1.2 W/m?-K
External doors: U-value = 1.2 W/m*K

Thermal bridging & airtightness:
Frames must be thermally broken where required and installed with continuous air seals. Thermal bridging must be minimised as part of the whole-house fabric performance strategy.

Ventilation (Part F)
New windows must provide background ventilation, via trickle vents or other equivalent ventilation measures.
Openable sections to provide purge ventilation with openable areas equivilant to at least 1/20 of the rooms floor area

Fire Safety & Escape (Part B)
Escape windows:First and Second Floor bedrooms must have windows capable of providing an emergency escape route, typically with a minimum unobstructed opening area (e.g., ~0.33 m? with minimum dimensions like 450 mm height/width).

Safety Glazing & Protection (Part K)
Safety glass (e.g. toughened/laminated) is required in:

Al external doors,
Side panels near doors,
Windows with low cills (e.g., below ~800 mm above finished floor level),

Security — Resistance to Forced Entry (Part Q)
Windows and external doors should resist common physical attacks (intrusion).

Windows and doors must be Part Q compliant BS PAS 24 (or equivalent STS/LPS security standards).

Access & Use (Part M)
External door openings should meet accessibility requirements:

Minimum clear opening widths and low-threshold access where specified to ensure ease of use for all occupiers and visitors.
Designs must consider wheelchair access and general usability.

Overheating (Part O)

Design must avoid overheating: Glazing size, orientation and shading should be considered as part of compliance with overheating guidance.
Ventilation and solar control measures may be integrated.

Standards, Testing & Marking

Products should meet relevant British/European/UK standards:

UKCA or CE marking for windows and doors is required

Standards like BS 644, BS 6375 (performance), etc., help demonstrate compliance.

Manufacturers will supply test certificates as part of compliance evidence.
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