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1. Introduction
This document is the Design and Access Statement for the proposed development of a replacement Scout Hut at 18 St Catherine’s Road, Ruislip, HA4 7RU. It sets out the design principles that will be adopted for the new building, and the various matters relating to usage and access. There is an existing building on the site which has fallen into disrepair, and it is this building that this application refers. The site is shared with another charity, Orchyd who have a store to the rear of the site and the proposed new building will be positioned to allow access.

 2. Design of the new building
2.1 The proposed new building will be a pre-fabricated single storey wooden structure made by Passmores of Strood in Kent. It will be one of their Club Range buildings, finished in redwood cedar shiplap cladding, with a pitched roof finished in grey man-made slates.
2.2 A new concrete foundation will be required for the new building. The Scout Group is in discussion with a Consulting Engineer as to the design of the new foundation. 
2.3 The main requirement for the hut is to provide a large central room to accommodate up to 40 young people and several Scout Leaders at any one time. In addition there will a Scout Leaders’ room, a kitchen, a storage and training room, and several toilets. All of these will be accommodated within the currently proposed building layout. 

3. Usage of the new building 
3.1 The primary purpose of the building is to provide meeting facilities for the Group’s four Scout Sections on several evenings each week. Times may vary by a quarter or half of an hour from time to time.
  Beaver Scouts meet from 17:30 to 18.45 on Tuesdays 
  Cub Scouts meet from 19:00 to 20:15 on Wednesdays
  Scouts meet from 19:00 to 21:00 on Thursdays
  Explorer Scouts meet periodically from 20:00 to 22.00 on Tuesdays
3.2 In addition to the regular meetings, the proposed new hut will be used for occasional weekend activities, usually half-day or whole day training courses. Scout equipment maintenance is also carried out on an ad hoc basis at various times in the week.
 3.3 The catchment area served by the proposed new building is the Ruislip area.
4. Access Statements
4.1 The proposed new hut is in a residential road on a corner which affords easy access to the new building. The road accommodates local traffic only so there is no confliction. 
4.2 The existing means of access to the site will be maintained with the proposed new hut. There are currently a pair of front gates opening onto St Catherines Road which provide the only access to the site for both people and vehicles.  
4.4 The design of the proposed new building will maintain the main entrance at the South end of the building, providing flat access for wheelchair and disabled users. 
4.5 There will be two other sets of doors in the building: one will also be on the south side of the building but further towards the rear for taking equipment in and out of the store room; and the other will be on the north side of the building, primarily for use as an emergency exit. 
