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2.3
BUILDING CONTEXT

2.3.1 Conservation Area
The Powerhouse is located within the Botwell Thorn EMI 
Conservation Area.

2.3.2 Locally Listed 
Buildings
Part of The Powerhouse, the Shipping Building, The Record 
Store and the Pressing Plant are locally listed buildings 
and besides these, there are no statutory listed buildings 
on the site. However, their greatest significance lies on the 
value of the group as a whole, rather than their individual 
importance. Beyond the site, to the North, is Enterprise 
House, which is a Grade II listed building. 

Please refer to the consented Old Vinyl Factory Outline 
Planning Design and Access Statement Section 2.4.2., for 
more information on the Powerhouse.

Right: Conservation Area
On the other page: Aerial View of The Powerhouse today.  
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2.4
EXISTING BUILDING

2.4.1 History
To be read with reference to the consented Old Vinyl 
Factory Outline Planning Design and Access Statement 
Section 8.12.

2.4.2 Original Building
To be read with reference to the Historic Building Record 
Sections 2 and 3.2, produced by Purcell, submitted with the 
Old Vinyl Factory Outline Planning Design and Access 
Statement.

The Powerhouse, also referred to historically as Neptune, 
was built in 1907, as part of the new Gramophone 
Company’s record factory, in Hayes. 

The form of the original building followed a well establish 
Victorian format: a large machine room housing a series of 
fossil fuel generators enclosed in a classical brick structure, 
with a large arched opening to allow access to the big 
machinery. High windows offered light but no views and a 
small high-level structure with an arched roof housed the 
water tank used for cooling the machinery. 

The interior of the hall had delicate tiling and other 
ornamental details both on the floor and the walls. 

Like the engine of a car, the Powerhouse would have 
been one of the technological prides of the day and its 
architectural envelope reflected that.

Right: 3D model showing the Powerhouse as it was built
On the other page: Top left - The Powerhouse under construction; Top right 
and Bottom - The Powerhouse in the first decades of the 20th century
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2.4.3 Historic Evolution
To be read with reference to the Historic Building Record 
Sections 2 and 3.2, produced by Purcell, submitted with the 
Old Vinyl Factory Outline Planning Design and Access 
Statement.

In 1911, when the factory complex was enlarged,  the 
Powerhouse played a key role on this industrial site. 
The building and the machinery it housed powered the 
whole factory and all its production processes. The Hayes 
factory experienced several changes throughout the 
years, adapting to two World Wars and an ever changing 
market. In 1927 - 1928, for example, and just before 
Gramophone Company’s profits reached a peak in 1929, a 
new Powerhouse was built, next to the original one. This 
building, however, no longer exists. 

The Powerhouse building itself has been changed several 
times since it was first built. The barrel vaulted roof of 
the water tower was replaced with a corrugated pitched 
roof, and circa 1930 the building height was increased 
and the pitched roof was replaced with a concrete barrel 
vaulted roof.  The Powerhouse building eventually became 
detached from the saw-tooth factory building it was 
once attached to. Two factory bays in a state of advanced 
disrepair remain attached to the southern elevation. Also, 
over the years the building’s brick finish has been covered 
with a white render, along most of its visible surfaces.

However, one of the most significant changes was 
probably the introduction, in more recent years (probably 
second half of the 20th century), of a chimney in the 
middle of the main hall, that now dominates its skyline. 
This chimney became one of the most distinctive features 
of the building. 

The Hayes factory eventually became redudant as EMI’s 
operations (the most recent company on site) were moved 
elsewhere.

12 The Old Vinyl Factory, Hayes, Middlesex, Historic Building Record, August 2013 

The factory was built to process original wax discs and to 
distribute records. The new factory dramatically reduced the 
production cost of records and the company was able to cut 
record prices by 20 per cent.7 

The Goss Works (The Pressing Store)

The earliest building located on the site was the Goss 
Works. The building, now known as The Pressing Store, 
was constructed in 1905. The Goss Printing Company 
which was based in Chicago and manufactured newspaper 
printing machines, constructed the original building. 8The 
building was occupied in the First World War by the 
National Aero Engine Company and later by The McCurd 
Lorry Manufacturing Company, who took over in 1921.9 
McCurd’s produced 3.5 and 5 ton lorries and they 
occupied the site until they went into liquidation in c.1927. 
This resulted in the building being sold to The Gramophone 
Company and was incorporated into the main site and 
used as the Complete Machine Stores and Shipping 
Department.

The earliest phase of the Old Vinyl Factory was located in 
the centre of the site, extending south from Blyth Road. The 
building (presently called ‘Neptune’) was one of the earliest 
to be constructed. This may be described in four parts; The 
Record Factory, The Power House, The Water Tower and an 
infill structure between the Power House and The Record 
Factory. At the south of this pile were single-floor, north light 
shed structures. These were probably open plan internally 
and functioned as the production floor, at the heart of the 
industrial process. The finished records were shipped from the 
site via a railway siding that was located at the east side of the 
building. 

7 martland 1996
8 Kelter 2001
9 sherwood 2004

2.4  phAse 1 

  1907: The gRAmOphONe COmpANy 
bUIlT The ReCORD FACTORy AT 
hAyes

To cope with the ever increasing demands for records, in 1907 
The Gramophone Company built a new factory at Hayes, 
Middlesex. The land had been purchased in 1906 from the 
Hayes Development Company.5 The original Gramophone 
Company site comprised 11 acres and was designed to 
employ 600 people.6 

The first sod of the Gramophone Company’s land was cut by 
Edward Lloyd, who was a British tenor and a Gramophone 
Company artist. Nellie (later Dame) Melba, also a famous 
recording artist, later laid the foundation stone of  The Power 
House. 

5 skinner 1997 and sherwood 2004
6 Kelter 2001

1  View of the site from the south-west in 1907 
 (©Courtesy of EMI Group Archive Trust)
2 Interpretation of phases, the site in 1907
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2

132.0  Historical Overview

2.5  phAse 2

 1911: FACTORy COmplex eNlARgeD
The 1907 factory had been primarily designed to produce and 
distribute records. By 1911 the factory’s output was extended 
to produce gramophones and the units or cabinets that 
housed them. New buildings were therefore constructed to 
facilitate this expansion.   

The Gramophone Company commissioned the construction 
of two large buildings; The Cabinet Building and The Machine 
Factory (now called Enterprise House, located to the north). 
The new buildings were utilitarian in form and there was no 
overt attempt at decoration. The exposed reinforced concrete 
frame was relieved only by yellow stock-brick spandrels and 
steel framed glass infill. 

The Machine Factory (Enterprise House) was designed by 
architect Arthur Blomfield and Chief Engineer A. Henderson. 
The factory was also the first building that eminent engineer 
Owen Williams had some involvement with while he was 
working for the UK subsidiary of American owned Trussed 
Concrete Steel Company (Truscon). Williams later claimed 
to have produced the design by himself. He used the Kahn 
reinforced concrete method in the building10. 

The Machine Factory (Enterprise) was a five–storey building 
of ferro-concrete (steel reinforced concrete). This is where 
the gramophones were designed and built. There was a 
vault installed on each floor to store tools. In case of fire, 
lifts and stairs were cut off from the workshops and other 
departments. At the top of the building was the drawing 
office where designs were conceived and worked in detail. 
The floors below held the various machines that were used 
to produce the gramophones. The building also contained a 
progress, inspection department and assembly.11 

The Cabinet Factory (now the Cabinet Building) was built in 
similar construction to the Machine Factory. Research to date 
has found no known documents that detail the architect or 
engineer of the structure, though given that it is contemporary 
with the Machine Factory (Enterprise House) one might 
assume involvement of either Blomfield or Williams. As the 
reinforced concrete used in the Cabinet Building does not 
appear to be the Kahn system, this suggests that Williams 
was not involved. However, because of the distinctly similar 
utilitarian aesthetic design that the two buildings show, it 
is probable that the architect of The Cabinet Building was 
Blomfield.        

10 http://www.engineering-timelines.com/scripts/engineeringItem.

asp?id=377 (Accessed 12/10/2011)
11 hmv 1920
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1  View towards the site from east, The Pressing store can be seen, date 
unknown (c.1912-c.1927) (©EMI Archive Trust)

2 Interpretation of phases, the site in 1911-12.
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2.11 phAse 6 
 1935: JUbIlee hOUse CONsTRUCTeD

In 1935 the Hayes factory was once again expanded. This was presumably as a result of the amalgamation of EMI, its subsidiaries 
and the centralisation of manufacture at Hayes. 

The EMI archive holds the original architectural plans for the construction of Jubilee House, dated 1st March 1935 (reproduced 
on the following pages).  The plans were drawn up by the Chief Engineers Department at The Gramophone Company Ltd (EMI). 
The drawings also reference the Trussed Concrete Steel Company who were involved in the original construction of Enterprise 
House. 

Jubilee House was originally called the Supplies and Traffic Building.  There are design similarities between Jubilee and the earlier 
buildings by Wallis, Gilbert and Partners, particularly the use of ‘mushroom columns’ internally. However, Jubilee is more utilitarian 
and rational in design relative to Phoenix and The Shipping Building. As such, Jubilee is considered to be a cheaper ‘in-house’ design 
that referenced the earlier work of Wallis Gilbert but did not match artistically. This was perhaps a cost cutting initiative; by 1935 
Wallis, Gilbert and Partners were firmly established and respected for their factory designs. 

Interpretation of phases, the site in 1935
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30 The Old Vinyl Factory, Hayes, Middlesex, Historic Building Record, August 2013 

1 Aerial photograph of study area from south west
2 Interpretation of phases, the site in 2011

Addition to The Cabinet 
Building, Post 1935

Altered in recent years
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Left: Diagrams showing the evolution of the 
Old Vinyl Factory Masterplan site
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2.4.4 Current Status
To be read with reference to the Historic Building Record 
Sections 2 and 3.2, produced by Purcell, submitted with the 
Old Vinyl Factory Outline Planning Design and Access 
Statement.
 
Nowadays, the Powerhouse comprises one large open bay 
to be retained, a water tower at the south-west corner, also 
to be retained with the exception of the corrugated roof 
which will be replaced, and an annex bay attached to the 
south side, to be demolished. 

Exterior

The two visible elevations, East and North (shown in the 
model on the right), constructed of brick laid in English 
Bond, are currently painted white, and a few sections of 
the walls have been rendered. On the North side it is still 
possible to see the ornate hoppers, resembling corbels, 
in line with each of the pillars. The Water Tower structure, 
originally built of red brick, was also painted white in 
recent years. In the upper part of the South elevation it 
is still possible to see sections of the old ‘Gramophone 
Company’ sign, painted on the masonry.

The main entrance, on the East side, and the large 
openings on the North side, have been changed over 
the years, and no longer show the original steel framed 
windows. The upper section of the windows has been 
covered (in-fill panels represented in red on the model 
on the right), but internally it is still possible to read the 
original opening outline.

In-fill panels

Louvered panels

Existing steel frame windows
Right: 3D model showing the Powerhouse current status

On the other page: Photos of the Powerhouse nowadays

Interior

The Powerhouse still preserves some of its original 
decorative features, like the green wall tiles, a few sections 
of black and white floor tiles, and some of the original 
moldings.

None of the original machinery was kept, besides the 
central chimney and a crane located above the cornice 
height (on the West site of the building).
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