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06  INTEGRATION TO THE WIDER MASTERPLAN

The landscape vision for the Old Vinyl Factory is simple: 
create a distinct and place specific public realm that both 
reflects the history of the site and supports the future life of 
the Old Vinyl Factory community and the people of Hayes.
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WIDER MASTERPLAN PLAN PRIOR TO PLACEMENT OF THE GLOBAL ACADEMY UTC UNIVERSITY TECHNICAL COLLEGE
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The key objectives for the landscape at the Old Vinyl Factory are:

·· Develop a distinctive environment to mark the site as a new destination while reflecting and celebrating the 
history of music making on site.

·· Create a campus environment which offers distinctive spaces of varied scale and type, balance this 
distinctiveness within a campus-wide unifying aesthetic. 

·· Make a multi-level landscape where ground level, podium levels and roof top spaces are integrated into a 
comprehensive, multi-layered landscape vision for place, ecology and landscape continuity.

·· Create an inclusive environment where all residents, workers and visitors have equal access to the external 
environment.

·· Promote a sustainable landscape – ensure that the landscape delivers livable spaces for people (social), promotes 
ecology, biodiversity and sustainable systems i.e. SUDS (environmental) and one that enhances the value of the 
site (economic).

For the design of the external works surrounding the Global Academy UTC building this approach is being 
continued. The UTC is located between Vinyl Square to the west, The Power House to the east, The Groove to the 
south and Blyth Road to the north. Each of these areas has a specific public realm design approach which will be 
used to integrate the UTC within its context. 

‘The Groove’ is a pedestrian link that runs through the entire site connecting a series of programmed public spaces. 
In all phases of the Old Vinyl Factory Masterplan The Groove has been used to deal with various interfaces, whether 
they be a building edge, a play space, or a public space. The same approach will be used for the UTC external area 
boundary. 

06.1 LANDSCAPING MASTERPLAN

Precedent images illustrating proposed landscaping (all above)

LANDSCAPING PRECEDENT IMAGES
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06.2 SURROUNDING MASTERPLAN ELEMENTS
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8.11 tHe AssemBly 
BuilDings

tHe AssemBly BuilDings Are situAteD 
At tHe very centre oF tHe site. it is 
PreDominAntly A resiDentiAl BuilDing, 
rAiseD ABove tWo levels oF cAr PArking. 
to ensure gooD Active FrontAge, single 
AsPect WorksHoPs, smAll FAmily Homes 
AnD commerciAl units WrAP ArounD tHe 
cAr PArking At tHe First tWo levels.

The mass of the building was initially 
defined by the efficient arrangement 
of three north/south residential blocks, 
respecting the 21m overlooking rule. 
This arrangement was then sculpted 
to open up views from the Groove, and 
along two Lanes to specific elements 
of the Record Store: (the flat iron to the 
east and the main entrance to the west). 
This also opens up additional public 
amenity and play areas within the 
Groves.

At eight storeys, the mass is lower 
in height than the existing Cabinet 
Building.

 tHe AssemBly BuilDings 

The north-south finger arrangement 
of the residential blocks ensures more 
daylight to every flat while allowing the 
sun to penetrate deeper into the site 
both to the raised amenity spaces and 
to the Groove beyond. The two outer 
blocks are longer and each drop by 
one storey towards the Record Store to 
improve sunlight to the centre of the 
building.

The homes are accessed from five 
cores distributed along the perimeter 
of the building. This allows for a good 
proportion of corner and dual aspect 
homes. Car parking access is situated 
to the rear of the building.
The façade is treated as a simple 
double height grid which reduces the 
impact of the building height. The grid 
is deeper at ground level to articulate 
the anchoring feel of a colonnade along 
the Lanes and The Groove. To break 
the otherwise repetitive nature of this 
grid, asymmetrical solid balconies 
create a secondary pattern. On the 
commanding northwestern corner, 
the grid is broken with four levels of 
recessed balconies, to register the vista 
towards Vinyl Square.

Along the southern edge of The 
Groove, the approach has been to 
keep the white finish of the existing 
buildings while the new buildings are 
treated in darker tones. Here, with the 
desire to break up rather than unify 
the mass of the building, the three 
residential blocks are clad in various 
shades of grey bricks.
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8.16 tHe veneer 
BuilDing

tHe veneer BuilDing is A resiDentiAl 
BuilDing WitH oFFice uses At grounD AnD 
First levels. 

It is located opposite the Picturehouse, 
across Vinyl Square.

The main volume of the building, is 7 
storeys tall forming the ”shoulders” of 
the building with the upper 3 storeys 
forming the pop up of the building. 
Within this grid of timbers, a less rigid 
play of glazed windows and veneered 
wood panels provide the envelop of the 
flats. Recesses within this plane provide 
access to private balconies. 

 tHe veneer BuilDing 

Above the Cabinet datum, a skyline 
feature of a further three storeys, 
expressed with a bevelled bronze 
cladding addresses the prominent 
north eastern corner.

The south eastern corner is expressed 
as a framed void which can be seen 
from the vista of the Groove. This 
void forms the setting for three double 
height communal terraces which are 
accessed from the corridor to the 
flats. These terraces and their vertical 
vegetation provide safe and private 
amenity space for the residents. Below 
this void a corner café will add activity 
and a natural destination point to the 
setting of the square.

The two residential entrance lobbies are 
located along Blyth Road. A communal 
amenity space is located at the first 
floor of the southern elevation. To retain 
street level animation, workshops and 
restaurants are sited around the main 
entrances.
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8.12 tHe PoWerHouse

tHe PoWerHouse WAs once tHe engine oF 
tHe emi FActory, ProviDing tHe energy 
neeDs oF tHis lArge mAnuFActuring 
PlAnt. 

Over the years, the Powerhouse lost its 
pitched roof / pediment and become 

 tHe PoWerHouse 

detached from the saw-tooth factory 
building it was once attached to. Two 
factory bays in a state of advanced 
disrepair remain attached to the 
southern elevation.

The Powerhouse is one of the site’s 
iconic buildings: it stands out proudly 
with its slender and dominant 
chimney (which drops right down to 
the centre of the hall), its oversized 
arched entrance, its large and tall and 
its quirky skyline folly was previously 
used as a water tank.
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The Assembly Buildings are situated to the North of the 
site. It is predominantly a residential building, raised above 
two levels of car parking. To ensure good active frontage, 
single aspect workshops, small family homes and 
commercial units wrap around the car parking at the first 
two levels.

The Powerhouse was once the engine of the EMI factory, 
providing the energy needs of this large manufacturing
plant. 

As a celebration of the Powerhouse’s historical role as an 
energy provider, the new site wide energy centre is located 
back in this building. By introducing a new extension on its 
south side to take in all the plant requirements, the main 
hall becomes finally available for public use, which will now 
play a key role in the cultural life of The Old Vinyl Factory.

The Veneer building is a residential building with office 
uses at ground and first levels.

The main volume of the building, is 7 storeys tall forming 
the ”shoulders” of the building with the upper 3 storeys 
forming the pop up of the building. Within this grid of 
timbers, a less rigid play of glazed windows and veneered 
wood panels provide the envelop of the flats. Recesses 
within this plane provide access to private balconies.
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206 207

8.14 tHe recorD store

tHe recorD store is one oF tHe originAl 
BuilDings on tHe site. its rAilWAy AnD 
eAstern elevAtions Are elegAnt Art 
Deco set Pieces tHAt Were intenDeD to 
exPress tHe grAnDeur oF tHe emi BrAnD 
AnD site.  

The northern elevation on the other 
hand has a much simpler grid with a 
plan form that has been chiselled to fit 
the vagaries of the site. 

 tHe recorD store 

As with many of the existing buildings 
on the site, the roof is dotted with 
utilitarian skyline features which 
contrast with the repetitious grid below, 
in this case a water tower and a lift 
motor room. The building is currently in 
a poor state of repair.

The main entrance will be located 
along the northwestern edge where 
the plan is the widest, on the axis 
with Gramophone Lane.  A second 
entrance will be located on the thinner 
“flat iron” end which is on axis with 
Powerhouse Lane. Both entrances are 
set off by landscaped public realm 
groves which widen the lane: namely 
Gramophone Grove and Powerhouse 
Grove Playground.
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8.15 tHe cABinet 
BuilDing
tHe cABinet BuilDing is tHe lArgest 
surviving BuilDing From tHe grAmoPHone 
FActory.  At six storeys HigH AnD WitH 
its mAin FAcADe orientAteD toWArDs tHe 
existing site entrAnce oFF BlytH roAD   
tHe cABinet BuilDing remAins one oF tHe 
most imPosing BuilDings on tHe site.

 tHe cABinet BuilDing 
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 tHe recorD stAck 

8.18 tHe recorD stAck

tHe recorD stAck HAs A strong AnD 
Distinctive circulAr Form WHicH in 
urBAn terms mArks A Full stoP to tHe 
Western vistA oF tHe groove. it’s soFt 
contours leAD tHe WAy to tHe sHiPPing 
BuilDing AnD DAWley roAD BeyonD.

Clad in metallic curved tubes of 
various shades of silver and grey, the 
building captures the image of a stack 
of black vinyl records, a celebration of 
the gramophone era which initiated 
the construction of this site in the 
previous century. This is a building that 
expresses pride of place rather that any 
attempt to camouflage it’s presence.

The curved elevation will reduce the 
perceived mass of the building and the 
play of light bouncing on the metallic 
tubes will offer a dynamic altering 
appearance as the sun and the clouds 
move in the sky.  A smaller drum 
for the vertical access of pedestrian 
stands to the east, visible from adjacent 
buildings.

The structure provides parking for 525 
cars. The drum is 50m in diameter and 
the cars are arranged on either side of 
an eight level circular ramp.

It is envisaged that the base of the 
drum will be planted with shrubs 
and trees to blend with the proposed 
landscape treatment to the west and to 
the south of the drum. The landscape 
has been shaped so that it will be 
possible to walk all the way around the 
drum and to safely see the route ahead.
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The Record Store has consent (granted in 2001) to 
refurbish the existing building, add a new entrance, and 
add an additional floor. The current proposal will 
implement part of this consented scheme. The existing 
façade will be refurbished using the existing opening. A 
new entrance will be provided on Gramophone Grove in 
addition to the entrance at the base of the flat iron. The 
curtain wall glazing, roof top extension or entrance canopy 
will not be implemented.

The cabinet building is the largest Surviving building from 
the gramophone Factory . At six storeys high and with its 
main facade orientated towards the existing site entrance 
off Blyth Road. The cabinet building remains one of the
Most imposing buildings on the site.

The Veneer building is a residential building with office 
uses at ground and first levels.

The main volume of the building, is 7 storeys tall forming 
the ”shoulders” of the building with the upper 3 storeys 
forming the pop up of the building. Within this grid of 
timbers, a less rigid play of glazed windows and veneered 
wood panels provide the envelop of the flats. Recesses 
within this plane provide access to private balconies.


