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Purpose of this Heritage Statement 

This Heritage Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the above 
property, which is located within the Ruislip Village Conservation Area.  

The purpose of this statement is to assess the significance of the conservation area, consider the 
impact of the proposed development on that significance, and demonstrate how the proposal accords 
with national, regional and local heritage policies. 

Site and Heritage Context 

The property is a residential dwelling situated within the Ruislip Village Conservation Area. The 
conservation area derives its significance from its historic village character, traditional residential 
development, mature landscaping, varied roofscape and relationship with the historic core of Ruislip. 
The property is not a listed building, and the proposed works relate solely to the existing dwelling. 

Description of the Proposed Development 

The proposal comprises: 

 A two-storey rear extension.  
 A loft conversion.  
 Three front-facing rooflights.  
 One side-facing rooflight.  
 One rear-facing rooflight.  
 Internal alterations to improve the functionality and accommodation of the dwelling for a 

growing family.  

The proposed development seeks to provide additional living space and improve the long-term 
suitability of the property for modern family occupation while retaining the dwelling's residential use. 

The garage will be converted to a habitable room under planning reference 59225/APP/2024/944 

Assessment of Heritage Impact 

The proposed two-storey rear extension is located to the rear of the property and therefore has limited 
visibility from the street. The extension is designed as a subordinate addition that respects the scale, 
proportions and character of the host dwelling. 

The loft conversion makes efficient use of the existing roof space without significantly altering the 
established form of the building. The proposed rooflights are modest in scale and are set flush within 
the roof slope. They do not introduce dominant roof alterations and will preserve the visual character 
of the existing roofscape. 

The three front-facing rooflights are required to provide natural light and ventilation to the proposed 
loft accommodation while avoiding more intrusive forms of roof enlargement, such as a front dormer 
or alteration to the principal roof form. Their location on the front roof slope has been carefully 
considered so that they read as minor, functional interventions within the existing roof plane rather 
than as dominant additions to the principal elevation. The rooflights will be modest in scale and set 
flush within the roof covering, with conservation-style detailing to reduce reflectivity and visual 
prominence when viewed from Church Avenue. As they do not project above the roof slope, interrupt 
the ridge line, alter the eaves, or obscure any architectural detailing, they preserve the legibility of the 



host dwelling and maintain the established rhythm of the wider roofscape within the Ruislip Village 
Conservation Area. The side and rear rooflights will have minimal public visibility and do not 
materially affect the character or appearance of the conservation area. 

The internal alterations do not affect the external appearance of the building and therefore do not 
result in harm to the significance of the conservation area. 

Overall, the proposal preserves the character and appearance of the Ruislip Village Conservation Area 
and does not result in any harm to its heritage significance. 

Planning Policy Context 

National Policy 

The proposal has been prepared having regard to the heritage policies contained within the National 
Planning Policy Framework, particularly: 

 Section 16 – Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment.  
 Paragraphs requiring heritage assets to be conserved in a manner appropriate to their 

significance.  
 The requirement to sustain and enhance the significance of heritage assets and to ensure 

development makes a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness.  

London Plan (2021) 

The proposal accords with: 

 Policy HC1 – Heritage Conservation and Growth.  
 Policy D3 – Optimising Site Capacity Through the Design-Led Approach.  
 Policy D4 – Delivering Good Design.  
 Policy D8 – Public Realm.  

These policies seek to ensure that development affecting heritage assets conserves their significance 
while allowing sensitive adaptation to meet contemporary needs. 

London Borough of Hillingdon Policies 

The proposal accords with the heritage and design objectives of the London Borough of Hillingdon 
Local Plan, including: 

 Policy HE1 – Heritage.  
 Policy DMHB 1 – Heritage Assets.  
 Policy DMHB 4 – Conservation Areas.  
 Policy DMHB 11 – Design of New Development.  
 Policy DMHD 1 – Alterations and Extensions to Residential Dwellings.  

These policies support development that preserves or enhances the significance, character and 
appearance of conservation areas while respecting the scale, form and architectural character of 
existing buildings 

Conclusion 



The proposed two-storey rear extension, loft conversion, rooflights and internal alterations are 
considered to be sympathetic additions that respond appropriately to the character of the host dwelling 
and its location within the Ruislip Village Conservation Area. The works are modest in scale, largely 
confined to the rear and roof slopes, and do not detract from the significance, character or appearance 
of the conservation area. 

The proposal will provide much-needed additional accommodation for a growing family while 
ensuring that the special architectural and historic interest of the conservation area is preserved. 
Accordingly, the development is considered to comply with the requirements of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the National Planning Policy Framework, the London 
Plan, and the relevant heritage and design policies of the London Borough of Hillingdon Local Plan. 

 

 

 


