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Battle of Britain Bunker – Sequence of Excavations 
PPE shall be worn in accordance with risk assessment requirements.

• Pre-use check on all tools and equipment required to use the breaker.

• Erect barriers with appropriate warning signage around the perimeter of the work area.

• Confirm that CAT scans have been undertaken to identify any Hidden services underground in accordance with HSG 47.

•Initial preparatory works
• Establish the engineering properties of the ground on which the structure will be founded and provide details on bearing capacity.

• Determine any overhead lines that may conflict with the use of plant or machinery within the area.

Determine the emergency provisions required in the event of an accident or incident.

• In accordance with HSG47, Scan the area using a CAT (Cable Avoidance Tool) in all 3 modes, le radio, power and signal generation & Genny. The genny will increase the capacity of the CAT to 10 metres.

• The CAT will be used at regular intervals throughout the task i.e. every 300 mm.

• Communicate the findings to the groundworks sub-contractor.

• Review utility service drawings to identify the location of any hidden/buried services

• Obtain permits for excavations where necessary (Permit to dig).

• Erect hard barriers with appropriate signage around the working area

• Confirm all underground services locations with plan.

Stop the job if discrepancies are found whilst the relevant authorities are notified.

• Confirm the location of trenches to all relevant parties and outline the location accordingly.

• Arrange for delivery of plant and equipment

• Unload plant and equipment from the trailer ready for commencement of the operations

• Check the suitability of all equipment and ensure it is fit for purpose for the activity being undertaken.

•Excavation works
• All excavation works shall be planned and completed in accordance with HSG 47.

• Perform horizontal digging around and identified services.

Protect and support any exposed services encountered during the excavation works.

• Reposition the Excavator/Digger into a safe location.

• Ensure that access to and from the excavation is sufficient.

• Dig trial holes in advance of the proposed excavation, hand dig within 500mm of all services

• Commence excavating activities.

• Remove all waste materials including spoil in accordance with local authority specifications.

• Job to be stopped immediately in the event of damage to any underground services.

•Trench support 
• Excavation of area around shaft to be excavated in layers and battered back.

Trench support to consist of trench sheeting and a  raptor brace system. After excavation of the area trench sheets will be lowered into place. They will then be held by a sequence of Raptor brace props.

•Installation of concrete rings 
•Concrete rings to be lowered in sequence as by design in singular formation. 

• Backfill the trench using previously excavated earth.

• Compact the backfill in layers as instructed by design.

•Removal of trench system 
• Remove all installed trench protection in a systematic manner.

Store the trench protection in a suitable location where they will not obstruct and access or egress routes.
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