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Introduction

The Landscape Partnership has been commissioned by Mace Group Ltd to carry out a tree survey
at Orchard Hill College.

The scope of survey work includes a site visit and visual tree inspection, the collection of tree data,
the production of a tree condition survey report and tree constraints drawing. The tree survey has
been carried out in accordance with British Standard 5837 2012.

The site survey was carried out by Michael Roseveare, in August 2017; the weather was bright and
windy.

Site Description

The site is in Falling Lane West Drayton. The area around the school to the south and west is
partly residential with gardens abutting the school boundary. To the north the school boundary
abuts an area of disused land. Trees and hedges line much of the schools boundary and there are
a number of individual trees which form part of the landscape immediately around the school
buildings and parking area.

The school is made up of several linked low-rise buildings and temporary classrooms with areas of
landscape and hard paving providing external access routes between buildings, car parking,
playground and sports court facilities. The school also has a grass playing field.

Interrogation of the Hillingdon Council’'s website confirms that the site’s trees are not within a
Conservation Area and are not protected by a Tree Preservation Order. Trees within the gardens of
57-63 Falling Lane are protected by TPO number 210 1977 but they do not appear to affect the
site. However, the trees within the site may be subject to the regulations within the Forestry Act
which require the need for a felling licence if wholesale clearance of the site was carried out prior
to planning permission being given.

Survey Methodology

The trees were inspected from ground level and measurements taken in accordance with the
recommendations set out in the British Standard 5837 2012. Crown spreads have been measured
and plotted to the four compass points (north, south, east and west).

The location of the surveyed trees is shown on the accompanying Tree Survey Plan number
E17832-601. The surveyed trees are colour coded on the accompanying tree survey drawing
according to their relevant BS category as follows:

A High quality and value (shown green)

B Moderate quality and value (shown blue)
C Low quality and value (shown grey)

u Remove category (shown red)

The trees are also placed into sub categories 1, 2 and 3 according to the criteria in Table 1 in
BS5837 (see Appendix 1).

All on-site measurements were taken with a laser-measuring device. The location of trees not
shown on the topographical survey should be confirmed on site by the survey company and, if
necessary, their locations on the tree survey drawing amended. Any trees, which have been
plotted by eye are annotated thus (T8) on the tree survey drawing.

The tree data collected is used to enable the current canopy spread of the surveyed trees and Root
Protection Area (RPA) to be plotted on a drawing. The RPA is defined in accordance with the
recommendations set out in section 4.6 of BS 5837 2012.

The calculated RPA should be capped at 707m2 in accordance with BS 5837 2012, which is
equivalent to a circle with a radius of 15m or a square with approximately 26m sides.
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The RPA may be refined, by taking into account current on-site constraints to root activity such as
buildings, earthworks and hard paving. This forms part of the design process for the proposed
development.

The site survey also provides a schedule of recommendations for tree surgery works where
appropriate.

Description of Trees and Hedgerows

The survey includes mixed species of individual and groups of trees within and adjacent to the site
and largely informal boundary plantings and hedges. They are described in the following character
groups:

Character group one: includes the several mature trees within the grounds of the school of
mixed species. They are in some instances substantial and provide a degree of amenity beyond the
sites boundaries. They are generally in good condition and may be expected to contribute to the
amenity provided by the schools outside spaces.

Character group two: Includes the maturing trees which have developed from seed within the
sites boundary hedges or have developed from hedge plants which are no longer being cut to
hedge height and have effectively escaped from the hedge that they are part of. These trees are
all growing within boundary features and in some cases close to neighbouring houses. Of concern
within this character group are the several Ash which may be affected by Ash Dieback.

Character group three: includes the hedgerows, and trees which have developed within them,
that form the sites southern, eastern and northern boundaries. These informal tree features are
managed informally and provide a good screen to the site, softening the boundary and providing a
sense of enclosure. They vary considerably in terms of their condition and several of the self-
seeded trees should be removed before they get much larger to prevent conflict with the
neighbouring domestic properties. Trees recommended for removal could be reincorporated into
the hedges from which they have developed.

Conclusion

The school site includes a relatively small number of tree species planted largely as landscape
features designed to screen and soften the impact of the school buildings. They vary considerably
in terms of their condition and size, from fairly small ‘C’ Category self-seeded Ash to substantial ‘A’
Category tree of Heaven which play an important part in the wider landscape and its character.
The majority of the trees are in good condition, although there are a number of self-seeded Ash
trees which may be susceptible to Ash Dieback so may not be relied upon to continue providing an
amenity.

The proposed redevelopment of the site provides an opportunity to plant new trees as part of a
site-wide landscape scheme, increasing both the number of tree species and broadening the age
range of trees such that the resilience of the tree stock on the site is increased despite the increase
in significant pests and diseases which are affecting trees in the UK.

Recommendations

This report should be read in conjunction with the accompanying tree survey schedule and
drawing. When a layout is available the Arboricultural Impact Assessment and Arboricultural
Method Statement should be carried out.

A post development tree survey should be carried out and, where appropriate, remedial tree
surgery works completed. Works to trees that are subject to a condition of the planning approval,
or are subject to the protection of a Tree Preservation Order will require the approval of the Local
Planning Authority.
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7 Project Contact Details
Client: Mace
Arboriculturist: Michael Roseveare, The Landscape Partnership

Tel: 01394 380509

Email: michael.roseveare@tlp.uk.com

Local Planning Authority:

Hillingdon Borough Council
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