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THE CO-OPERATIVE FOOD GROUP LTD REFUSE PROCEDURE 
 

 
 
Collection and Recycling 
 

1. All Co-operative food stores have eliminated separate rubbish collections as all stores now 
backhaul the majority of waste, i.e. filling the incoming delivery vehicle with waste goods 
for the return journey. This process results in savings in unit costs of logistics and reducing 
carbon emissions. 

2. The Co-op has comprehensive policies in place to control the recycling of waste and staff 
are instructed to maximise the volume of material that can be recycled and minimise the 
amount of waste which is taken to landfill.  Details are attached. 

3. Recycling will be collected from either the Cage Storage area adjoining the unit or in the 
store’s warehouse. Waste which can be recycled, including cardboard, oil used in food 
preparation, plastic arising from packaging and animal by-products, are recycled using 
specialist licensed recycling companies such as Euro Recycling and Severnside. These 
companies are employed by The Co-operative food under a regional or national 
agreement. 

 
Storage 
 

1. The refuse for The Co-operative food store will be located internally within the Co-
operative store at ground floor level so the refuse can be easily wheeled to the rear of the 
emptied delivery lorry simultaneously with the unloading of the delivery vehicle.  
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Recycling your old 
electrical equipment

UK Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) Regulations

or by calling our customer careline on 0800 068 6727
(Please remember to have your postcode to hand)
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What is WEEE and why are  
Co-op involved?
The Waste Electrical and Electronic  
Equipment (WEEE) Regulations require Co-op, 
as a retailer of electrical products, to ensure 
that recycling facilities - where you can recycle 
your old electrical products - are available for 
all our customers. 
The aim of the legislation is to make the best 
use of materials that make up old electrical 
equipment by recycling and reuse, rather than 
sending potentially recoverable and often 
environmentally hazardous material directly  

The Co-operative Group are part of the 
‘Distributor Take Back Scheme’, and through 
this scheme we have contributed toward  
the provision of improved recycling facilities 
for everyone.

How does this work  
in practice?
New electrical equipment is now  
marked with a crossed out wheelie 
bin symbol. This is designed to 
remind you that you’ll be able to 
take any old electrical equipment 
to participating civic amenity sites 
(often known as ‘household waste 
recycling centres’) run  
by your local council.

Where to dispose of  
electrical equipment?
Wherever practical, old electrical waste should 
not be disposed of with your household 
waste. Take your waste to your local 
participating recycling site.


