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Dear Frankie 

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment: 33 Nicholas Way, Northwood 

The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) states that development should 

deliver measurable net gains in biodiversity. In addition, many local planning 

authorities have set requirements for biodiversity net gain within their local plans. 

In England, BNG is mandatory under Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning 

Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021). 

The Defra Statutory Metric, which has been used in this assessment, is the standard 

method in England for measuring biodiversity change from major development in 

order to demonstrate that this policy has been met.  

The purpose of this assessment is as follows: 

1. To compare and quantify the value of the existing habitats with the projected 

value of habitats post development; and  

 

2. To identify the requirement for additional off-site compensation to achieve net-

gain for the proposed development. 

Net gain calculations 

This net gain assessment should be read in conjunction with the ecological appraisal 

report, which details the existing habitats on site and provides a habitat map and 

photographs. The habitat survey for this assessment was undertaken in conjunction 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/14/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/schedule/14/enacted


 

 

 

with the ecological walkover which was undertaken in April 2024 by Miguel Canovas 

CEnv. 

Details of the pre-development and post-development conditions are detailed in the 

tables below. 

Unauthorised habitat degradation 

There has been no known unauthorised habitat degradation. 

On-site irreplicable habitat 

There are not any on-site irreplicable or significant habitats on site. 

Pre-development conditions 

The site covers an area of 1522 m2. 

The site is a residential property with a well-maintained garden. At the south-eastern 

end of the property is an area of woodland. 

Both individual trees and woodland habitats have been identified on site. The 

distinction between these categories has been made in accordance with the 

Biodiversity Metric Technical Supplement and is based primarily on the character and 

management of the ground beneath the tree canopy. Trees situated within areas of 

managed lawn have been classified as individual trees, as these lack the understorey 

and ground flora typical of woodland habitats. In contrast, areas where the trees 

form a closed canopy with an evident woodland ground layer have been classified as 

woodland. This approach ensures that habitat types are recorded accurately and 

proportionately, reflecting both their ecological structure and current management. 

Information on trees, including condition and size is included within the appendices 

of this report.  

The site falls into the following habitat categories for the purpose of BNG: 

• Sealed surfaces: the majority of the site by area is covered by sealed surfaces 

including an existing dwelling, parking and paths 

• Vegetated garden – the remainder of the site is taken up by well-maintained 

garden including amenity grassland, shrubs, small trees and ornamental 

hedgerows. All areas of the garden are considered to fall under the 

‘vegetated garden’ category of the Defra Metric.  



 

 

 

• Trees – reference has been made to the tree report (GHA Trees, reference 

GHA/DS/160357:25)  

• Woodland – this occupies the south-east boundary of the site and is 

characterised by a continuous band of mature trees that extend into 

neighbouring properties.  

Pre-development conditions 

The post development conditions of the site will be sealed surfaces and a vegetated 

garden. The single medium-sized tree will be retained within the proposals.  

All pre and post development conditions are detailed in the table below. 

Table 1: On-site habitat and hedgerow value analysis 

Habitat Area ha  Units 

On-site habitat baseline 
Developed land; sealed surface 0.037 0 

Vegetated garden 0.0502 0.10 

Mixed woodland 0.065 0.52 
Urban tree (medium size, poor 
condition) 

0.0163 0.07 

Urban tree (medium size, 
moderate condition) 

0.0163 0.13 

Urban tree (medium size, good 
condition) 

0.0651 0.78 

Total  1.60 

On-site habitat creation/retention 

Developed land; sealed surface 0.1828 0 

Vegetated garden (retained) 0.044 0.09 
Mixed woodland 0.065 0.52 

Urban tree (medium size, 
moderate condition) 

0.0163 0.13 

Urban tree (medium size, good 
condition) 

0.0651 0.78 

Total  1.52 

Hedgerow Length m Units 
On-site hedgerow baseline 

Non-native hedgerow 0.022 0.11 

On-sited hedgerow create/retention 
Non-native hedgerow (retained) 0 0.11 

 

Summary of units gained/lost 



 

 

 

 Pre-
development 
value (units) 

Post 
development 
value (units) 

Units required to 
achieve 10% 
gain 

Unit deficit 

Habitats 1.65 1.52 0.76 0.24 

Hedgerows 0.11 0.11 0.12 0.01 

 

Recommendations 

The above calculations confirm that the proposed development will result in a net loss in 

habitat units. To achieve 10% net gain, 0.24 habitat units and 0.01 hedgerow units will 

need to be purchased (refer to Headline Results tab of Metric). 

Purchasing units does not have to happen prior to approval under the current legislation. If 

the application was to be granted consent, proof of units purchased would need to be 

provided at the time you are about to discharge the biodiversity gain plan condition. Please 

refer to: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Alex Crossman BSC (Hons) MCIEEM 

Managing Director 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain


            
          

   
Appendix I – Site Figures 





Appendix II – Condition Sheets 



T2 T4 T7 T8 T9 T11

Notes (such as 
justification)

A

Y Y Y Y Y Y

B

N N Y Y Y Y

C

N Y Y Y Y Y

D

N N Y Y Y Y

E

Y Y N N N N

F

N Y Y Y Y Y

2 4 5 5 5 5

Condition Assessment Score

Good (3) Y Y Y Y

Moderate (2) Y

Poor (1) Y

Note that ‘Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type.

Criterion passed (Yes or No)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria

Passes 2 or fewer criteria

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score 2

Score Achieved ×/✓

Passes 5 or 6 criteria

The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature) 1.

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human 
activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And 
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected 
canopy for their age range and height.

Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as 
presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.

Condition Assessment Result 
(out of 6 criteria)

Number of criteria passed

14/04/2025 (Miguel Canovas Cenv)

Habitat parcel reference

Grid reference

Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type
Habitat Types
Individual trees – Urban trees
Individual trees – Rural trees
Complete a condition sheet for each tree or block of trees.

Please see the separate Line of trees condition sheet for a line of rural  trees. You should only use the Line of trees condition assessment and record that habitat type in 
rural  locations.
Habitat Description

Individual trees (description applied to the urban or rural environment): 
Young trees over 7.5 cm in diameter at breast height whose canopies are not touching.

Urban Perimeter / Linear Blocks and Groups (description applied to the urban environment only): 
Groups or stands of trees (size requirement as defined above) within and around the perimeter of urban land. This includes those along urban streets, highways, railways and canals, and also 
former field boundary trees incorporated into developments. Canopies should predominantly overlap continuously. Groups of urban trees that don’t match the descriptions for woodland may be 
assessed within this category.

The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).

The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making 
up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide (individual trees 
automatically pass this criterion).

On-site or off-site, site name 
and location

On-site

Limitations (if applicable)

Condition Assessment Criteria

None

Survey date and 
Surveyor name
Survey reference (if 
relating to a wider 
survey)



On-site Survey date and 
Surveyor name

N/A

Survey reference (if 
relating to a wider 
survey)

Habitat parcel reference

Indicator Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) Poor (1 point) Score per 
indicator

Notes (such as 
justification)

A Age distribution of trees Three age-classes1 present. Two age-classes1  
present. One age-class1 present.

2

B Wild, domestic and 
feral herbivore damage

No significant browsing 
damage evident in woodland2.

Evidence of significant 
browsing pressure is 
present in less than 40% 
of whole woodland2.

Evidence of significant 
browsing pressure is 
present in 40% or more 
of whole woodland2.

3

C Invasive plant species No invasive species3 present 
in woodland.

Rhododendron 
Rhododendron ponticum  
or cherry laurel Prunus 
laurocerasus  not 
present, and other 
invasive species3 <10% 
cover.

Rhododendron or cherry 
laurel present, or other 
invasive species3 ≥10% 
cover.

2

D
Number of native tree 
species

Five or more native tree or 
shrub species4 found across 
woodland parcel.

Three to four native tree 
or shrub species4 found 
across woodland parcel.

Two or less native tree 
or shrub species4 across 
woodland parcel.

2

E Cover of native tree and 
shrub species  

>80% of canopy trees and 
>80% of understory shrubs 
are native5.

50 - 80% of canopy 
trees and 50 - 80% of 
understory shrubs are 
native5.

<50% of canopy trees 
and <50% of understory 
shrubs are native5.

3

F
Open space within 
woodland

10 - 20% of woodland has 
areas of temporary open 
space6. 
Unless woodland is <10ha, in 
which case 0 - 20% 
temporary open space is 
permitted7.

21 - 40% of woodland 
has areas of temporary 
open space6.

<10% or >40% of 
woodland has areas of 
temporary open space6. 
But if woodland <10ha 
has <10% temporary 
open space, please see 
Good category7.

1

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria

Condition Sheet: WOODLAND Habitat Type
UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Types
Woodland and forest - Lowland beech and yew woodland
Woodland and forest - Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
Woodland and forest - Native pine woodlands
Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland
Woodland and forest - Other Scot’s pine woodland 
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed
Woodland and forest - Upland birchwoods
Woodland and forest - Upland mixed ashwoods
Woodland and forest - Upland oakwood
Woodland and forest - Wet woodland

On-site or off-site,
site name and location

Limitations (if applicable)

12 November 2025 (Alex Crossman MCIEEM)

Habitat Description
Mixed woodland

This condition sheet is based on the England Woodland Biodiversity Group (EWBG) Woodland Condition Survey Method, available here:

IMPORTANT: This biodiversity metric woodland condition assessment must be used to assess woodland being input into the biodiversity metric. The outputs of 
this condition assessment are not equivalent to, nor are they comparable with the scores from the EWBG condition assessment, because the EWBG 
assessment has been adapted for the biodiversity metric, including the removal of EWBG Indicator 7 (Proportion of favourable land cover around woodland) and 
Indicator 14 (Size of woodland), and minor changes to other indicators.

ukhab – UK Habitat Classification

Woodland Wildlife Toolkit (sylva.org.uk)



G Woodland regeneration

All three classes present in 
woodland8; trees 4 - 7 cm 
Diameter at Breast Height 
(DBH), saplings and 
seedlings or advanced 
coppice regrowth.

One or two classes only 
present in woodland8.

No classes or coppice 
regrowth present in 
woodland8.

2

H Tree health
Tree mortality 10% or less, 
no pests or diseases and no 
crown dieback9.

11% to 25% tree 
mortality and or crown 
dieback or low-risk pest 
or disease present9.

Greater than 25% tree 
mortality and or any high-
risk pest or disease 
present9.

3

I 
Vegetation and ground 
flora

Recognisable NVC plant 
community10 at ground layer 
present, strongly 
characterised by ancient 
woodland flora specialists.

Recognisable woodland 
NVC plant community10  
at ground layer present.

No recognisable 
woodland NVC plant 
community10 at ground 
layer present.

2

J Woodland vertical 
structure

Three or more storeys 
across all survey plots, or a 
complex woodland11.

Two storeys across all 
survey plots11.

One or less storey 
across all survey plots11.

2

K Veteran trees Two or more veteran trees12  
per hectare.

One veteran tree12 per 
hectare.

No veteran trees12  
present in woodland.

1

L Amount of deadwood

50% of all survey plots within 
the woodland parcel have 
deadwood, such as standing 
and fallen deadwood, large 
dead branches and or stems, 
branch stubs and stumps, or 
an abundance of small 
cavities13.

Between 25% and 50% 
of all survey plots within 
the woodland parcel 
have deadwood, such as 
standing and fallen 
deadwood, large dead 
branches and or stems, 
stubs and stumps, or an 
abundance of small 
cavities13.

Less than 25% of all 
survey plots within the 
woodland parcel have 
deadwood, such as 
standing and fallen 
deadwood, large dead 
branches and or stems, 
stubs and stumps, or an 
abundance of small 
cavities13.

1

M Woodland disturbance No nutrient enrichment or 
damaged ground evident14.

Less than 1 hectare in 
total of nutrient 
enrichment across 
woodland area, and or 
less than 20% of 
woodland area has 
damaged ground14.

1 hectare or more of 
nutrient enrichment, and 
or 20% or more of 
woodland area has 
damaged ground14.

2

Result Achieved

Total score 26 to 32 

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score
Total Score (out of a possible 39)

Total score >32 (33 to 39)

Total score <26 (13 to 25)

Good (3)
Moderate (2)
Poor (1)


