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URBAN GREENING FACTOR

The Urban Greening Factor (UGF) is ‘A tool that evaluates and quantifies the
amount and quality of urban greening that a scheme provides to inform
decisions about appropriate levels of greening in new developments. The aims

of the UGF include:

® to accelerate greening of the built environment — making sure London is
greener as it grows;
® to ensure better planned, better quality greening interventions that contribute

to a functioning Gl network.

Planning Policy
1.1 London Plan Policy G5 states that “Boroughs should develop an Urban
Greening Factor (UGF) to identify the appropriate amount of urban greening
required in new developments.

1.2 Hillingdon Borough Council’s Pre-application letter /advice dated
19th July 2021 stated:

® The London Plan promotes the Urban Green Factor, with residential units

seeking to achieve a score of 0.4.

Existing Site Plan
1.3  Ascan be seen from the topoographical survey drawing on page 3,
all of the existing site is completely covered with either the exisitng building

and hard landscaped with no areas of green infratucture.

Proposed Site Plans
1.4  The proposed site plans on pages 4 and 5 illustrate the proposed
ground floor and roof garden drawings indicating the intentions for the site

with substantially more greening of the site.

UGF Scores and Weighting
1.5  Different types of greening that can be incorporated into development
are categorised by surface cover types which broadly indicate their relative
quality. The UGF assigns a factor score to each surface cover type which are
weighted based on their potential for rainwater infiltration. This is used as a
proxy for naturalness and functionality. Scores range from 1 for semi natural
vegetation through to 0 for impermeable sealed surfaces.

1.6  The Urban Greening Factor for a proposed development is calculated
in the following way: (Factor A x Area) + (Factor B x Area) + (Factor C x Area)
etc. divided by Total Site Area. The GLA recommends a target score of 0.4 for

developments that are predominately residential, and a target score of 0.3

for predominately commercial development.

1.7  The existing and proposed UGF is shown in the tables on page 6.

1.8 Despite this development creating a substantial redevelopment of
the site with a specific amount of hard and soft landscaping required, the
urban greening proposed is substantially improved compared to what is
currently on the existing site and the Urban Greening score is considerably
better than the existing arrangement. While the score of 0.146 is still far
short of the targeted score of 0.4, the constrained site and requirements for
residential development make this target unviable.

1.9  This development still achieves the overarching aims of Policy G5

which seeks increased Urban Greening across London.

LANDSCAPE PROPOSALS
2.0 Landscaping Policy D5 of the London Plan (2021) states that
development proposals should integrate green infrastructure to contribute
to urban greening, including the public realm. We have developed a

hard and soft Landscape plan which enhances and improves the current
condition. Our Drawings for the application site show a significant
improvement in the Urban Green Factor (UGF) from 0.00 to 0.146.

2.1  Policy DMHB 11 of the Hillingdon Local Plan: Part 2 - Development
‘Management Policies (January 2020) also requires that new development is
high quality, sustainable, adaptable, and harmonises with the local context.
Landscaping and planting should also enhance amenity, biodiversity and
green infrastructure.

2.2 Throughout the application site, the design has extensive landscape
features integrated into the design at the ground and roof levels both
softening the architecture and providing ecological benefit. Areas within
the green roof to the upper level in particular is designed to support bio-
diversity, increase ecological habitat enhancements and are intended to
increase the value of existing vegetation for wildlife and ecological benefits
where possible.

2.3  The ecological enhancements will provide opportunities to create
new habitats, long term biodiversity within the site by planting a small tree,

hedgerows, mixed shrub/ herbaceous planting and wildflower grass areas.
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UGF - TABLE FORTHE EXISITNG AND PROPOSED

SURFACE COVER TYPE FACTOR EXISTING PROPOSED
AREA ISCORE SCORE

Semi-natural vegetation (e.g. trees, woodland, 0 0 0
species-rich grassland) maintained or established on
site.

Wetland or open water (semi-natural; not
chlorinated) maintained or established on site.
Intensive green roof or vegetation over structure.
Substrate minimum settled depth of 150mm - see
livingroofs.org for descriptions.

Standard trees planted in connected tree pits with a
minimum soil volume equivalent to at least two
thirds of the projected canopy area of the mature
tree — see Trees in Hard Landscapes for overview.
Extensive green roof with substrate of minimum . 68.61sqm
settled depth of 80mm (or 60mm beneath vegetation
blanket) — meets the requirements of GRO Code
2014.

Flower-rich perennial planting — see RHS perennial
plants for guidance.

Rain gardens and other vegetated sustainable
drainage elements — See CIRIA for case-studies.
Hedges (line of mature shrubs one or two shrubs
wide) — see RHS for guidance.

Standard trees planted in pits with soil volumes less
than two thirds of the projected canopy area of the
mature tree.

Green wall -modular system or climbers rooted in
soil — (Climbers).

Groundcover planting — see RHS Groundcover Plants
for overview.

Amenity grassland (species-poor, regularly mown
lawn).

Extensive green roof of sedum mat or other
lightweight systems that do not meet GRO Code
2014.

Water features (chlorinated) or unplanted detention
basins.

Permeable paving — see CIRIA for overview. ) 0 257.46sqm

Sealed surfaces (e.g. concrete, asphalt, 562.96sgm 211.98sgm
waterproofing, stone).

TOTAL FACTOR SCORE (BASED ON AREA) 111.00
TOTAL SITE AREA — m2 /58.36m2 758.36m2
URBAN GREENING FACTOR 0.00 0.146




