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To: Hillingdon Planning and Community Services


Dear Planning

Re: 67 Chester Road, Northwood, HA6 1BG

I wish to make a planning application on behalf of my clients Ms N Franklin and Mr C Foltin who live and own the above property.

The existing house is a typical L shaped Victorian style two storey semi-detached house, built in red brick built with a slate pitched roof. This house is the north eastern of a semi-detached pair and therefore does not overshadow its neighbour. It is set back from and is at a slightly higher level than Chester Road. The front area is laid to parking for two cars with boundary planting and the rear is laid to a mature lawned and planted garden beyond an area of paving. There is access to the rear down one side of the house. The boundary between the semidetached houses is formed by a red brick wall some 1700mm high.

The property has had no external alterations to it. The property is not within a conservation area but does sit within the Old Northwood Area of Special Local Character. There are no TPOs on this property or the neighbours. The SPD HDAS: Residential Extensions is noted and has been reviewed as relevant for this application.

A number of adjacent properties have been extended and altered. 69 Chester Road, the other property of this semi-detached pair was extended four metres to the rear with a single storey extension, the width of the rear extension. This was consent 55756/APP/2015/832. 61 Chester Road was extended to the first floor and to the ground floor at the rear and partially to the party boundary with its semi-detached neighbour, 63 Chester Road. This was consent 66964/APP/2010/2722.

This application is for a single storey extension to increase the kitchen and dining space in the house that extends only 2000mm to the rear of the existing rear extension and 1200mm to the side to partially extend to the side towards the boundary with the semi-detached neighbour, 69 Chester Road. The proposed extension does not extend to that boundary and leaves a passageway of 550mm to the boundary. The extension will be built in red brick to match the existing house and have a slate roof at the same pitch as the main house. There will be no windows on the flank of the extension and the existing rear doors will be repositioned in the same location on the new rear wall. There will be a window with fixed glazing at each end of the side extension so views down the side alley to the garden are maintained from the rear of the main house. There are no rooflights proposed to the rear or the side extension.



Alternative proposals were considered including extending to the rear to the depth that would be considered permitted development as 69 Chester Road. However, the critical issue was the width of the created space. We explored extending along the full length of the gap between the rear extension and the boundary with the adjacent semi-detached property. This is a solution that is permitted and used successfully on many Victorian L shaped properties across the London boroughs. We were mindful of comments made on planning applications on adjacent properties and noted that 61 Chester Road was permitted to fill between the house and the semi-detached boundary to a depth of 3600mm.

We also looked at flat roofs as identified in the SPD but felt that a pitched roof of the same pitch as the main roof was the most visually sensitive and appropriate design solution.

We therefore chose a design solution that only extended 2000mm to the rear, half the depth of the extension on the adjacent property and that while it extended to the side at the end of the existing rear extension, did not fill the distance between the extension and the semi-detached boundary allowing continued visual and physical access to the garden from the rear of the house. Although there is only a single small first floor window to a bathroom on the flank of 69 Chester Road, we have ensured that there are no windows in the flank of the proposed extension to maintain the existing privacy. Similarly, there are no Velux or other rooflights proposed. In order to get light in to the extension, deep floor to door level windows have been inserted into each end of the side extension. These are no higher than the existing windows on the flank and are behind the existing 1700mm high boundary wall.

The maximum height of the eaves is 3000mm which is as permitted at 69 Chester Road.

I attach location plans at the required scales, plans and rear elevations of the existing and proposed house along with a location plan and a block plan. It is my understanding that an Environmental Statement is not required for this application and I note that one was not provided for applications on adjacent properties. The proposals cannot be seen from Chester Road and therefore no front/street elevations of the property are attached.

We look forward to confirmation of your receipt of the application, its registration and hopefully its approval in due course. If you have any questions or wish to clarify any points, please do not hesitate to contact the writer.

Yours sincerely
[image: ]
James Carr
10th June 2024.
Mapridge Design Studios Ltd.
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James.carr@mapridgedesignstudios.co.uk
07710 845 928
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