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- Accurate visualisation from Old Orchard Inn car park
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REDUCING GREEN BELT IMPACT



This section should be read in conjunction with the Planning
Statement, prepared by Quod.

Section 13 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, November 2024)
states:

142.The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts.The fundamental
aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently
open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and their
permanence.

143. Green Belt serves five purposes:

a) to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas;

b) to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another;

c) to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment;

d) to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and

e) to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of
derelict and other urban land.

All purposes other than (d) and are relevant to this assessment and are
considered from a landscape (spatial) and visual perspective within a Green
Belt Assessment in the LVIA. The setting and special character of historic
towns is not relevant as heritage was screened out of the Environmental
Statement as it was judged that there would be no significant adverse effects.

It is recognised that there would be some very limited encroachment into
the Green Belt however it is concluded that the actual perceivable extent
of any harm would be very minor due to a combination of factors:

*  HWSFAC is nature orientated and landscape dominated with a Site
of overwhelmingly semi-natural cover including ecologically led
improvements to existing remnant concrete hard surfaces;

* Built forms have been sensitively designed to blend into the setting,
sited amongst existing trees with their screening benefits;

* The Site is neither contiguous with any urban areas nor would lead to
the perceived merging of urban areas;

*  Outward views of the proposal would be barely perceptible, particularly
from public footpaths or the adjacent Moorhall Road;

* Embedded mitigation in the masterplanning has reduced potential visual
impact and maintained openness through landscape treatments;

* Broadwater Lake is currently used for sailing with the existing
Broadwater Lakes Sailing Club (BLSC) including buildings, structures
and boat storage;

e The land take of proposals within the Green Belt would be significantly
offset by the restoration of the BSC and HOAC sites to locally
appropriate natural habitats.
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