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11 Summary of the ES 

11.1 Introduction 

 This ES has been prepared by Quod, on behalf of the LBH in support of a full planning 

application for the construction of buildings to provide an outdoor activity centre and water 

based sailing area at Broadwater Lake, Moorhall Road, Harefield, UB9 6PE.  

 This ES has been submitted as part of a wider planning application which is currently being 

determined by LBH under planning application ref. 2382/APP/2023/2906.  

 Since the submission of the Planning Application in October 2023, a series of statutory 

consultee comments have been received. As a result of these comments, the scheme has 

been revised. The ES has been updated in line with the revised proposals. 

 The Proposed Development will provide a replacement facility of the former Hillingdon 

Outdoor Activity Centre (HOAC) (‘the former HOAC facility’) which is located on Dews Lane, 

Harefield, UB9 6JN. The charity which previously operated at the former HOAC facility was 

the Colne Valley Youth & Community Association (‘the Association’) (Charity number: 

1012242). The Association is a Youth Educational Charity which provides outdoor and 

environmental education for the whole community, but with priority given to young people, 

particularly those who are disadvantaged or disabled. LB Hillingdon owns the former HOAC 

facility, which the Association currently manages under a partnership agreement. 

 The Site is within the Mid Colne Valley SSSI. The vision for the Proposed Development is 

to return the Broadwater Lake unit of the SSSI to favourable condition and to improve its 

resilience now and in the future and to measurably increase its intrinsic biodiversity value. 

 This will be achieved through interventions and management aimed at increasing the total 

amount of ecological features it supports. The water would be clearer for longer periods; 

the amount of habitat within the lake, on islands and at its margins improved and the number 

of macrophytes, fish and birds would be increased. A greater range of species of waterbirds 

would be breeding, and in better numbers. In winter, Broadwater Lake would be a haven 

for passage and wintering birds. The inherent resilience of the SSSI to climate change / 

global warming would be bolstered to secure its survival over the long-term future (50+ 

years). 

Mitigation, Enhancements and Likely Significant Effects 

 The EIA process has played a significant role in informing the Proposed Development and 

how the Site will be used and managed in the future. The majority of mitigation and 

enhancement measures are included as part of the physical design of the Proposed 

Development, as described in Chapter 5: Description of Development and in the Embedded 

Mitigation sections of Chapters 7 – 10. The design of the Proposed Development also seeks 

to address identified issues and stressors at the Site, such as anti-social behaviour, lack of 

management, invasive species and the future challenges of climate change.   
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 For ease of reference, a summary of other mitigation and enhancement commitments which 

form part of the planning application are described within Appendix 11.1: Schedule of 

Mitigation and Enhancements.  

 It is judged that the Proposed Development would lead to a Moderate  beneficial (significant) 

effect by Year 15 on landscape features within the Site. 

 The ES has concluded that the Proposed Development will not result in any likely significant 

adverse effects. Construction impacts will be temporary and reversible, while longer term 

impacts will be of low/negligible magnitude at worst and in most cases a net positive.  

 There is no significant harm to biodiversity, no adverse effect on the SSSI, and no loss or 

deterioration of irreplaceable habitats due to the Proposed Development.  

11.2 Monitoring Programme 

 The ES proposes that a comprehensive programme of monitoring is undertaken for the 

construction and operation of the Proposed Development, although it should be noted that 

this is not in response to significant adverse effects being identified.  

 A comprehensive long-term monitoring programme for water quality has been proposed. 

This is designed to measure the changes to water quality and inform further interventions 

in the future as issues arise, or as long-term trends become clearer. Further details are 

provided in Chapter 8: Water Resources and Flood Risk and Appendix 5.3: Operational 

Management Plan.   

 The existing habitats on-site (SSSI designated habitats being woodland and open water), 

and the enhancements provided by the Proposed Development (aquatic planting, floating 

reedbeds and new islands), will be monitored to ensure they remain in a good condition, 

developing and functioning as planned. Further details are provided in Chapter 7: 

Biodiversity and the MEMP provided in Appendix 7.9. 

 Ongoing management will be informed by the results of the monitoring.  The programme of 

monitoring and assessment would therefore allow adaptive management of the SSSI. 

Monitoring will be designed to help ensure that the MEMP and OMP are effective 

management tools in the face of dynamic change. This will be particularly important as the 

effects of climate change on the Broadwater Lake intensify and will help ensure the 

Applicant achieve their objectives of conserving and enhancing the value of the SSSI, its 

designated features in the long-term. Details of the monitoring programme will be further 

developed in consultation with key stakeholders. 

 Monitoring could also inform the need for remedial measures should adverse effects be 

identified that were not included within the ES.  

 


