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The final masterplan is a finely tuned response to ecological 
mitigation, minimising the requirement for fill material and 
reducing potential visual impact on the openness of the Green 
belt.

1.	 As can be seen on the adjacent diagram, the extent of reclaimed land 
has been aligned closely to the shallowest water so as not only minimise 
the amount of fill material required to create the land and thus the 
energy, time and cost of this operation, but also reduce the amount of 
dredging required to have a water depth suitable for sailing with minimal 
requirement for water quality management;

2.	 With close ecological liaison, the screening islands to the east of the 
peninsula have been reshaped and moved east so as to provide 50m 
separation with land so as to minimise predation on the islands;  

3.	 The 3 guidelines shown to the right were applied to inform the location 
of building and extent of reclaimed land in response to modelling of the 
buiIding (to the right) which indicated that the narrow section of water 
to the east of the reclaimed would be lost visually from Viewpoint 15 
in the LVIA, the Old Orchard Public House carpark.  The building was 
therefore moved so that it was aligned with woodland on the north 
shore of the peninsula and water would remain visible    

The process  
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With the site located within a SSSI (Site of Specific Scientific 
Interest) and Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature 
Conservation, an exemplary approach has been  taken so as to 
accommodate all the requirements of the activity centre whilst 
also improving the ecological baseline.

1.	 Avoid areas of greatest ecological and landscape sensitivity;

2.	 Minimise the extent and impact of building footprints, using efficient 
layouts; 

3.	 Maximise use of existing concrete surface as hard standing;

4.	 Minimise areas of new hard surfaces, using permeable materials wherever 
possible;

5.	 Reclaim land for the most impactful development so as to avoid 
terrestrial habitat loss.  Design in ecologically beneficial characteristics 
and impacts on this new land;

6.	 Work around the most valuable existing trees and their root protection 
zones;

7.	 Use ecological survey information and analysis to enhance and develop a 
suite of specifically targeted habitats on land and in the lake;

8.	 Integrate and locate the notional HS2 mitigation area in a location safe 
from land predators;

 
9.	 Transform the current BSC into habitats;

10.	  Plan for climate change.

N

An ecologically led masterplan
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The current enviromental condition Disturbance through movement and little refuge for birds Threats presented by climate change 

Ecological strategy - current situation and threats

A series of diagrams follow that illustrate the proposed mitigation and enhancement strategy as outlined in the MEMP. 
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Ecological strategy - mitigation and enhancement measures

This diagram shows how the mitigation and enhancement measures would create a resiliant and robust environmental 
asset

Creating refuge areas around the lake




