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Vision

Our vision for this facility is simple :

‘to bring together user experience with operational efficiency 
within an environment that enhances the condition of the SSSI in 
perpetuity’  

On behalf of the London Borough of Hillingdon, this landscape statement 
explains the process of development of the landscape masterplan for the 
creation of the Hillingdon Water Sports Facility Activity Centre (HWS) on 
Broadwater Lakes between Denham and Harefield within the Colne Valley.  
The background to the location is covered by others within the planning 
application but in essence it brings together the operations of the existing 
Broadwater Sailing Club on the site with the Hillingdon Outdoor Activity 
Centre including a rowing club (HOAC) from their existing site on Dews Lane 
which has been rendered inoperable through the traversing of an Hs2 viaduct 
through their existing lake.

Situated within a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), development of the 
masterplan is ecologically and thus landscape led with embedded mitigation at 
every step on the way during a highly complex and iterative multidisciplinary 
process that has responded at to the following :

•	 Ecological surveys with a suite of resultant mitigation requirements;

•	 Site surveying and initial appraisal of landscape quality;

•	 Arboricultural surveys with decision making based on condition, size, 
species, response to management and the extent of root protection zones;

•	 Operational and safety requirements of watersports;

•	 Operational and safety requirements of land activities;

•	 Engineering requirements for sensitive the reclamation of land, shaping 
and creation of islands;

•	 Highways engineering for road widths, auto-tracking and junction design.

This Landscape Statement is supported by, and the design has been informed 
by a Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment that has also been produced by 
Colour.   
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Water in the landscape

The landscape was both formed by and gains its character from the 
presence of water.  

The River Colne meanders through the series of waterbodies on the valley 
floor, to the west of the Grand Union Canal.

Broadwater Lake lies between the Grand Union Canal and River Colne.
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The use of drawings by the Customer acts as an agreement to the following
statements. The Customer must not use the drawings if it does not agree with any
of the following statements:
All drawings are based upon site information supplied by third parties and as such
their accuracy cannot be guaranteed. All features are approximate and subject to
clarification by a detailed topographical survey, statutory service enquiries and
confirmation of the legal boundaries. Do not scale the drawings. Figured dimensions
must be used in all cases. All dimensions must be checked on site. Any
discrepancies must be reported in writing to Colour-UDL before proceeding. All
drawings are copyright protected. Refer to full Terms & Conditions at
www.colour-udl.com
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The use of drawings by the Customer acts as an agreement to the following
statements. The Customer must not use the drawings if it does not agree with any
of the following statements:
All drawings are based upon site information supplied by third parties and as such
their accuracy cannot be guaranteed. All features are approximate and subject to
clarification by a detailed topographical survey, statutory service enquiries and
confirmation of the legal boundaries. Do not scale the drawings. Figured dimensions
must be used in all cases. All dimensions must be checked on site. Any
discrepancies must be reported in writing to Colour-UDL before proceeding. All
drawings are copyright protected. Refer to full Terms & Conditions at
www.colour-udl.com
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