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APPENDIX 4: TREE SURVEY KEY

Reference

Each tree or group has been assigned a sequential number.
T-Tree
G-Group

Species

Represents the genus, species and if appropriate cultivar of the tree. The
common name is provided first, with the scientific name in brackets.

Stems

Number of stems present.

Measurements

e DBH - Stem diameter in millimetres measured at 1.5 m above ground level.
Where the stem is divided below 1.5 m, measurement is taken as directed by
BS5837 Annex C.

¢ Height — Tree height measure in metres to the nearest half metre.

e Lower crown height — Lower crown height above ground in metres of the first
lowest significant branch.

Age Classification

The following classification is employed:
e Y -Young: saplings and young trees under 10 years of age.

e SM — Semi Mature: trees older than 10 years but less than one third of the life
expectancy of their species, hormally making substantial extension growth.

o EM — Early Mature: trees between one-third and two-thirds of the life
expectancy of their species. More or less full height and large girth, increasing
only slowly.

¢ M — Mature: trees beyond two-thirds of the life expectancy of their species. No
significant extension growth.

¢ OM — Over Mature - a tree having reached its maximum life span and is
declining in health and size due to old age.

e V —Veteran: trees that shows features of biological, cultural or aesthetic value
that are characteristic of an individual surviving beyond the typical age range for
the species.

Structure Condition
An assessment of the structural/safe condition of the tree categorised into:
e GOOD - atree in a safe condition with no significant defects.
¢ FAIR - atree in a safe condition at present but with defects or with significant

defects that can be remediated.
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¢ POOR - a tree with significant defects that cannot be remediated.

Physiological Condition

An assessment of the physiological condition (i.e. health/vitality) of the tree categorised
into:

e GOOD - atree in a healthy condition with no significant problems.

¢ FAIR - atree generally in good health with some problems that can be
remediated.

e POOR - atree in poor health with significant problems that cannot be
remediated.

e DEAD - a tree without sufficient live material to sustain life.

General Observations

Observations made by the assessor relating to the category classification and
arboricultural merits or concerns.

Estimated Remaining Contribution in Years

The estimated remaining contribution in years is an estimate based on currently known
factors of the possible remaining life of the tree as an asset. Clearly, it is impossible to
predict changes in condition which may occur in the future and this reflects what is
considered reasonable under existing circumstances; the classification that has been
used is in accordance with the BS5837.

The estimated remaining contribution in years will be dependent on the interaction of
the typical longevity of the species, its current age and condition with prevailing
environmental factors. The estimated remaining contribution in years also dependent on
future tree management that can extend useful life in some instances.

Tree Categorisation Using BS 5837 Methodology

The trees surveyed were categorised using the method explained in BS5837. This
method categorises individual trees, groups and woodlands in a systematic way.

Groups are identified as those trees forming a single arboricultural feature with trees
that provide companion shelter, are avenues or screens or cultural.

Initially the surveyor will determine if the tree should be regarded as a U category tree.
U category trees are those that are of low value that have little future due to
physiological and structural condition.

Other trees are graded A, B or C. The initial category should reflect the tree’s value in
making an important contribution to the amenity of the site over a period of time. The
higher the tree category, the longer the perceived time period.

A subcategory is included 1, 2 or 3. This subcategory reflects the type of value the
surveyor feels the tree presents in regard to its value to 1 — arboricultural, 2 —
landscape, 3 — cultural or conservation context.

The cascade chart used is included as Appendix 5 of this report.
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APPENDIX 5: BS5837:2012 CASCADE CHART
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Table 1

Cascade chart for tree quality assessment

Category and definition Criteria (including subcategories where appropriate) Identification
on plan
Trees unsuitable for retention (see Note)
Category U » Trees that have a serious, irremediable, structural defect, such that their early loss is expected due to collapse, See Table 2
Those in such a condition including those that will become unviable after removal of other category U trees (e.g. where, for whatever
that they cannot realistically reason, the loss of companion shelter cannot be mitigated by pruning)
be retained as living treesin  «  Trees that are dead or are showing signs of significant, immediate, and irreversible overall decline
'IH'lechn'tEF? 'Tf the c:l;;en‘t s Trees infected with pathogens of significance to the health andfor safety of other trees nearby, or very low
Ialllll-.yel:r: rlonger n quality trees suppressing adjacent trees of better quality
NOTE Category U trees can have existing or potential conservation value which it might be desirable to preserve;
see 4.5.7.
1 Mainly arboricultural qualities 2 Mainly landscape gualities 3 Mainly cultural values,
including conservation
Trees to be considered for retention
Category A Trees that are particularly good Trees, groups or woodlands of particular Trees, groups or woodlands See Table 2
Trees of high quality with an examples of their species, especially i visual importance as arboricultural andior  of significant conservation,
estimated remaining life rare or unusual; or those that are landscape features historical, commemaorative or
sxpactancy of st Ieagst essential components of groups or other value (e.g. veteran
40 yaues formal or semi-formal arboricultural trees or wood-pasture)
features (e.g. the dominant and/or
principal trees within an avenue)
Category B Trees that might be included in Trees present in numbers, usually growing  Trees with material see Table 2
. category A, but are downgraded as groups or woodlands, such that they conservation or other
Lﬁsa‘:}: :;ﬁfn?::; ?e::la'it:in because of impaired condition (e.g. attract a higher collective rating than they cultural value
life ex ancy of at lenst 9 presence of significant though might as individuals; or trees occurring as
30 vears remediable defects, including collectives but situated so as to make little
y unsympathetic past management and visual contribution to the wider locality
storm damage), such that they are
unlikely to be surtable for retention for
beyond 40 years; or trees lacking the
special quality necessary to merit the
category A designation
Category C Unremarkable trees of very limited Trees present in groups or woodlands, but  Trees with no material see Table 2

Trees of low quality with an
estimated remaining life
expectancy of at least

10 years, or young trees with
a stem diameter below

150 mm

merit or such impaired condition that
they do not qualify in higher categories

without this conferring on them
significantly greater collective landscape
value; and/or trees offering low or only
temporaryftransient landscape benefits

conservation or other
cultural value
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