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Q31 External planting

GENERAL INFORMATION/ REQUIREMENTS

118 SOIL CONDITIONS
•    Soil for cultivating and planting: Moist, friable and (except in aquatic/ marginal planting) not 

waterlogged. 
•    Frozen or snow covered soil: Give notice before planting. Provide additional root 

protection. Prevent planting pit sides and bases and backfill materials from freezing. 

120 CLIMATIC CONDITIONS
•    General: Carry out the work while soil and weather conditions are suitable. 

-    Strong winds: Do not plant. 

125A TIMES OF YEAR OR IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR TREE PLANTING
•    Deciduous trees and shrubs: Late October to late March. 

130 MECHANICAL TOOLS
•    Restrictions: Do not use within 100 mm of tree and plant stems. 

145 WATERING
•    Quantity: Wet full depth of topsoil. 
•    Application: Even and without damaging or displacing plants or soil. 
•    Frequency: As necessary to ensure establishment and continued thriving of planting. 

150 WATER RESTRICTIONS
•    General: If water supply is or is likely to be restricted by emergency legislation, do not carry 

out planting until instructed. If planting has been carried out, obtain instructions on 
watering. 

170A SOIL REQUIREMENTS
•    Type 

-    Tree pits backfilling: Existing topsoil. 

200 PLANTS/ TREES - GENERAL
•    Condition: Materially undamaged, sturdy, healthy and vigorous. 
•    Appearance: Of good shape and without elongated shoots. 
•    Hardiness: Grown in a suitable environment and hardened off. 
•    Health: Free from pests, diseases, discoloration, weeds and physiological disorders. 
•    Budded or grafted plants: Bottom worked. 
•    Root system and condition: Balanced with branch system. 

-    Standard: The National Plant Specification. 
•    Species: True to name. 
•    Origin/ Provenance: British provenance. 

Definition: Origin and Provenance have the meaning given in the National Plant 
Specification. 

215 PLANTS/ TREES - SPECIFICATION CRITERIA
•    Name, forms, dimensions, provenance and other criteria: As scheduled and defined in the 

National Plant Specification (available on CS Design Software Limited's website). 



245A LABELLING AND INFORMATION
•    General: Provide each tree with supplier's labelling for delivery to site, showing: 

-    Full botanical name. 
-    Supplier's name. 
-    Employer's name and project reference. 
-    Plant specification, in accordance with scheduled National Plant Specification 

categories. 
•    Additional information: Submit on request: Country of origin. 

260A TREE SUBSTITUTION
•    Trees unobtainable or known to be likely to be unobtainable at time of ordering: Submit 

alternatives, stating: 
-    Price. 
-    Difference from specified  trees. 

•    Approval: Obtain before making any substitution. 

265A PLANT HANDLING, STORAGE TRANSPORT AND PLANTING
•    Standard: To CPSE 'Handling and establishing landscape plants'. 
•    Frost: Protect plants from frost. 
•    Handling: Handle plants with care. Protect from mechanical damage and do not subject to 

shock, e.g. by dropping from a vehicle. 
•    Planting: Upright. 

280 TREATMENT OF TREE WOUNDS
•    Cutting: Keep wounds as small as possible. 

-    Cut cleanly back to sound wood using sharp, clean tools. 
-    Leave branch collars. Do not cut flush with stem or trunk. 
-    Set cuts so that water will not collect on cut area. 

•    Fungicide/ Sealant: Do not apply unless instructed. 

285 PROTECTION OF EXISTING GRASS
•    General: Protect areas affected by planting operations using boards/ tarpaulins. 

-    Excavated or imported material: Do not place directly on grass. 
-    Duration: Minimum period. 

290 SURPLUS MATERIAL
•    Subsoil, stones, debris, wrapping material, canes, ties, temporary labelling, rubbish, 

prunings and other arisings: Remove. 

PLANTING TREES

500 TREE PLANTING
•    Standard: Prepare trees and transplant in accordance with BS 4428. 

505 TREE PITS
•    Sizes: 600 mm diameter x 450 mm deep. 
•    Sloping ground: Maintain horizontal bases and vertical sides with no less than minimum 

depth throughout. 
•    Excavated material: Separate topsoil and subsoil material and stockpile for backfilling. 
•    Pit bottoms: Excavate with slightly raised centre: Break up base to a depth of 150 mm. 

-    Treatment: Soil ameliorant worked into pit bottoms. 
•    Pit sides: Scarify. 
•    Backfilling material: excavated topsoil mixed with tree planting compost, 25% by volume . 



535A TREE STAKES
•    Stakes: hardwood, peeled chestnut or oak, straight, free from projections and large or edge 

knots and with pointed lower end. 
-    Preservative treatment: Not required. 

•    Stake size (minimum): 50x50mm. 
•    Stake length (minimum): 1800mm. 

546 SINGLE VERTICAL STAKING FOR FEATHERED TREES
•    Staking: 

-    Position: Close to tree position on windward side. 
-    Driving: Vertically at least 300 mm into bottom of pit before planting. 
-    Backfilling: Consolidate material around stake. 
-    Firming: Sufficiently firm to prevent movement of the rootball/ rootstock. 

•    Height of stakes: Approx 1250mm. 
•    Ties: Adjustable. 

-    Number of ties: Two. 
•    Tying: Secure tree firmly but not rigidly to stake with ties. Prevent tree from touching stake 

using spacer blocks or cushions if required. 
-    Position: Top tie within 25 mm of top of stake and additional ties equally spaced along 

the stake. 
•    Nails: To BS 1202-1, galvanized, minimum 25 mm long and with 10 mm diameter heads. 

566 TREE PROTECTION
•    Manufacturer: Ashridge Trees. 

-    Product reference: Heavy duty tree guard. 
•    Type: Round. 
•    Material: perforated plastic. 
•    Size: 1.2m high. 
•    Colour: green. 
•    Support: not required - guards supplied with slit and clips around tree stem. 
•    General: Ensure that protection methods do not impede natural movement of trees or 

restrict growth. 

570 TREE SPATS/ MULCH MATS
•    Manufacturer: contractors choice. 

-    Product reference: Submit proposals. 
-    Material: coir or jute matting. 
-    Size: 1200 x 1200 mm. 

•    Recycled content: None permitted. 
•    Watering: Water soil thoroughly before laying. 
•    Laying: In close contact with the soil surface. 

-    Fitting: Neatly and closely around tree stem, where necessary cutting a slit or flap. 
-    Fixing: Galvanized steel pins, 9 No. per mat at corners and edges. 
-    Overlay: Tree mulch. 

576 TREE PIT SURFACING - LOOSE FILL
•    Surfacing material: coarse bark mulch. 
•    Area: 1000 mm radius circle. 
•    Depth: 100 mm. 
•    Watering: Water soil thoroughly before laying. 
•    Installation: Ensure the base of the tree stem is kept free from loose filled material. 



PROTECTING/ MAINTAINING/ MAKING GOOD DEFECTS

710 MAINTENANCE
•    Duration: Carry out the operations in the following clauses from completion of planting until t

he end of the rectification period. 
•    Frequency of maintenance visits: Monthly during growing season. 

720 FAILURES OF PLANTING
•    Defects due to materials or workmanship not in accordance with the Contract: Plants/ 

trees/ shrubs that have failed to thrive. 
-    Exclusions: Theft or malicious damage after completion. 
-    Rectification: Replace with equivalent plants/ trees/ shrubs. 

•    Replacements: To match size of adjacent or nearby plants of same species or match 
original specification, whichever is the greater. 

•    Timing of making good: During the next suitable planting season. 

740 CLEANLINESS
•    Soil and arisings: Remove from hard surfaces and grassed areas. 
•    General: Leave the works in a clean tidy condition at completion and after any 

maintenance operations. 

750A PLANTING MAINTENANCE GENERALLY
•    Weed control: Maintain weed free area around each tree. 

-    Diameter (minimum): The larger of 1 m or the surface of original planting pit. 
-    Keep planting beds clear of weeds: By hoeing. 

•    Tree pit surface: Fork over as necessary to keep soil loose, with gentle cambers and no 
hollows. Take care not to reduce depth or effect of mulch. 

•    Precautions: Ensure that trees are not damaged by use of mowers, nylon filament rotary 
cutters and similar powered tools. 

•    Firming up: Gently firm loosened soil around trees. Straighten leaning trees. 
•    Trees: Spray crown when in leaf during warm weather. 

-    Timing: After dusk. 
•    Tree accessories: Check condition of stakes, ties, guys, guards. 

-    Broken or missing items: Replace. 
-    Loose stakes: Re-firm in the ground or replace as necessary to provide support to the 

tree. 
-    Ties: Adjust to accommodate growth and prevent constriction or abrasion. 
-    Damage to bark: Cut back neatly with sharp knife. Prevent further damage. 
-    Frequency of checks: At each scheduled maintenance visit. 

•    Watering: As required for healthy establishment, depending on weather conditions. 

760 PLANTING MAINTENANCE - PRUNING
•    General: Prune to promote healthy growth and natural shape. 

-    Dead, dying, diseased wood and suckers: Remove. 
-    Timing: As appropriate to the species. 
-    Trees: Favour a single central leading shoot. 

•    Arisings: Remove. 

780 MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS
•    General: Before end of the maintenance period, submit printed instructions recommending 

procedures to be established by the Employer for maintenance of the planting work for one 
full year: Provide details of any special procedures to be carried out. 



790A FINAL MULCHING
•    Timing: At end of the maintenance period. 
•    Watering: Ensure that soil is thoroughly moistened prior to remulching, applying water 

where necessary. 
•    Trees: Remulch. 

Depth (minimum): 100 mm. 
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