2nd NORTHWOOD SCOUT GROUP
Proposed replacement Scout Headquarters

Design and Access Statement						2ND October 2023

2nd Northwood Scouts are a long - established Scout Group located within the grounds of St Edmunds the King Church on the Pinner Road in Northwood Hills
The existing time building was constructed in 1967 and has now reached its sell buy date and is in urgent need of replacement, as the timber frame has started to fail, such that there are gaps appearing between the internal partitions and the external fame.  
The proposed new building is larger than the existing, as there is a need to provide separate toilet accommodation for both girls and boys, one of which needs to be an accessible DDA compliant toilet.  The current separate storage building is inadequate, and this will be incorporated within the envelope of the new building. Although the finish floor level will be maintained, because of the standard Passmores’ construction the new building will have an eaves line that is approximately 400mm higher and a ridge line approximately 1m higher than the existing building as indicated on drawing number S03.
The new building is to be timber framed and clad in timber, very much like the original building and like that recently constructed for 1st Northwood Scouts on Northwood Way (It is the same building manufacturer, who are Passmores).
The building will be clad in horizontal timber and will most likely stained or painted green with a fibre cement slate roof finish. The new construction will have much better thermal and acoustic properties than the existing hut.
The new building will not only provide accommodation for the Scout Group but will also be available for the nursey group who currently use the church hall and where deemed appropriate for other local community groups within the area and the income generated from this will go towards the maintenance and running costs of the new building.
The building is screened from the Pinner Road by both the existing church and church hall and along the Northeast boundary by existing trees/bushes, which although thinned to allow for a new palisade fence, will be retained.  New matching palisade type gates will be installed at the corner of the church hall as part of the works. The nearest residential property is some 17m away from the building.
The Scouts currently make use of the existing church hall carpark at the front of the site, and this will not change.  There are no plans to change any access onto the highway and both existing surface and soil drainage systems will be retained and reused.
A new ramped approach will be constructed to allow for level access into the lobby and the main hall etc.
The construction of the new building on top of the existing slab and the does require the removal of some existing bushes and small trees along the boundary fence.  The construction of a new secure palisade fence will also require the removal of the trees and bushes along the boundary as well. However, these are not of any landscape merit.  Reusing the existing slab of the old headquarters also means that there is no extension of the building towards the large Oak Tree at the rear and this tree will now remain untouched. 
Access for construction will be via an opening made in the existing hedge on the Weston boundary of the site and this will be re-instated once the works are complete.
In conclusion it is our opinion that the proposed replacement headquarters building will be a considerable enhancement to the site in general.
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