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RE: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365

From Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Date Tue 04/08/2026 6:50 AM
To Grace Liu <GLiu@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Cc Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>; Michael Briginshaw <mbriginshaw1@hillingdon.gov.uk>;

Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>

You don't often get email from philip.murphy@quod.com. Learn why this is important

Hi Grace
 
Thanks for the email.
 
I’m happy to pull an overview together – see below a summary of the position:
 

The planning applications for both cable corridors (Iver and Laleham) have been supported by an
extensive set of assessment material including an EIA Screening Appraisal prepared by SLR which
evidences why the proposals are not EIA development.
This position has been accepted by Slough BC, Spelthorne, Buckingham and RBWM who have all
processed the applications accordingly.
The Laleham cable application documentation was fully submitted as part of evidence into the appeal for
the Data Centre and BESS appeal – this included the EIA Screening Appraisal.
The cable application was specifically discussed during the inquiry hearings – the Inspector clearly had
regard to it in making his recommendation on the appeal.
The Screening Matrix that was issued by the SoS clearly refers to consideration being given to the
cumulative effects of the cable route (see bottom of page 16), and expressly refers to the Screening
Appraisal (page 17)
Para 1.10 of the Inspector’s Report concludes on the EIA matter, and specifically states:

“…The potential impacts that may arise as a result of the proposed North West Runway at
Heathrow Airport and two planning applications for proposed cable route corridors (two power
cables connecting the development to the electricity transmission network) have also been
considered and no likely significant effects are anticipated as a result of the proposed
development.
The proposed development is not EIA Development.”

Para 7 of the SoS decision similarly states that the scheme is not EIA development, which based on the
EIA Matrix and the Inspector’s Report plainly had regard to the associated cables.
Overall, it is clear that the SoS’s decision assumed that the cables do not represent EIA development,
either in isolation or along with the Data Centre and BESS.

 
 The reference to Appendix H.1 "potential cabling route" is in the Core Documents List enclosed at Annex B of
the Inspector's Report. There are links in the Annex facilitating access to the Core Documents List but for ease,
you can find the relevant document here: https://www.slough.gov.uk/downloads/file/4910/appendix-h-1-
potential-cabling-route
 
This is a plan that was produced as part of the pre-application engagement process to illustrate the potential
extent of cabling required for the data centre. The plan was appended to Slough’s statement of case.  The plan
was superseded by the actual application documentation that was submitted as part of the cable planning
applications.  As pre-application material it is not relevant because it is not what has been applied for. The only
cable route that has been applied for is the one comprised in the application currently before the Council and
which was also shared with Slough Borough Council, PINS and the SoS at the evidence stage of the Manor
Farm inquiry (as per bullet points above).
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 I trust the applications can now swiftly proceed to be validated.
 
Kind regards
 
Phil
 
 
 

Phil Murphy ​​​​

Senior Director
07834 451 529

From: Grace Liu <GLiu@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Sent: 31 July 2026 13:11
To: Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Cc: Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>; Michael Briginshaw <mbriginshaw1@hillingdon.gov.uk>;
Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>
Subject: Fw: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365
 
Hi Phil
 
Emilie has forwarded me the above docs to get this application validated. 
 
I see the reference to cabling in the EIA matrix . 
 
There is a reference to a "potential cabling route" as an Appendix H1.  Do you have a copy
of this and I trust this matches the proposal that we have.  Do you also have a copy of the
Inspector's decision, and does it clarify the acceptability of the cabling ?
 
Can you send us a short cover note looping all this information together, so it makes it easier
for us to record, assess and determine?
 
I hope you can understand that we are not trying to be difficult, but we want to be assured
we are determining the proposal with all the due diligence in place.  Once received and that
everything is in order we can validate. 
 
Kind regards
grace
 
Grace Liu
Area Planning Service Manager - North
Planning and Sustainable Growth
Residents Services
Civic Centre
Hillingdon Council
01895250294
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From: Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Sent: 29 July 2026 15:52
To: Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Cc: Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>
Subject: RE: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365

 

Hi Emilie

 

Thanks for the email.

 

Please see attached a copy of the following:

EIA screening direction and matrix
SoS decision letter and Inspector Report

 

In terms of your list below, we provided a response to this on 30 March 2026 – see attached. However, I have
extracted below for ease of reference.

 

1. Mitigation details – An Arboricultural Impact Assessment with associated Tree Constraints and
Retention Plan, Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, Ecological Impact Assessment and Construction Traffic
Management Plan are submitted with both the Iver and Laleham applications. The report appendices
clearly show the site location plan with regards to relevant constraints and proposed mitigation
measures.

2. Timetable of works – As mentioned below and as set out in the Planning Design and Access
Statement, a Construction Management Plan will be submitted via condition. The cable route
construction timeline will be created in conjunction with a Section 50 licence confirmed by the relevant
Highways Authority. Detailed timings of the construction programme will also be created in conjunction
with the LPA, Highways Authorities and various stakeholders including local residents and businesses
which may potentially be affected by the works.

3. Phasing plan (if applicable) - As set out in the Planning Design and Access Statement, a Construction
Management Plan will be submitted via condition. Detailed timings of the construction phasing will also
be created in conjunction with the LPA, Highways Authorities and various stakeholders including local
residents and businesses which may potentially be affected by the works.

4. Diversion / access plans - The cable route construction timeline will be created in conjunction with a
Section 278 and Section 50 licence confirmed by the relevant Highways Authority. Detailed timings of the
construction diversions and access will also be created in conjunction with the LPA, Highways
Authorities and various stakeholders including local residents and businesses which may potentially be
affected by the works. Approximate timings for the totality of the works are outlined.

5. Constraints plan – Please see Figures 1 and 2 of the Historic Desk Based Assessment, this clearly
demonstrates the Conservation Areas and any listed buildings.

 

I trust the applications can now proceed accordingly.

mailto:philip.murphy@quod.com
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Kind regards

 

Phil

 

Phil Murphy ​​​​

Senior Director

07834 451 529

From: Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Sent: 29 July 2026 14:42
To: Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Cc: Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>
Subject: RE: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365

 

Hi Phil

 

Thank you for your email, I hope you are well also!

 

Please could you provide a copy of the Secretary of State’s EIA Screening Direction referred to,
together with the accompanying decision documentation?

 

For completeness, the additional plans and information previously requested to enable validation also
remain outstanding. Once the Screening Direction and outstanding validation information have been
received, we will review the position and progress the applications accordingly.

 

Outstanding list below:

 

1)           Mitigation details (Hillingdon only)
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Including impacts on trees, ecology, air quality, highways and surrounding land uses within the
borough.

2)           Timetable of works

Including duration and any phasing of works within Hillingdon.

3)           Phasing plan (if applicable)

Clearly showing how works progress through the Hillingdon section.

4)           Diversion / access plans

Showing any temporary traffic or pedestrian diversions within Hillingdon.

5)           Constraints plan (Hillingdon only)

Clearly identifying the route in relation to borough boundaries and confirming whether the works pass
through any Conservation Areas or affect Listed Buildings (or their settings).

 

 

Many thanks,

 

Emilie Bateman

Senior Planning Officer

Planning and Sustainable Growth

Residents Services
Hillingdon Council

 

 

Please note the advice given in this email represents the officer’s opinion and is given in the spirit of helpfulness,
without prejudice. It is does not bind the Council to a particular outcome regarding any planning matter.

Advance Notice of Leave:

Monday 3rd of August till Monday 17th of August

 

 

http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/
http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/


 

From: Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Sent: 29 July 2026 13:00
To: Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Cc: Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>
Subject: RE: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365

 

Hi Emilie

 

I hope you are keeping well.

 

You may have seen that the Manor Farm data centre and Battery Energy Storage System scheme was
approved by the Secretary of State recently.  That decision was accompanied by an EIA Screening Direction to
confirm that the project, including the cabs, is not EIA development.

 

On this basis could the council please progress the cable corridor applications that are currently sat in
abeyance.

 

I look forward to hearing from you.

 

Thank you

 

Phil

 

Phil Murphy ​​​​

Senior Director

07834 451 529
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From: Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Sent: 27 April 2026 16:47
To: Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Cc: Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>
Subject: RE: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365

 

Hi Phil,

 

Thank you for the update, I will add a note the file and wait for your update.

 

 

Many thanks,

 

Emilie Bateman

Senior Planning Officer

Planning and Sustainable Growth

Residents Services
Hillingdon Council

 

 

Please note the advice given in this email represents the officer’s opinion and is given in the spirit of helpfulness,
without prejudice. It is does not bind the Council to a particular outcome regarding any planning matter.

 

 

 

From: Phil Murphy <philip.murphy@quod.com>
Sent: 27 April 2026 15:38
To: Emilie Bateman <EBateman@hillingdon.gov.uk>
Cc: Laura Field <laura.field@quod.com>
Subject: Planning application 39706/APP/2026/365
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Dear Emilie

 

I hope you’re keeping well.

 

Thank you to you and Grace for your time recently discussing the applications for cabling associated with the
data centre and BESS at Manor Farm, Slough.

 

As you know the Council has issued the attached non validation letter which requests details by 2 May 2026.
We have discussed these issues and also the wider EIA screening point.  The Secretary of State is planning to
issue a screening direction on the development as part of the decision on the data centre/BESS on or around
9th June.  As that screening direction should resolve your queries relating to any perceived issues with EIA
screening, I suggest we hold off further discussions on validation, including formally responding to your letter,
until that screening direction is issued.

 

I trust this is acceptable.

 

Kind regards

 

Phil

 

Phil Murphy

Senior Director

philip.murphy@quod.com

 

Mobile:  07834 451 529

www.quod.com

21 Soho Square

London

W1D 3QP
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Disclaimer

This e-mail message and any attached file is the property of the sender and is sent in confidence to the addressee only.

Internet communications are not secure and Quod is not responsible for their abuse by third parties, any alteration or

corruption in transmission or for any loss or damage caused by a virus or by any other means.

Quod Limited, company number: 07170188 (England).

Registered Office: 21 Soho Square, London, W1D 3QP

For our privacy policy go to http://www.quod.com/privacy-policy/

Hillingdon Council routinely monitors the content of emails sent and received via its network for
the purposes of ensuring compliance with its policies and procedures. The contents of this
message are for the attention and use of the intended addressee only. If you are not the intended
recipient or addressee, or the person responsible for sending the message you may not copy,
forward, disclose or otherwise use it or any part of it in any way. To do so may be unlawful. If you
receive this email by mistake please advise the sender immediately. Where opinions are expressed
they are not necessarily those of the London Borough of Hillingdon. Service by email is not
accepted unless by prior agreement.

 

Disclaimer

This e-mail message and any attached file is the property of the sender and is sent in confidence to the addressee only.

Internet communications are not secure and Quod is not responsible for their abuse by third parties, any alteration or

corruption in transmission or for any loss or damage caused by a virus or by any other means.

Quod Limited, company number: 07170188 (England).

Registered Office: 21 Soho Square, London, W1D 3QP

For our privacy policy go to http://www.quod.com/privacy-policy/

Hillingdon Council routinely monitors the content of emails sent and received via its network for
the purposes of ensuring compliance with its policies and procedures. The contents of this
message are for the attention and use of the intended addressee only. If you are not the intended
recipient or addressee, or the person responsible for sending the message you may not copy,
forward, disclose or otherwise use it or any part of it in any way. To do so may be unlawful. If you
receive this email by mistake please advise the sender immediately. Where opinions are expressed
they are not necessarily those of the London Borough of Hillingdon. Service by email is not
accepted unless by prior agreement.

 

Disclaimer

This e-mail message and any attached file is the property of the sender and is sent in confidence to the addressee only.

Internet communications are not secure and Quod is not responsible for their abuse by third parties, any alteration or

corruption in transmission or for any loss or damage caused by a virus or by any other means.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.quod.com%2Fprivacy-policy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmbriginshaw1%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C63181ce9b0274fefefe208def1ec3e90%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C639214194257185395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qNv2T8Vf6NM1bWbKQqzqkOBHaKes2zqTrOcwWXCDNqM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.quod.com%2Fprivacy-policy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmbriginshaw1%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C63181ce9b0274fefefe208def1ec3e90%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C639214194257212821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9xiVOLiMqixJeh1s9vQw7wgk6STrsaRZz0NaQ%2BO7MPQ%3D&reserved=0


Quod Limited, company number: 07170188 (England).

Registered Office: 21 Soho Square, London, W1D 3QP

For our privacy policy go to http://www.quod.com/privacy-policy/

Hillingdon Council routinely monitors the content of emails sent and received via its network
for the purposes of ensuring compliance with its policies and procedures. The contents of
this message are for the attention and use of the intended addressee only. If you are not the
intended recipient or addressee, or the person responsible for sending the message you
may not copy, forward, disclose or otherwise use it or any part of it in any way. To do so may
be unlawful. If you receive this email by mistake please advise the sender immediately.
Where opinions are expressed they are not necessarily those of the London Borough of
Hillingdon. Service by email is not accepted unless by prior agreement.

Disclaimer

This e-mail message and any attached file is the property of the sender and is sent in confidence to the addressee only.
Internet communications are not secure and Quod is not responsible for their abuse by third parties, any alteration or
corruption in transmission or for any loss or damage caused by a virus or by any other means.

Quod Limited, company number: 07170188 (England).

Registered Office: 21 Soho Square, London, W1D 3QP

For our privacy policy go to http://www.quod.com/privacy-policy/

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.quod.com%2Fprivacy-policy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmbriginshaw1%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C63181ce9b0274fefefe208def1ec3e90%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C639214194257235747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nthfuKHqPhsxthrR5RfFNDDi3mlyVooYUPdPireulPw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.quod.com%2Fprivacy-policy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmbriginshaw1%40hillingdon.gov.uk%7C63181ce9b0274fefefe208def1ec3e90%7Caaacb679c38148fbb320f9d581ee948f%7C0%7C0%7C639214194257260037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lGmit5IbsjLzPdOK%2FFirPJkj2ViX7EYadqXMrjrhKh4%3D&reserved=0

