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External Landscaping

To complement the proposed architectural forms, there has been a large emphasis on the external landscape design and public open space provision. Further details have been
included within the supporting documentation. EnPlan were appointed onto the design team as the Landscape Architects during the development of the recent design proposal and
have significantly improved the reading of the design and legibility of both the external spaces and overall masterplanning. The current landscape scheme is shown above, with
the side images included identifying the initial concept scheme. The free flowing forms have been generated to contrast with the angular form of the main buildings. Ultimately,
the external landscape design is not an after thought; it is an integral piece of infrastructure that delivers economic, social, and environmental benefits, ensuring the long-term
success and desirability of this residential development. The sketches provided within the top left of this sheet showcases how the landscaping seamlessly integrates into the public
realm, enhancing the overall pedestrian experience. These visuals provide a clear perspective of the green spaces, pathways, and seating areas from the ground level. Detailed
plans offer a closer look at the planting schemes, material choices, and the spatial layout of the landscape design. Emphasis is placed on creating inviting, sustainable outdoor
spaces that prioritise accessibility and comfort for pedestrians.

Key Features
The wider landscape scheme segregates the overall site into various settings and themes, which work closely with the new build structures. Listed below are the key thoughts and
drivers behind the design proposal:
- Thoughtful placement of seating areas and gathering spaces to encourage social interaction.
- Carefully selected planting to support local biodiversity and seasonal interest.
- High-quality materials that align with the surrounding architecture and urban context.
- Pedestrian-friendly pathways ensuring smooth circulation and visual appeal.
The images below given an indication over the type and species of planting that will be incorporated into the soft landscaping strategy.

In addition to the general aesthetical benefits that a robust landscaping strategy provides, such as the one developed for this proposed scheme off Long Drive, the inclusion of the
additional soft landscaping features is critical in ensuring that policies relating to matters such as the Urban Greening Factor (UGF) and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) are met. The
supporting reports and calcuations from EnPlan are included within this submission, however, an overview to each of UGF and BNG are noted below:

Urban Greening Factor
The Urban Greening Factor (UGF) is a strategic planning tool used to evaluate and quantify the quality and quantity of natural features, or 'urban greening,' proposed within new
major development applications. It operates as a weighted score, calculated by assigning a factor (from 0 to 1) to different types of surface cover, from impermeable sealed
surfaces (like concrete, score 0) to semi-natural vegetation, such as species-rich grassland or woodland (score 1). For a new residential development in an area like South Ruislip,
which is part of the London Borough of Hillingdon, achieving a high UGF score is critical to delivering a sustainable, healthy and climate resilient community. A figure of 0.4
(minimum) was required to ensure that the proposed development met the necessary Urban Greening Factor score. EnPlan have produced a series of drawings to establish how
this score was achieved; with the actual final score for the landscaping on site reaching a figure of 0.47. As can be seen from the extensive landscaping proposal that has been
presented, a large emphasis has gone into the masterplanning of both the hard and soft landscaping across the site; with every element evaluated to understand whether it had
potential to add to the UGF and ultimately improve this score further, whilst ensuring that benefits such as environmental and climate resilience, health and wellbeing and shaping
the local character are incorporated. Further benefits of a high UGF score include for the following:
- Extensive tree planting and green roofs help to cool the local environment through evapotranspiration, reducing summer temperatures and making the neighbourhood more
comfortable for residents.
- Green spaces and planting help to absorb noise, creating a quieter and more tranquil living environment, especially near busy roads or transport links.
- Access to high-quality, attractive green and blue spaces is proven to boost residents’ physical and mental health and provide valuable recreational opportunities.
- The UGF promotes the inclusion of high-quality landscaping and diverse vegetation, ensuring that the new homes are set within an attractive, well-designed, and mature
environment that positively contributes to the character of South Ruislip.
In summary, for any major residential development in South Ruislip, the Urban Greening Factor is not just a regulatory hurdle; it is the mechanism by which the development
ensures it achieves a net positive addition to the local area ecologically, environmentally, and for the long-term wellbeing of its future residents.

Biodiversity Net Gain

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is a mandatory approach to development in England that aims to leave the natural environment in a measurably better state than it was before a
development took place. As is evident from the information included within this document, the current condition has little to no ecological and biodiversity benefit, with the area
occupied primarily through the large commercial structures with a hard surface surrounding. Sporadic trees are evident across the site, yet these are mainly self seeded and do not
correlate to a wider landscaping strategy. As per the UGF, EnPlan have identified how the scheme is to achieve an increase of no less than 10% in the biodiversity value of the site,
using the government's standardised Statutory Biodiversity Metric calculation tool. For a new residential scheme such as this proposed, BNG is essential, not only for regulatory
compliance but also for creating a higher quality, more resilient living environment. The BNG requirement ensures that any habitat lost to construction must be replaced and then
enhanced by an additional 10%. Crucially, the habitats created or enhanced must be legally secured and maintained for a minimum of 30 years, guaranteeing a positive legacy for
the environment in the Hillingdon area. A number of differing strategies have been incorporated into the landscaping plan for the proposal to ensure that the above policy
requirements are achieved, such features include for species-rich planting (mainly consisting of native plants and/or shrubs to attract pollinators and birds), water management
features (such as natural SUDs features) and green corridors. Given the location and surroundings, some of these strategies have been easier to incorporate than others;
nonetheless, the proposal provided clearly sets out a significant improvement to the landscape and biodiversity benefits for the site, than what is there currently.
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Boundary Treatment 01
1.8m high close boarded timber fence

This boundary treatment is primarily used to the
site perimeter to delineate ownership, provide
screening and create an appropriate guarding to
changes in level across the site. Elsewhere on
the site this boundary treatment is used to divide
up the ground floor level into the various areas of
public and private amenity spaces. This
arrangement is used in conjunction with boundary
treatment 02. The treatment is to consist of
timber slats at 1.8m in height and supported on
horizontal rails that are affixed to timber posts.

The above site plan identifies the use and positioning of the various boundary
treatments that are to be used across the development. As can be seen from the
examples on either side of this text, only two treatment types are being suggested
for the scheme to address the variety of uses, whether it be screening or
delineation. The amount of boundary forms on site has been limited as much as
possible to ensure that the wider landscape strategy is kept as open as possible.
The associated landscape strategy included to support this application provides
further details on screening and the various types used.

access through djacent
ARLA residentiat’developme
to be provided throughtreame)

Boundary Treatment 02
0.9m high brick built wall

This boundary treatment is used to the frontages of the ground floor apartments to the
perimeter of each proposed block. The brickwork used on the walling is to match the
specification used on the wider facade of the block to ensure the appearance ties
through the building and landscaping. At 900mm high, the wall provides a suitable
barrier, yet visibility is uninterrupted.
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The above plan provides a high level lighting strategy to be used and the approximate location of the following installations:

denotes low level bollard lighting at circa 800mm high
Q light to be an integrated LED at 800Ims

denotes typical street lighting at circa 4000mm high
A light to be an integrated LED at approx 4000ims

/

A successful lighting strategy is paramount on a large residential development in London, going far beyond mere illumination to
become a critical factor in safety, well-being, sustainability, and property value. For residents, the lighting design is a fundamental
element of the living experience across a number of factors, whilst enhancing the quality of life for those residing within the units.

Using natural daylight effectively (as per the supporting daylight / sunlight assessment as referred to previously) and specifying
warmer, softer artificial light (often with a lower Correlated Colour Temperature - CCT) in residential areas can help people wind down
and achieve better sleep, furthermore a well-designed public realm lighting scheme creates a sense of security and confidence. This
encourages residents to use communal spaces, walkways, and cycle paths at night. Poorly lit areas, or those with high contrast and
glare, can make people feel vulnerable, directly impacting the usability and vibrancy of the neighbourhood after dark. Local Planning
guidance additionally encourages the use of Ultra Efficient Lighting (UEL), that is achieved through smart LED technology and control
systems. This dramatically reduces operational energy consumption, aligning with the capital's ambitious climate emergency and
net-zero carbon targets. These features are to be incororated within the fittings specified, where possible, to further enhance the site's
sustainability credentials.

Despite the importance of lighting across the external spaces, it is vital that light spill and polution is limited. A successful strategy
must meticulously control such light spill, glare, and sky glow. This is vital to protect the residential amenity of the new and
neighbouring properties (minimising light intrusion into windows) and to safeguard local biodiversity.As per the details with the key
and as noted across the site plan above, the limited specification of lighting used will help those using the spaces to understand the
nature and movements within the area, with the taller column lighting incorporated to distribute a bright light across the vehicular
areas and the lower level bollard lighting more associated to the footways.
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