WEALDSTONE FC’S CONTINUING CONTRIBUTION TO LB HILLINGDON’S “GREEN CHAIN”

Development of the site over recent years has already contributed towards establishing and developing an attractive corridor for local walkers to enjoy. 

While the Grosvenor Vale site is private property, the club has encouraged its neighbours to enter the area and enjoy the green open spaces it has to offer.  Dog walkers in particular have benefited from that open invitation and many have taken up the opportunity to walk their dogs through and around the large open space available. Two sides of the stadium back on to playing fields, while the third, sandwiched between the main stand and an existing stream, has been cleared and grassed over to provide a path for walkers.

The one part of the site unavailable to those wishing to walk through the area has been behind the near side goal. Since moving into the Grosvenor Vale site in 2008 the club has prospered, achieved 2 promotions, and is now in the top division of non-league football. To do that has necessitated a significant improvement in the facilities it must provide, such as increased capacity, seating and covered accommodation for spectators. Had the club not made the improvements required by the Football Association for ground grading, the club would not be where it is today. Promotion to the National League in 2020 necessitated additional covered standing, larger dressing rooms, improved facilities for match day officials and larger and better equipped medical areas to treat injuries, etc. These have been provided by the removal of dilapidated huts and the placing of 2 spacious portakabins. The ground capacity had to be increased by 30th April 2021 in order to allow Wealdstone FC to compete in the National league. 

The required work was carried out involving the addition of flat concrete standing areas and some small additional open concrete terraces, all of which were signed off by the Hillingdon council safety inspector to provide the stadium with an approved capacity of around the 4,000 mark. The FA/National league ground inspector visited in late 2020, however, and insisted on additional yellow hatched non standing areas in some of the thoroughfares. This reduced the capacity figure down below the 4,000 required for the National League. In order to reach the 4,000 capacity, the most practical solution was to erect the new covered stand, but this had to be built in double quick time. Work started in February and completed in April 2021. The club has had to spend a huge amount of money to be able to compete in the National division. The club is the London borough of Hillingdon’s only representative at the most senior level of non-league football, the National League, and had to spend £155,000 on the work to meet ground grading requirements during the covid pandemic when the club could attract little or no income. If the stand had to be removed the club would be unable to compete in the National league’s top division and would suffer immediate relegation.

This small development behind the nearside goal has allowed the club to clear an inaccessible area and for it to be opened up to people wishing to extend their walks around the site and act as an extension to a green corridor. 

Extension of the corridor has also provided an area that has been given over to wild flowers which in the summer months can provide a welcome splash of colour. 

While it is not possible for the green corridor at Grosvenor Vale to form a direct Green Chain (it is effectively surrounded by inter-war housing development), it is just a 5 minute walk to the recreation ground situated at the end of Willow Grove should local residents wish to extend their walks.

Historically a Harrow based football cub, Wealdstone FC is now firmly established in the London Borough of Hillingdon, and proud to be so. In its 12 year tenure at Grosvenor Vale the club has established close and friendly ties with the local community of which the improvement and availability of the site to walkers is an important part. Crowds have more than doubled in number, almost entirely due to being able to attract Hillingdon residents to matches. This close relationship is one the club is determined to improve and the development of the additional covered accommodation for spectators and improved facilities for officials and players via the portakabins has allowed the club to provide an increase in the green corridor at the site which we view as an important contribution to that aim.
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