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1.1
INTRODUCTION

Ackroyd Lowrie has been appointed by R Ariel Heathrow Opco
Limited to design a refurbishment and extension to the existing
hotel building and a new build aparthotel block within the site

boundary.

The proposal comprises an additional 113 hotel rooms within a
two storey extension and 98 high quality aparthotel units across
the 4 storey new build block.

This design and access statement sets out the proposal in the
context of its emerging local context, design approach, massing
and layout. It is to be read in conjunction with all submission
documents accompanying the application.
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1.2
SITE LOCATION

The development site is located at 118 Bath Road in the London
Borough of Hillingdon. It is in close proximity to Heathrow

Terminal 2 and can be accessed in 15 minutes via public transport.

Situated on the corner of Bath Road, and High Street Harlington,
the site is accessible with both private and public transportation.
With a PTAL rating of 5, the site is highly accessible.

Hounslow can be accessed via Bath road (towards the East) in
15 minutes by car and 34 minutes via public transport. Towards
the West, Slough can be accessed in 20 minutes by car and 29

minutes with public transport.

The main road is inhabited by a number of other hotels as well
as other commercial properties. The area to the north of the site
predominantly comprises residential properties.
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1.3
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

c View from Bath Road (facing north) a View from Bath Road (facing north west)
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1.4
PLANNING CONTEXT

The application site is located within the London Borough of
Hillingdon (LPA) and is not subject to any local plan designations,
as shown on the LPA’s Planning Policies Map (2020). The PTAL
rating is 5 and is therefore considered to be a sustainable and
highly accessible location. Given the existing hotel use on the site,
the principle of expanding the existing hotel use is considered to
be acceptable subject to consideration of transport, noise and
visual/neighbouring amenity.

The proposed extension to the main building is stepped back to
reduce the visual impact of the additional two storeys. A new
courtyard is proposed which will provide an improved amenity
space for future visitors. A detailed landscape plan accompanies
this planning application.

The new building on the northern section of the site creates an
appropriate height/massing at a maximum of 4 storeys, and
relates well to the neighbouring properties to the north and the
newly extended hotel. The proposed apart-hotel rooms would be
in keeping with the land uses in the vicinity of the site.
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LONDON BOROUGH OF HILLINGDON
LOCAL PLAN PART 2 - POLICIES MAP
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1.5
BUILDING HISTORY

Ariel Hotel was developed by J. Lyons as one of Britain’s first dedicated
airport hotel. The new hotel was designed by Philip Russell Diplcock and
Associates using a reinforced concrete frame, the building would be
four storeys and, unprecedented in a British context, circular in plan
with a void in the middle.

The rationale behind this in purely functionalist terms; according to their
correspondent, it meant that there were relatively few rooms directly
exposed to runway noise, yet the design was no doubt also preferred
for aesthetic reasons as a low, wide, circular building appeared sleekly
dynamic and even futuristic.

In plan, public rooms were arranged round the ground floor, where
there was a central ‘courtyard garden’, well isolated acoustically from
the noise of the airport runway. The entrance foyer had automatic
sliding plate glass doors, facing a curving feature staircase with a small
‘water feature’ beneath and the lifts and reception desk on either side
with a further plate glass wall overlooking the courtyard garden. Such
transparency - engendering a heightened sense of spaciousness and
clean lines through the extensive use of frame-less plate glass partitions
—echoed the latest international design practice. Above, three storeys
contained a total of 185 bedrooms, all with private bathrooms.
These were ingeniously arranged with twin and double rooms
around the perimeter of the hotel’s ‘doughnut’ plan, a circular
corridor and single rooms around the more constricted ‘inner core’,
facing the courtyard.

The Ariel Hotel's fagade construction was developed for noise
abatement purposes and, while the external walls were indeed
particularly thick and well insulated. While aesthetically, the broad
black bands at first floor and roof height, define the drum, making
it appear to float almost effortlessly above the largely glazed
ground floor.

The Original Ariel Building, 1961
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2.1
CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES

REDUCE TRAFFIC NOISE

The site is located on a busy road, planting and tree

\\\\\\ cover along the boundaries will help limit traffic

noise and reduce the pollution received at the site.

REDUCE PERCEIVED OVERLOOKING

Any new build proposal must respect the outlook of
‘ ’ the existing residential properties to the north.

HISTORIC FACADE

Restoring the historic art deco facade would be an
improvement on the existing modern elevations and
celebrate the history of the site.
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2.2
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT - EXTENSION

Retain the Existing Building
The design enhances and brings back the original design of the
1960s to rejuvenate the facades.

Extend

Add two storeys to the existing building, retaining the existing
building form and respecting the streetspace by setting back from
the existing building outline to avoid an overbearing appearance.

Refurbish

The existing cladding is outdated and the proposal replaces it with
a combination of white, dark grey and black cladding which are
more aligned with the original building design from the 1960s.

Refresh Courtyard

The proposed courtyard will reintroduce a usable courtyard
for visitors with greener soft landscaping into the centre of the
building.

Retain the existing building Extend

Refurbish Refresh Courtyard
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2.3
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT - APARTHOTEL

Footprint
The new building will make use of the space currently occupied by
a car wash and a small amount of car parking spaces.

Respect existing building
Ensure that the proposed massing does not extend beyond the
height of the current building as existing.

Announce the corners

Animate the massing by making the end blocks larger, whilst
considering keeping a symmetrical mass in line with art deco
principles.

Setback top storey
Create depth and rythm in the facade but setting back the top
storey of the centre block, creating a longer sleek feeling block.

Footprint in position of existing car wash and parking Maximum height below existing hotel building.
spaces.

Announce corner elements Setback top storey
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2.4
THE AGE OF ART DECO

The original building was built in the 1960s, during the golden age
of flights. The original building had an art deco influence on its
design which reflected the trend of the golden age. For example,
the material contrast of back and white, thick banding and the
original courtyard with water features in the middle of the building.

The proposal aims to pick up the language of art deco and
celebrates the original features of the Ariel Hotel as one of Britain's
first airport hotels.
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2.5
MATERIAL PRINCIPLES

The material palette is inspired by the original cladding of the
Ariel hotel from the 1960s and the contemporary upgrade of the
materiality.

Restore the existing elevation in line with orignal principles.

Extend upwards with a set back top storey, continuing the Art Deco
principles
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White Metal Panel
White main cladding of the
original Ariel hotel.

Dark Grey Infill Panel
Dark grey panel to relate to the
original Ariel hotel.

Black Metal Bottom banding
Black bottom and top banding to
relate to the original Ariel hotel.
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