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Policy BE37
Telecommunications 

5.46  The demand for satellite dishes, radio antennae and other telecommunications apparatus has been increasing and is expected to continue, due to greater commercial and domestic demand, new technology and central government's commitment to promote this field. The Local Planning Authority is aware of the special needs of the telecommunications industry and recognises that in some cases the development of the telecommunications networks may compromise planning objectives (PPG8 (revised), paragraphs 13-15). In order to minimise the effect on the environment, applicants should explore every alternative consistent with operational efficiency. Masts, antennae and other structures often need to be sited in particular locations to work effectively. These may be in visually sensitive areas such as open countryside, hilltops and some urban areas, where such developments may appear particularly obtrusive. Whilst the Local Planning Authority supports the development of telecommunications, it will seek to minimise the effect on the landscape and townscape of the Borough. Applicants must therefore demonstrate that equipment is necessary in the proposed location, and could not be sited in less visually sensitive locations or share existing facilities. In such circumstances, the local planning authority may grant temporary permissions in case technological development subsequently allows the use of less prominent structures. Additionally, PPG8 allows the granting of temporary permissions to allow time to assess interference problems.
BE37 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTABLE IN PRINCIPLE PROVIDED THAT ANY APPARATUS IS SITED AND DESIGNED SO AS TO MINIMISE ITS EFFECT ON THE APPEARANCEOF THE SURROUNDING AREAS. THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY WILL ONLYGRANT PERMISSION FOR LARGE OR PROMINENT STRUCTURES IF: 

(i)  THERE IS A NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT IN THAT LOCATION; 

(ii)  NO SATISFACTORY ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS IS 

AVAILABLE; 

(iii)  THERE IS NO REASONABLE POSSIBILITY OF SHARING EXISTING FACILITIES; 

(iv)  IN THE CASE OF RADIO MASTS THERE IS NO REASONABLE POSSIBILITY OF 

ERECTING ANTENNAE ON AN EXISTINGBUILDING OR OTHER STRUCTURE; 

AND 

(v)  THE APPEARANCE OF THE TOWNSCAPE OR LANDSCAPE IS NOT SERIOUSLY 

HARMED.
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