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                INTRODUCTION TO SAVED POLICIES

The 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act introduced a new development plan regime including Local Development Frameworks. A three year phase-in period was allowed during which time old style local plan policies would remain in force unless they were replaced by new measures. Hillingdon has been at the forefront of the production of its Local Development Framework. However in 2006, following the Lichfield and Staffordshire planning inquiries and changing requirements, it became evident to Government that the target for the replacement of existing plans was not going to be met nationally. As a result in August 2006 the Secretary of State issued a direction to save policies. Each of Hillingdon’s Unitary Development Plan policies was subjected to six tests identified in Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks (2004). Following Member approval in March 2007 a request to save the remaining policies was submitted to the Government Office for London for further scrutiny. 

A direction was issued on 24 September 2007 by the Government Office for London confirming Hillingdon’s request to ‘Save’ key local policies and to delete obsolete or rarely used policies. This was effective from the 27 September 2007. 

How to use the Saved Policies

In this ‘Saved Policies’ version of Hillingdon’s Unitary Development Plan much of the document remains the same as the 1998 adopted version. However deleted policies and supporting text have been struck through.  Where appropriate text has been added in boxes indicating where specific issues are addressed by national guidance or through the London Plan (2004). Maps have been relabelled but the boundaries and content is the same as the 1998 original.

Following an early revision to Hillingdon’s car parking standards and planning inquiry in 2002 and more recent changes originating from the London Plan, the original standards have been replaced. The Interim Parking Standards are located in Appendix 1.

Town Centres 

5.32  The Borough's town centres form distinctive environmental areas in terms of density of development, scale and variety of use. Detailed proposals for Uxbridge, Yiewsley and Hayes are described in Chapter 15 and are shown on the Proposals Map, but the following policies will be applied to development in all town centres. The Local Planning Authority will use these and other appropriate policies of the Plan to influence new development so that the following objectives are achieved: 

-  the design of buildings and external spaces should increase the visual and functional attractiveness of town centres in order to attract people and investment; 

-  new buildings should maintain the feeling of bulk and scale of the town centres while creating variety and interest in themselves; 

-  where centres have prominent sites with development potential the opportunity to create distinctive new buildings that can act as landmarks or focal points of the centres should be taken, although buildings which exceed the height of their surroundings will only be permitted where it can be shown that they will make a positive and welcome contribution to the character of the centre; 

-  variety should be introduced into the street scene by the incorporation of townscape elements, including the use of recesses (the setting back of buildings to create small enclosures or public areas in front of them), raised beds, trees and shrubs and the opening up of views between buildings;
-  in Hayes, Uxbridge and Yiewsley, pedestrians should be given greater priority over vehicles, by seeking in redevelopment of individual sites wider pavements, public open space, new rear service access and parking spaces, new footpath links to improve pedestrian movement, particularly to the canal, and public transport facilities. 
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WITHIN TOWN CENTRES THE DESIGN, LAYOUT AND LANDSCAPING OF NEW BUILDINGS WILL BE EXPECTED TO REFLECT THE ROLE, OVERALL SCALE AND CHARACTER OF THE TOWN CENTRES AS A FOCUS OF SHOPPING AND EMPLOYMENT ACTIVITY.
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