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                INTRODUCTION TO SAVED POLICIES

The 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act introduced a new development plan regime including Local Development Frameworks. A three year phase-in period was allowed during which time old style local plan policies would remain in force unless they were replaced by new measures. Hillingdon has been at the forefront of the production of its Local Development Framework. However in 2006, following the Lichfield and Staffordshire planning inquiries and changing requirements, it became evident to Government that the target for the replacement of existing plans was not going to be met nationally. As a result in August 2006 the Secretary of State issued a direction to save policies. Each of Hillingdon’s Unitary Development Plan policies was subjected to six tests identified in Planning Policy Stement 12: Local Development Frameworks (2004). Following Member approval in March 2007 a request to save the remaining policies was submitted to the Government Office for London for further scrutiny. 

A direction was issued on 24 September 2007 by the Government Office for London confirming Hillingdon’s request to ‘Save’ key local policies and to delete obsolete or rarely used policies. This was effective from the 27 September 2007. 

How to use the Saved Policies

In this ‘Saved Policies’ version of Hillingdon’s Unitary Development Plan much of the document remains the same as the 1998 adopted version. However deleted policies and supporting text have been struck through.  Where appropriate text has been added in boxes indicating where specific issues are addressed by national guidance or through the London Plan (2004). Maps have been relabelled but the boundaries and content is the same as the 1998 original.

Following an early revision to Hillingdon’s car parking standards and planning inquiry in 2002 and more recent changes originating from the London Plan, the original standards have been replaced. The Interim Parking Standards are located in Appendix 1.


Residential Amenity

5.22
Residential development is the major land use in the Borough and the careful design of new development is important to its overall character.  Most new development is likely to be in the form of infilling or extensions where compatibility with existing development is a particularly important consideration. Oversized and badly located additions may detract from the general street scene, and there must be adequate space between old and new buildings to avoid spoiling the amenity and privacy of adjoining houses.  It is an objective of Strategic Planning Guidance to sustain and improve the amenity of residential districts (SPG, para.10) and the Local Planning Authority wishes to ensure that the cumulative effects of development do not damage the character and amenity of established residential areas.  It will therefore regard the scale and character of new development in relation to existing development as a material consideration in determining planning applications.  Policies on density of residential development are set out in Chapter 7, and further guidance on design of residential development is set out in the Local Planning Authority's supplementary planning guidance on Design Guides.

BE19
THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY WILL SEEK TO ENSURE THAT NEW DEVELOPMENT WITHIN RESIDENTIAL AREAS COMPLEMENTS OR IMPROVES THE AMENITY AND CHARACTER OF THE AREA.
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