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benefits as well as quality of life benefits for local communities.  It includes a 
wide range of green spaces including natural and semi-urban, rural and urban 
green spaces such as woodland, forests, wetlands, meadows, rivers and 
lakes.  Parks and gardens, formal and informal, private and public as well as 
amenity green space such as village greens and green roofs, allotments, rural 
farmland, hedges, verges, highway trees, cemeteries and churchyards, green 
corridors, nature reserves and archaeological sites, are all considered part of 
the green infrastructure of the Borough. 
 
6.14 Green infrastructure provides a fundamental aspect of the Borough's 
character as well as many valuable assets such as woodlands, river and canal 
corridors and a network of open green spaces.  It also plays an important role 
in helping to mitigate the effects of climate change and prevent flooding.  The 
Local Plan Part 1 sets out the strategic approach to planning positively for 
green infrastructure as required by the NPPF.   
 
6.15 The Mayor of London's All London Green Grid SPG sets out a vision 
and spatial framework for London-wide green infrastructure and identifies 
opportunities for improving green infrastructure at the strategic level, such as 
the Colne Valley.  The Council will protect and enhance green infrastructure 
networks, particularly those identified as part of the All London Green Grid.  
New green infrastructure will be supported in areas of deficiency and links to 
existing green infrastructure and the London Green Grid promoted.  
 
6.16 All development proposals within the Borough's green infrastructure 
network will be expected to take account of Hillingdon's Landscape Character 
Assessment.  The document identifies unique landscape typologies across 
the Borough, noting their sensitivities to change and provides guidelines for 
future design, management and maintenance of these areas.  Development in 
these areas offers opportunities for the enhancement or restoration of unique 
characteristics such as hedgerow patterns. 
 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE GREEN BELT, METROPOLITAN OPEN LAND 
AND GREEN CHAINS 
 
6.17 The extent of the Metropolitan Green Belt, areas of Metropolitan Open 
Land and Green Chains in the Borough is shown on the Policies Map.   
 
Green Belt 
6.18 The NPPF provides guidance on what is acceptable or not in the 
Green Belt and this is reflected below for clarity.  Construction of new 
buildings, change of use or development on land in the Metropolitan Green 
Belt is inappropriate development unless it is for the following purposes: 

x provision of appropriate facilities for agriculture, forestry, outdoor sport, 
outdoor recreation and for cemeteries, as long as it preserves the 
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openness of the Green Belt and does not conflict with the purposes of 
including land within it; 

x the extension or alteration of a building provided that it does not result 
in disproportionate additions over and above the size of the original 
building; 

x the replacement of a building, provided that the new building is in the 
same use and not materially larger than the one it replaces; and 

x limited infilling or the partial or complete redevelopment of previously 
developed sites (brownfield land), whether redundant or in continuing 
use (excluding temporary buildings), which would not have a greater 
impact on the openness of the Green Belt and the purpose of including 
land within it than the existing development. 

 
6.19 Inappropriate development is, by definition, harmful to the Green Belt 
and therefore any proposal for such development will need to demonstrate 
µvery special circumstances¶ to set aside the presumption against such 
development.  Very special circumstances to justify otherwise inappropriate 
development will not exist unless the potential harm by reason of 
inappropriateness, and any other harm, is clearly outweighed by other 
material planning considerations. 
 
6.20 Dwellings are inappropriate development in the Green Belt and 
Metropolitan Open Land but where they exist, alterations and extensions will 
be acceptable, provided they do not result in disproportionate additions over 
and above the size of the original building. 
 
 
Metropolitan Open Land 
6.21 Metropolitan Open Land is a London-wide designation which is 
defined in the London Plan as µstrategic open land within the urban area that 
contributes to the structure of London¶.  In terms of its purpose, Metropolitan 
Open Land fulfils one or more of the following: 

x it defines the physical structure of London by being clearly 
distinguishable from the built up area; 

x it includes open-air facilities, especially for leisure, recreation, sport, the 
arts and cultural activities, which serve either the whole or significant 
parts of London; 

x it contains features or landscapes (historic, recreational, biodiversity) of 
either national or metropolitan value. 
  

6.22 London Plan 2016 Policy 7.17: Metropolitan Open Land gives 
London¶s Metropolitan Open Land the same level of protection as applies 


