Conversions
7.15
In addition to housing provided through redevelopment or the development of new sites, the subdivision of existing residential property can constitute a source of smaller residential accommodation.  However, while the Local Planning Authority recognises the contribution that small conversion units can make to the achievement of a better housing 'fit' and to the extended life of its housing stock, it considers that, in considering applications for conversions, it should have particular regard to the need to safeguard the amenity of the neighbourhood and to prevent traffic or parking congestion.  Consequently, policy H7 serves to ensure that conversions achieve satisfactory environmental and amenity standards.  Supplementary Planning Guidance on the provision of amenity space has been published by the Local Planning Authority.

H7
THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY WILL REGARD THE CONVERSION OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES INTO MORE UNITS AS ACCEPTABLE IN PRINCIPLE PROVIDED THIS CAN BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT CAUSING DEMONSTRABLE HARM TO THE RESIDENTIAL AMENITIES OR CHARACTER OF THE AREA OR THE AMENITY OF ADJOINING OCCUPIERS AND THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA ARE MET:-

(i)
IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THAT ADEQUATE SOUND INSULATION IS

               PROVIDED;

(ii)
CAR PARKING TO THE STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE LOCAL PLANNING 
AUTHORITY CAN BE PROVIDED WITHIN THE CURTILAGE OF THE SITE AND
CAN  BE ACCOMMODATED WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT DETRIMENT TO THE
STREET  SCENE;

(iii)
ALL UNITS ARE SELF CONTAINED WITH EXCLUSIVE USE OF SANITARY AND 
KITCHEN FACILITIES AND WITH INDIVIDUAL ENTRANCES, AND INTERNAL 
STAIRCASES ARE PROVIDED TO SERVE UNITS ABOVE GROUND FLOOR


LEVEL;  AND

(iv)
ADEQUATE AMENITY SPACE IS PROVIDED FOR THE BENEFIT OF RESIDENTS 
OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT.

7.16
In respect of policy H7, the Local Planning Authority will generally require a standard which conforms to that set out for new dwellings in the Building Regulations and only permit conversions which provide self-contained accommodation.  It is recognised, however, that conversion to allow the shared use of facilities such as kitchens and bathrooms could provide a source of low cost accommodation for those such as young single people, students or community care patients for whom owner-occupation or local authority housing is rarely an option.  Furthermore, the housing requirements of some elderly people may be met through this type of accommodation.  In exceptional circumstances therefore, where it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority that a particular need exists which cannot be adequately accommodated by other means and where the proposal meets with the requirements of the Housing Acts, a relaxation of Policy H7 may be considered appropriate.

7.17
Another source of residential accommodation which requires an element of conversion is the change of use from existing non-residential development.  Mostly these involve vacant office or industrial buildings, though other uses may be appropriate, where there is little likelihood of an occupier being found.  Not only can such conversions meet a range of permanent and temporary housing needs, but can also contribute to the regeneration of an area.  The Local Planning Authority will therefore encourage such conversions provided they are consistent with other objectives of this plan.

H8
THE CHANGE OF USE FROM NON-RESIDENTIAL TO RESIDENTIAL WILL BE PERMITTED IF:

i)
A SATISFACTORY RESIDENTIAL ENVIRONMENT CAN BE ACHIEVED;

ii)
THE EXISTING USE IS UNLIKELY TO MEET A DEMAND FOR SUCH 
ACCOMMODATION IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE; AND

iii)
THE PROPOSAL IS CONSISTENT WITH OTHER OBJECTIVES OF THIS PLAN, 
HAVING PARTICULAR REGARD TO THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE EXISTING 
USE TO THOSE OBJECTIVES.

In applying Policy H8, the Local Planning Authority will consider whether a temporary permission is appropriate in order to safeguard longer term needs.

