Backland and ‘Tandem’ Development

Houses with long back gardens are a familiar feature of many areas of the Borough. Sometimes the gardens are more than the householders now want and can be usefully developed for housing purposes provided proposals conform to the other policies of this Plan. There must, however, be proper means of access either from a road at the side or rear, or by forming an access through a gap between existing houses.
The Local Planning Authority regards 'tandem' developments, consisting of one house immediately behind another and sharing the same access, as generally unacceptable because of the difficulties of access to the house at the back and the disturbance and lack of privacy suffered by the house in front.

H12 PROPOSALS FOR TANDEM DEVELOPMENT OF BACKLAND IN RESIDENTIAL

AREAS WILL ONLY BE PERMITTED IF NO UNDUE DISTURBANCE OR LOSS OF PRIVACY IS LIKELY TO BE CAUSED TO ADJOINING OCCUPIERS.

Part-Use of Residential Property

Many part-time and occasional occupations are undertaken in private houses, some of them

amounting to businesses, but they are so small in scale or have so little physical effect on the property that they cannot be said to involve a material change of use requiring planning permission. However, if part of a house was used exclusively for business purposes and numbers of people called at the house in connection with the business, it would in most cases require planning permission. In determining proposals for uses of this kind, the Local Planning Authority will take into account the probable effects of the proposal upon amenity, including the amenity of other houses nearby, and the desirability of preventing the loss of useful residential accommodation (see policy H2). Where a temporary change of use would be acceptable, but not a permanent one, permission may be given for a limited period only; or the use may be limited to the applicant's occupancy of the premises by giving permission for the benefit of the applicant only. More specific guidance on the part use of dwellings for childcare facilities and medical/healthcare facilities is given in Chapter 9 and for guest houses and other tourist accommodation in Chapter 12.
