
Residential Care/Sheltered Housing
7.23
There is an identified need for housing for elderly people in Hillingdon, for both Category I and Category II dwellings.  The Council's own housing stock contains many elderly households currently under occupying family sized dwellings and wishing to move to accommodation better suited to their needs.  Increased provision of Category I and II affordable housing would enable them to move to more appropriate homes, and have the benefit of releasing many existing family dwellings to meet the needs of homeless and overcrowded families.

7.24
The need for housing to meet the requirements of elderly people and other special needs groups is increasing as a result of population changes and the Government's care in the community programme.  Under the Residential Homes Act 1984, and the National Health Service and Community Care Act, 1989, residential care homes are required to be inspected and registered by the Council's Social Services Department before they can be occupied.  Failure to be accepted for registration may lead to problems for the Local Planning Authority in determining appropriate uses for a building which cannot be occupied for its original purpose.  To avoid such problems, proposals for residential care homes (as defined in the Residential Homes Act, 1984) will be required to be capable of complying with the standards set by the Council's Social Services Department.

H10 PROPOSALS FOR CHANGE OF USE OR REDEVELOPMENT TO PROVIDE HOSTELS OR OTHER ACCOMMODATION FOR PEOPLE IN NEED OF CARE (EG. NURSING HOMES, RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES OR SHELTERED HOUSING SCHEMES) WILL NORMALLY BE EXPECTED TO:-

(i)BE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED FOR LOCAL SHOPS, SERVICES AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT FACILITIES;

(ii)COMPLY WITH THE COUNCIL'S CAR PARKING STANDARDS AND HAVE REGARD TO THE COUNCIL'S AMENITY GUIDELINES AS SET OUT IN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE; AND

(iii)IN RESPECT OF SHELTERED HOUSING SCHEMES, HAVE REGARD TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS ON DESIGN SET OUT IN SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE.

