Local Plan Part 2 - Development Management Policies

amenity space and garages and will not have a detrimental impact
upon the residential amenity of adjoining properties.

Garden and Backland Development

415 In general, the Council will not accept proposals for developments on
garden land but proposals for development of backland sites in other uses will
be considered subject to the criteria in Policy DMH 6: Garden and Backland
Development and other relevant policies.

416 The restrictive approach reflects the direct and indirect value of
gardens which contribute to local character, provide safe and secure amenity
and play space, support biodiversity, help to reduce flood risk and mitigate the
effects of climate change, including the ‘heat island’ effect.

417 The London Plan recognises the contribution of gardens (especially
back gardens) and suggests a presumption against their loss where it can be
locally justified.

4.18 In addition, the Council's Townscape Character Study produced in
November 2013 notes the contribution that front gardens make to local
character. The Council will take account of the conclusions of the Study when
assessing proposals that involve the loss of front gardens in certain character
areas.

Policy DMH 6: Garden and Backland Development

There is a presumption against the loss of gardens due to the need to
maintain local character, amenity space and biodiversity. In
exceptional cases a limited scale of backland development may be
acceptable, subject to the following criteria:

i) neighbouring residential amenity and privacy of existing homes
and gardens must be maintained and unacceptable light
spillage avoided;

ii) vehicular access or car parking should not have an adverse
impact on neighbours in terms of noise or light. Access roads
between dwellings and unnecessarily long access roads will not
normally be acceptable;

ili) development on backland sites must be more intimate in mass
and scale and lower than frontage properties; and

iv) features such as trees, shrubs and wildlife habitat must be
retained or re-provided.




